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diseiplined, better educabed, and, on the'whole, fifter
and: safer for the "duties: and responsibilities -of:
obstetric nuising. I would earnestly recommend ~
the general nurse to qualify herself-in this braneh .
of work. It is a form of service where she can he
of the greatest use ; it is in ifself a more constant
gource of employment than the intermittent medical
and surgical work, and its remuneration is ag high .
a the recognised scale of fees for genéral nursing,
“In’making these observations, I trust it will not
be thought that I dm in any way reflécting on the
fithess and usefulneds of that laxge class of nurses—
the midwifery nurses pure and simple—who aie’
doing, and have done, such good seérvice in this’

particular ‘branch, . The members of  the Mid--
attached = t> the Australasian-

wifery - Branch
Trained Nurses’ Association have all been  ad-

mittéd t6 the membership of the Association, on'the’
boiid-fide proofs of their right to be so admitted, by*
having undergone the tests of educational fithess,
and being in possession of certificates issued by duly
recognised bodies. The.purport of my vemarks is

o aim af directing atténtion to the great importance -

of midwifery nursing, and to point out that it should
be part and parcel of the general iiurse’s training,
It is very likely that if it were takeh up géfierally
by the body of trained nurses some would pre-
fer' to. keep to that line of work entirely, just’
as some nurses - prefer now to keep fo nursing-
surgical ¢ases and others to the nursing of medical
cases. But to become the special nurse, before
being specially trained as the gemeral nurse, is.
rather reversing the natural order of things and.
putting the cart before the horse, »

‘Tt is-well for us all to bear in mind, in dealing.
with the question of the place of the midwife and .
her status in the nursing world, that she has been
the pioneer of the nursing art and even the pro-
genitor of the modern nurse. _ :

Not only has the midwife been the progenitor of
the modern nurse, but she occupies & similar place
in the history and evolution of the modern doctor.

At least in all that appertained.to the.obstetric
ack it was for ages her undisputed provines,
into-  which ne man .couldv’ dare . enter, As
late as 1522 it is recorded of .a man called.
Wertt, of Hamburg, ‘anxious -to study-a case
of labour, put on the dress of & woman io
attend the patient, and was burned alive for his
pains, -In fact, the' practice of medicine had well.
advanced into- the soientific era while the work. of
midwifery'was still completely in the hands of t‘he
midwife. Midwifery-began to merge into scientifie,
medicine from the time ‘that anatomy became an
exacl scienco, from the time that Ambroise Pard,
the famous anatomist, in 1550, showed thab it was
possible to turn ‘a ehild in & pregmant uberus.
without any special danger to the mother, and to-
deliver a living child in the altered position.—Zhe-
Australasion Nurses Journal. - : V
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~ Ts experience an equivalent;
for training 1" The affirmative:
%, auswer 19 .often urged, and was
PN Tately advanced to the Select.
§ Committee of the Housg, of
:;,‘:‘ “Commons, = Recently sléven. of,
{7748 the guardians of the Lewishain.
#= Infirmary embodied the opposite’
" view i1 a letter addressed to the
£2 Local Government Board in ve-
| B lation to the recent appointment,
SR of Matron -at that institution.
These guardians maintained that the selected candi-
date did nob possess the qualifieation required; by -
the Local Government Board of three years' train-.,
ing, as, after gaining a one year's cextificate in another-,
institution, she had in 1894 been appointed Charge..,
Nurse at Lewisham Infirmary, since when they.,
were of opinion she had mot received .training:
in  any systematic and thorough ~mpanner
although in July of the present year, .nine,
years after her appointment, she had received a-
letter from the Medical Superintendent certifying.,
that she had received three years’ training in the .
Lewisham Infirmary. They asked, therefore, that
these points be considered by the Local Government;
Board before the appointment was-confirmed. !

. At a -meeting of the Lewisham Guardians ab
which the Infirmary Committee raported the receipt
of this letter, Dr. Toogood said the appointment was
perfectly in -order. The Matron possessed the:
necessary qualifications; she had nob received: hexr!
certificate before because she had not asked for it -

It seems to us the methods of the Lewisham
Cuardians are somewhat casual if certificates aro.
awarded in this manner. .As a rale they are be-
stowed immediately after a class of murses have
successfully passed through -the three years' term’
of training, and the award in no way depends’
upon- a rtequest from a suecessful candidate. '
A letter from the Medical Superintendent seven
years after the term of training has expired is a°
poor substitute for a certificate awarded at the time
it is due, and signed by the Chairman of the Board,
the Medical Superintendent, and last, but not least, *
by the Matron, The incident further proves to
nutses the extreme importance of a three years':
certificate. It is now required of candidates for-
appointments under the Tocal .Government Board,
the Metropolitan Asylums ‘Boarcl,. the Colox}lab
Nursing Association, by leiding private nursing’
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