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It would be a, good thing if hospitals kept their own 
registers, but this would not dispense with the need 
for Registration by the State. It was impossible t o  
refer to the hospititls in emergencies, whereas the fact 
that a nurse's name was on the State Register would 
be a guarantee of a minimum qualification. More. 
over, when the Matron liad changed once or twice 
there ivould be no one who could speak with know- 
ledge of'her. She questioned also if tha hospital 
would accept the responsibility and work. 

I n  regard to the three year$ standard, Miss Hughes 
advocated it, and pointed out that nursing was not a 
question of mental quickness, but of learning how to use 
the hands and eyes in relation to the care of tlie sick. 
Further, diseases ran a certain definite course, and 
could not be hurried up on account of the mental 
quickness of the nurse. 

When the State Register was started it should be 
thrown open to the nursing world and time of 
grace and consideration accorded. She believed this 
was the procedure in relation to the Medical Register. 
Those without full qualifications would die out in timc. 
Registration would tend to raise the standard of educa- 
tion indirectly. She atmtached much importance t o  per- 
sonal qualifications, and would make the hospitals re- 
sponsible to the State for the character of their trainees, 
and furnish evidence of general fitness. She thought; 
it a slur on the hospitals if it mere assumed that they 
would give certificates to unsuitable nurses. If they 
did not discover this unsuitability in three years of 
close supervision they ought to do so. 

She would not have a nurse removed from the 
Register because she was impatient or quarrelsome. 
Such cases should be ciutioned by the sub.committee 
she had suggested. 

I n  reply to the Chairman, she said the Central Board 
should certainly have power t o  deal with gross cases of 
immorality . 

Asked by a member whcther the opinions she 
had hemd in the country 'were spontaneous, or 
expressed after arguments advanced by herself a4 
a propagandist, she replied they were largely spon- 
taneous. 

Inconipetency on the part of a nurse was not always 
her own fault, but niiyht be due to defective training. 
I f  a certificated nurse were sent to nurse a case of 
typhoid, never having seen one during the coursc of 
her training-and she was personally amascl of such a 
case-.the nurse would be incompetent to  care for that 
patient, not from carelessness, but because her training 
had been defective. If Registration were in force it 
was less lilzely that imperfectly trained nurses mould 
be sent out. 

' 

After Dr. Bedford Penwick's reply to Mr. Sydney 
Holland ( r q v t e d  in last week's issue', t5e Committc$ 
rose, and it was announced that no further evidenco 
would be taken this Session. - 

I THE REPORT. 
The Report of the Select Coniinittee appoint2d to 

consider Ghe Expediency of Providing for tlie Registra- 
tion of Nurses has now been issued. I t  mentions the 
dates and number of meetings held, but contains no 
record of the evidence talren. The Committee agrecd 
to  yeport the minutes of evidonce taken before thoni 
to theHouse, with a recommendation that a Committee 
ba appointed in tho next Sers'on of Parliament to con- 
tinue the inquiry. 
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