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Draft of a Bill for 'tbe Regis=
tration of Trained Murses.

In accordance with the instructions of the General:

Meeting of the Socisty for the State Registration of
Tramed N urses, held in May last, lts Executive

‘Commitiee has, durmw the last six months, drafted .

a Bill for discussion, which Bill was presented 1o,
-and with two alterations approved by, a Special
General Meeting of Members summoned specially
{0 consider its clauses.
Thus every Member of the Society has been
. afforded an opportunity of cousnltation with her
fellow members, and of offering any suggestions upon
the points embodied in the Bill, and the alert and
interested meeting which considered it proved that
the Members of the Society appreciated this un-
deniable right.
. But we are well aware that duly often prevents
nurses from attending meetings, however important
they may be, and we therefors publish the Bill,
- with -annotations, where these appear desnable,
printed in italies, and are forwarding a copy grabis
to every member of the Sociely. In return we
ask each member to keep this copy carefully for
future reference.

DRAFT OF A BILL FOR THE RBEGISTRATION.

. OF TRAINED NURSES.
TrrLE.
An Act to regulate the qualifications of Tramed
Nurses and to provide for their Registration.

»W’HDREAS it is expedient that persons requiring
nursing. assistance should be erabled to distin-
guish qualified from unqualified nurses: Bs it
therefore enacted by the King’s most ITxcellent
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons,
in this present Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows :—

1. This Act may for all purposes be cited as

“The N ursing Act.”
2. This Act shall. commence and take effect

from the first day of Qctober One thousand nine ..

hundred and:

The name of the Act as suggested by the members of .

the Society for the State Registration of Trained
Nurses is comprehensive and exact,
* CoxstiturioN oF GENERAL Nugrsixe CouNciL.

3. A Council which shall be styled ¢ The General
Council of Nursing Education and Registration of
the United Kingdom,” hereinafter referred to as the
General Nursing Couneil, shall be established as a
Body Corporate by the name aforesaid having a per-
pebual succession and a Common Seal, with capacmy
to purchase and hold, sell, or dlspose of property
and land for the purposes of this Act.

f4 The General Nursing Council shall congjst
oL i(— .

Two persons to be appointed by His Majesty with

the advice of his Privy Council, of whom one shall
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be a registered medical practitioner, and ono shalk
be a nurse;

Two Registered. Medical Practitioners to be
appoiated by the General Council of Medical Edu-
cation and Registration of the United Kingdom ;

Six representatives of Bduealional Bodies, that
is, the Nurse Training-Schools, who must be actively
engaged in the teaching of nursing, one to be
olected for Scotland anl one for Ire]and

Three . past or present lospital Matrons. to be
appointed by the Matrons Council of Great Britain
and Ireland ;

One nurse to ke apyointed by the Qucon Vie-
toria’s Jubilee Institute for Nurses ;

One nurse to be appointed by the Royal British
Nurses’ Association; -

Six nurses to be elected by the registered nurses
resident in England and Wales ; >

Tywo nurses to be electod by the Tegisfore Jenurses
resident in Scotland ;

Tw o nurses. to be: elected by the registered nuises
resident in Ireland ; and of

A President who. shall bs a registered. nurse, to
be elected by the General Council.

» The nurses appointed as aforesaid shall be eligible

. to be, and shall in due course be, efrlsbered under

i

the provisions of (his Act.

" .
e constitution of this Council is « matter of
primary inportance, because, as will be seen by refer-

-ence to Clause 12 (the Duties and Powers of the

Council), it is made under the proposed Act the
Governing Bor7y of the nursing profession.

- The essentinl principles incorporated in the forma-
tion of the Council should be carefully noted.

. In accordance with established custom, the Govern-
ment of the cozmt)'g/ must have representation on such
a Council ; provision s therefore made -for the
ajmomtment of two nominees of the Privy Councll.

As the work of nursing 4s so intimate'y connected
with that of medicine, due recognition s accorded to
the right of the mcclwul pr ofession to representation
on the Council.

The eclu(,atw‘ml bodwa, the nurse tr ammr] schools,
which have contral over nuyses during the 13)0?}0&-
tionar Y per ioddy und will be responsibls for preparing
them jor exmmination by a Central DBoard, have

. a right to help to define the educational curr zculum

adopted by the Council,

Under this clause sither Matrons, Medical Lec-

turers on the theory of nursing, or Sisters who are
engaged in the practical instruction of probatzoners,
would be eligible.
. Hospital Matrons are given direct ropresentation
through the only organisation of Matrons—the
Matrons Council—thus securing to them a propor-
tion of seats on the Governing Body, to which they
might or might not be elected as Representutives of
Educational Bodies, or asthe Divect Representatives
of the Reyist red Niyges.
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