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It isereported: that a munyher-of gmall-pox . cases ab

Fectious'. diseases: hospital of ‘a {gmall:pox - patient

;i named Jane ., Phillips.  During: the’ temporary 5. %
. absence of ‘the attendant she 'proeured. a: key «and ~.%*
%ﬁ&l&henaﬁéd’ herself, taking. with her a quamtity of -

i"L

¥

eer. ! She glept for some nights under haysricks,
but mixed with people during:the'day, and ,several
cases. of the. discase have heen reported. . The

- patient has been fined: 40s. or,.in default, amonth’s -

Vimprisonment. +'We hope that ifhe. circumstances . &
- under which she escaped unnotioed: from an institu- . . ¥

" tion. which had- undertaken to. ¢are for her while "
; suffering” from this serious and “highly infectious

complaint will receive attention: from. the authori-

" tles,

- At:a meeting of the weckly: hoard of the Ban-
bridge Guardians, after hearing the circumstances
of the alleged unlawful dismiseal of Nurse' Fenton,
Mr. Arthur Atkinson moved that the = Local
Government Board he requested to hold a sworn
inquiry into the whole nursing arrangements of the

| institution, and this was unanimously agreed to.

Before Mr. Justice’ Kenny and a spedial jury at
the Londonderry Assizes an action was heard in which
‘eight nurses belonging to the Derry Workhouse In-
firmary sought 't6 recover £800 damages from a lady
member of the Derry Board of Guardians, Mys. Mar-
garet Morris, whose hushand was joined in the action
as co-defendant, The action was brought by the
nursing staff of the workhouse to recover damages
for slanderous expressions alleged to have been used
by Mrs. Morris at & meeting of the Guardians on
March 12th last. The defence wasa denial of the use
of the words complained of, and Mr. Morris submitted,
that he could not be liable for any statement made
hy his wife in her eapacity of Poor Law guardian.
Mr. Drummond, for the plaintiff, said it was
painful even to mention in the presence of these
ladies, who were of the highest character, the words
uttered against them. Mrs, Morris found fault with
the nurses .incessantly, and on March 12th the
climax occurred, On this occasion Mus. Morris
forgot herself so far as to utter words unbedoming
to any lady, and the plaintitfs determined tp come
Into court to meet this vile slander and have it dis-
proved. The nurses were referred to as “jbrazen:
strumpets,” which was a disgusting and’ intoll[

term to use in regard to ladies of refinement. | Since -

the defendant had not withdrawn or apolpgised,
the plaintiffs came into court confidently trasting
the jury would vindicate their characters. A num-,
ber of Guardians who were présent at the meeting,
and two newspaper reporters; were examined to
prove that Mrs, Morris had used the “words com-
plained of, "The jury found for the plaintiffs in one
shilling damages in each of the two cases of slander
proved,
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The Queen has gent to the Royal
Free Hospital, Gray’s Inn Road, of
which she is patron, a cheque for £50
towards the cost of the structural im-
provements to the wards of the Sussex
wing now being carried out. . The
committee of management are appeal-
ing for £20,000 for this work and
for other urgently-needed improve-
ments. :
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TrE Brrmise MEpicar AssocrarioN.—The seventy-
second annual meeting of the British Medical Associa-

. tion was opened on Tuesday ab Oxford.  There werve

" .delegates present from many colonial branches. The
proceedings began with a service in the Cathedral,

. which was attended by the Vice-Chancellor of the
University, and the Mayor and Corporation in their
civic robes. Ab the opening meeting the chair was
taken by ‘the retiring President, Dr. Griffiths, of
Swansea. .

A MEeaorian OpErATING THEATRE.—A new operat-
ing theatre was opened last week in Chester Infirmary,
the gift of Mrs. R. T. Tidswell, in memory -of her
husband, Mr. Richard T'. Tidswell, barrister-at-law.

Prorosan 1o Unite Sr. MARY'S AND SOUTHERN.
-~We understand that there is a possibility of the
amalgamation of St. Mary’s Hospital ‘and the Man-
chester Southern Hospital. Negotiations towards thab
end are in progress, and, as both institutions work on
somewhat similar lines, there is & probabilibty of their
being carried through. Quite recently the. St.
Mary's Hospital has been removed from Quay Street

. tb larger premises at the corner of - Whitworth Street

West and Oxford' Street.

" A Goon Usk: ror  Wearta.—Northern charities
. will benefit to the-extent of £92,000 under the will of
Mr. George Handyside, of Newcastle-on-Tyne, who,
started life as a cohbler’s boy, bub amassed 'a large
" fortune as a boot manufacturer. ' He lived to the age
of eighty-four. - : .

,’ A Mawtyvr o SCIENCE,—A remarkable story was

told ab.the inquest on Dr. Winner, a,f:.welI-knpwn
. physician of Milford, New Jersey, who died recently
"in & state of raving -madness. The evidence at the
* inquest showed. that the doctor was a marbyr to science.

_ Hejhad .lgng heen investigating the cocain habit,

" whichiswidety, prevalent in America, and trying to
tind-an.antidote.; For'the purpose of ascertaining the
efféctsof coeain on the. system he was accustomed to
take, Jarge doses of the drug, and, while seated before

* p mivror.under a brilliant light, calmly noted the changes
inthe colour of his skin, museular acbion,‘.ancl menb_a,I

. Last.week Dr. Winnér was discovered in
his aparbmerits in a stabe of furipus insanity, smashing
the furniture and attempting to.set the place on fire.
He was removed to a hospital, where he lapsed into un-

.consciousness and died next-day. An-autopsy proved
that he had taken enormous doses of cocain. He
has left voluminous notes on his observations of the

effects of the drug.
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