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Xettec from WoIlanb,
--

The Dutch
Nursing Association has recently held its
twelfth annual
general meeting, this time
at Amsterdam.
Much was discussed at it,
but if I should
venture to give you a full report of this meeting it would
take more colunins of this journal than your Bind Editor
could possibly grant me. Moreover, I fear-and this
is much worse-that I should immensely bore you, and,
therefore, I shall practise the blessed virtue of selfrestraint. I shall not give an account of the splendid
speech of the chairman, Prof. B. J. Iionwer, from
Utrecht, neither a suniniary of tlie lecture of Prof.
Mendes da Costa on the modern treatment of lupus.
The reports of the different Commissions-the Conimission for the Provident Fund, for Arbilration, for the
Pension Fund, for the editing of the Bond’s organ,
for the library, the Conimission for the nursing of
our sick military men by female nurses-all these
subjects, and still niore, I shall silently pass over. As
to the last-mentioned Commission, it may perhaps
interest you to know that, according to its report, our
Minister of War is for the nioment not at a11 desirous
of the services of mmy nurses, such 8l.s are employed
nowadays, not only in your country and in theunited
States, but also in Sweden, Denmarlr, and some parts
of Germany. A hyper-conservative, anti-progressive
Minister is indeed a very trying individual, but our
present Cabinet is wholly constituted of such trying
elements. We have to yield to fate j what cannot be
cured must be endured (ab least for the time being).
We can only hope for better things in future,
Mais yevenom d nos i,toutoiu. I shall drop all
politics and return to the annual meeting of the Dutch
Nursing Association-the Bond, as it is termed by us.
Among all the subjects treated on that occasion, there
is only one for which I claim your special attention.
It is the report of the Coiiiniissionfor the training and
the examination of male and feniale nurses.
Some explanations are, perhaps, not superfluous.
AS to the education and esaniination of nurses, I
am sorry to say that the state of. things in this respect bears a somewhat chaotic character, A most
fatal lack of uniformity is felt in this metter. Every
liospital and nursing institution is fully entitled to
certificate its nurses, ~vlioby virtue of the obtained
diploma feel qualified to adopt the title of trained
nurse. The public in general content themselves by
simply asking whether the nurse they wish t o employ
in cases of illness has a certificate or not, if they do
ask it at all-and this is still a most dubious question.
And when the nurse really is certificated, well, then
the matter is settled. The nurse is engaged without
any further information about the real value of her
diploma, about the institution or coisporation by whmh
she has been certificated. And, still worse, there are a
large number of private nurses who have not a diploma
a t :d1. Why should they not settle theniselves as
private nurses? There is! no law preventing them
to theis employers, they
from doing so, ;%nd,

are for the most. part very ignorant; and careless on
this point. Thab such unqualified nurses often
bring discredit upon the whole nursing profession does not count with them. But the
qutlified members of the vocation are rightly
indignant at these parasites, and it touches their
honour t o banish these unworthy elements from their
ranks. State Registration is hailed by some or^ them
RS the ouly panacea to call forth a bettcr condition of
things. For the present, however, the time does not
seem ripe for it. This isthe firm opinion of our autlioritative medical men, and also of the most influential
persons in onr Dutch nursing world. The Head
Council of the Dutch Nursing Association has spoken
out in tlie negative. No State Registration as yet.
And why not ? Because sick nursing is still in a state
of continual development. It cannot be considered
already a complete thing. Everywhere in our country
we find on the part of the competent authorities a
desire to make higher demands on all those that are
devoting themselves to the nursing profession, and
this fact, added t o the possibility that perhaps in a
not far-off future a nurse may not be esteemed
eficiently trained until she has learned also mental and
obstetric nursing, makes it undesirable to insist on
State exaniinations enacted by Order in Council,
which might act likenarrow corsets, checkingallfurther
development. And the principal point in view is
raising the standard of nursing. There are, of course,
also voices crying for State Registration, but their
number is small compared with that of those who
are voting against it.
I thought this short explanation of some interest
for my English readers, that they may have some idea
of the condition of things in Holland. The Commission, appointed by the Bond t o make the education
and esamination of nurses the object of its strict and
earnest study and investigation, has laid down its
report on the line of no State Registration. Let me
add to this that the members of the above-mentioned
Comniittee are four medical men and two Matrons.
In this report are treated :-(a) The preliminary
training of the probationers ; (b) their admission to
the hospitals ; (c) their training ; (a> the esaminations.
As to the preliminary training of our probationers
the conclusions of the Committee are as follows :1. It is most desirable that in the different hospitals,
municipal as well as private institutions, a preliminary
training in practical domestic matters shall be given to
the probationers. (In several hospitals the method of
such a preliminary training has already been practised,
but it is not in general rule as yet.)
2. By the Bond’s influence ono or more prelin~inasy
training-schools for probationers shall be erected.
These conclusions called forth a lively discussion.
So1iie speakers laid great stress on the necessity of
such preliminary training-schools, more especially for
the smaller hospitals, the larger ones being niore able
t o provide themselves a preliminary training for thcir
probationers. As to the desirableness of a preliminay
training in this matter all proved unanimous.
The first conclusion has been accepted by the general
iiieeting ; the second is rejected.
As to the admission of probationers to our hospitals,
the general meeting agreed with the Committee’s concluslon, that no probationer shall be admitted under
twenty years of age.
TVith regard to the period of the training Of our
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