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A Rovan Commission.—The King,
on the recommendation of the Home
Secretary, - has - appointed ;. & Royal
Commission to - consider the existing
method of dealing with idiots and epi-
leptics and with imbeciles, feeble-
minded, or defective persons not cérti-
fied under the Lunacy Laws; and, 'in
view of the hardship or danger result-
. iyl ing  to,'such persons and the com-
<. v PrE munity from insufficient provision for
their oare, training, and . control, to report as to.the
amendments in the law, or .other measures ihich
should *be adopted in' the matter, due regard being
had to the expense involved in any such proposals,
afid to-the best means of. securing economy theréin.
The . Commission is. constituted as follows : — The
Marquis of Bath (chairman), . Mr. William Patrick

Byrne, C.B.,. Mr. Charles .Hobhouse, M,P., Mr..

Frederick Needham, M.D,, Mr. Henry David Greene,
K.0., M.P., Mr. Charles E. H. Chadwyck Healéy,
K:C., the Rev. Harold Nelson Burden, Mr. Willoughby
]gyetb ?ickinson, Mr. Charles Stewart Loch, and Mrs,
insent. S ‘ ‘

' Ter ExtensioN oF DiRuNeron Hosprrar,--Mz.
Andrew’ Carnegie has promised to give the 'lash
thousand of more than'g '
tension of Darlington Hospital.

Avckrawp Hosriral EXTENSION.—An exbensip'n ‘of
the Liady Eden Cottage Hospital, Bishop Auckland, is
urgently needed, and land for that purpose has been
secured. The collieries and workmen of the district

Have contributed splendidly in the past to the hospital,”

and- it, is believed they will do so, to the proposed
extension.

A New IsorarioN Hoserrar.—The isolabion hospital
erected by the Pontypridd UrbaniDistrict Council has
been formally opened by Sir Alfred Thomas, M.P.
The hospital is built in terraces in four separate
blocks,' ’consisting of -administrative 'block, with
accommodation - for the Matron - and -nurses, two
separate pavilions for the accommodation of patients,
bathrooms and the .necessary officés, and the laundry
block, disinfecting;rooms, mortuary, and accommoda-
tion for ambulance vans. , The buildings are of a plain
but substantial character, and are built of local stone
with red brick and Forést stone dressings. Special
caré has'been given to the ‘internal arrangements and
fittings, which are of the most modern character, The
total cost . of .the: buildings is £6,700, exclusive of
furniture and equipment. ‘ ‘

+sALcOHOLISM AND Insaniry,—Dr. William Graham,

Ny o

resident medical superintendent of the Belfast District

Lunatic . Agylum, says in the Seventy-fourth Annual
Report, in regard to alcoholism in-connection with
meni}al,dlsease :—¢ From my own observation, I am of
dpinion that alcoholisin is more /frequently the symp-
tom of an already existing degsneracy of the brain and
nervous systém, Before any dogmatic agsertions’can
be . accepted, cases -atbributed. to-the influence of
alcoholism must be strictly inquired into and all avail-
ablemeans taken to discern any possible hereditary
taint. 'We must discount; the popularjrhetoric in this
matter. In several of the cases classified vnder in-
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temperance I have found other influences ab work,
which, apart from drink, would have been probable
factors in producing mental derangement. The ditary:
and habits of the people also prove acontributory souree
of mischief, porridge, milk and potatoes being now re-
placed by stimulants, such as tea, stout, a(n‘d. other
artificial drinks. Tgnorance of cooking which prevails
also makes the people easy vietims to all kinds of canned
or conéentrated meats. To make matters worse, the
tea that is consumed so abundantly is not China, bub
Indian,, or, as, it is ,popularly called, :* Assam,’, Thig
is often boiled, kept on the stove or near the fire, and
resorted. to frequently.” Dealing with the alarming
increase of general paralysis of the insane, Dr. Graham
says i—¢ In every-school in theland there shéuld be a
teacher of physiology in its ethical, social, and prac-
tical aspects ; nay, more, in the greater school of the
world, physician and preacher, journalist and. moralist,.
should nevertire of expounding the doctrine of heredity,
the évils of intemperance and immorality, the educa-
tion of children born with defects of blood, and the’
infinite danger of marriage with heurotic persons.
When the leaders of public opinion are aroused to
some such propaganda, we may expect an abatement
in the incidence of this most. incurable and terrible of
disorders—but not till then.” . S

Is m Excesstve i—A deputation from the North-
West Ward Ratepayers’ Protective 'Association re-
cently waited on the Committee of the Cork Board of
Guardians to protest against @ny increase in the
salaries of any of the Union officers,, alleging that.the.
officials were ‘‘over-paid. and over-fed.” A -ward
master, Mr. William IB/Iu;'phy, writes to the Press to
protest against’ this assertion, and says:—*“I ama. '
ward master, having charge ‘'of from 800 to 400 male
paupers, very feeble old men réquiring special care.
My duties with regard to those 300 or 400 men are to
look after feeding, clothing, bedding, and their bodily
cleanliness. - I have to keep an'account of all the men
going into my ward from hospital and leaving my ward
for the hospital ; also the number of men discharged,.
besides keeping order, which is very important.
am on duty, I might say, night and day, as I am
liable to be called any time of the night to get &
doctor for any of those men who might require him.
On that account, I have often.fo get-ap two or three
times the same night, especially. in winter time. - For
the discharge of all this work I am, paid the sum
nine shillings and sevenpence, & -week in cash, , My
rations cost the Guardians five shillings and sizpence
per week, and the guality of those rations, being con-
tract stuff} iy very inferior indeed. I was for & loug
time o large ratepayer myself—one of the 1 b in
Cork Union—and I unhesitatingly assert that at the
present time any ordinary agricultural labourer would
not use some of the food supplied to the officials in
the Cork Union.” ‘ ‘ ‘

Living oN GRASS AND Warur.—The vegetarians
will, no doubt, rejoice to hear the story of Lusebio
Santos, a Spaniard, who arrived in New York six
months ago a physical wreck, with his nerweg aud,
digestion .ruined. As an experiment he commenced
living on' nothing bub grass and water. He is now,
stys,the Telegraph correspondent, apparently in perfect
health. Doctors are examining his cage. Santussays
thathe soon began to like grass, which:he gathers ffee
in the public parks.  When winter comes he will-pro-:
ceed to the south for a fresh grazing country. *
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