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“ - 3  . ,  I .  . t- -fHE*LEPROSY BACILLUS. . 
The Bi-itish Medical Jou&cd 

report3 that in a paper in an 
Indian contemporary Captain 
Rost, Indian Medical Service, 
daims, to haye grown the Jeprosy 
bacillus and to have successfully ’ 
treptql the disease by jnocpla- 
tion with “’lepro&~,” ,made on 

. . the same lines -as tuberculin; 
nor? recently telegrams hnvp appeared’ in the 
Indian papers froin Rangoon ’ announcing 
that. twenty-nine cases of leprosy have been 
cured by this method. As the material is 
being sent out, for trial, further re orts may be 

covery will be a i w y  importmt‘ode. _ ’  . 
THE ‘VITAL IMPORT&NCE 0P”DETECTION 

Dr. Ambrose .L. Ranney, in the New Eng- 
land 2KodicaL Monthly, presepts a comprdcn- 
give series of conclusions and deduptions, some 
of which are as follows :-Eye-strain can be it 
potent factor in disturbing the normal develop- 
ment of both mind and body, and in causing 
and perpetuating physical ills, Near-sighted- 
ness, ,when uncomplicated, causes little or no 
eje-strain. An imperfect centreing of a strong 
-myopic glaes to  the pupils may create g F t  
~~iervous.~disturbanCe, however, because of pris- 
matic eff‘ccts. Bar-sightedness and astigmatism 
&odd be recognised early in.life and corrected 
by glasses. Both cause an unnatpral expendi- 
.ture’ of nervous force, in proportion to the 
extent. of the defect. . Nal-adjustment of the 
eye. muscles may exist as an independent 
deformity, It is a most prolific cause of 
phjsical and mental ills. Imperfect mental 
or plijsicnl development is very apt t a  bB 
associated with sonie type of ere-strain. No 
clrild should ever be allowed to begin its educa- 
ltion without preliminary testing of the eyes 
and also‘6f the-eye muscles. The full amount 
.of pal-adjustment of the eye- muscles js not 
.u.s.ually disclosed, because suifqrer8 of this class 
.~~nc~n~cious ly  acquire ( 4  tricks of adjustment.” 
A very large proportion of eye’ defects is c m  
genital. Eye-strain predispoees to  the deyelop- 
ment of- cataract and ,other eye diseases. The 
‘writer believes that many inmates of institu- 
etions for the feeb]e:minded, inshne hospital$ 
a n d  epileptic colonies owe to  eye-strain their 

This state- 

espected shortly, and, if copfir 2 -ed, the dis- 

‘2 rr4ND RELIEF OF EYE-STRAIN. 

- confinement or social ostracism. 

ment is based upon carefully-collected clinical 
data. Legislative enactment should compel an 
eye examination o f  every child before it enters 
the Public schools. : 

THE RED-LIGHT- TREATMENT OF SMALL- 
, -  

POX. 
Dr. 7’. F. Ricketts, Medical- Superintendent 

of the Metroplitan Asylums Board Small-pox 
Hospitals a t  Eong ’Reach and Joyce Green, re- 
porting to’ the BoirJ, said :-During the past 
yew we have ‘been afforded, an opportunity of 
testing the value of the treatmgnt of small. 
p3x by red light!’ ’‘This treatment was recom- 
mended to th$profdSsion byDr.Finsen,of Copen- 
hagen, who intrbd’pced the light treatment of 
lupus, from Miclh so much benefiti has been 
derived. It was claimed by Dr. Finseii that 
.the exclusion of all but red light ftofn 
the wards in which small-pox patients iyere 
being .treated had the effect of preventing the 
suppuration of the vesicles, of preyent’mg pit- 
ting, of aboli+iug the. suppurative fever, and 
of lowering’the mortalitiy. . To test these 
claims, a sniall ward at the Long Reach 
.Hospital was, in effect, converted into a “.dark 
room)’ such a3 is used. in” photugraphic 
manipulations. This was effectcd by covering 
the windows with ruby fabric, and by screening 
the .entrances to the’ward with. thick curtains 
of Turkey twill. At night the ,only illumina- 
tion was by means o f  a red lamp. About 
a dozen patients mere treated in this 
room, one or two at a time, .thk cases 
being carefully selected, partly as being in 
a very early stage of the disease, and,partly as 
being likely to , develop suppuration in the 
lesions or to exhibit a suppurative fever. With- 
out going into details, it may be stated that in 
no instance did the development of the erup- 
tion-and the progrkss of the case diger from 
what would have been expected had the 
patients been treated in an ordinary ward. 
Three of the patients died, geveral of ‘them 
were badly pitted, and the suppurative fever 
developed in all such patients as would ordi- 
n%rily have. been subject ,to it. . Morepver, it 
keenled to the observers that in some instances 
the gloom of the. ward had a deleterious effect 
.on the general condition of the patieqts. On 
the other hand, i t  was thought <(as, indeed, 
might have bcen expected) that the patients 
’did well in respect of. affeclions of the eye. 
’The experiment must therefore be regarded as 
:a failure; and.1 do not progose.to ask the.Board 
to adapt aQy wards, in this (Joyce Green) hos- 
pital to  this purpose. 
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