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which we are at so much pain; t o  exdude from the 
woun&.of our.patients. . Is this right or logical 7 
1 do not wish t o  be understood as underrating the 

value to a nurse of a thorough knowledge of the 
methods of domestic cleaning, or the value to  a has- 

ita1 of its performance by women with some k n o y  
?edge of its importance, but  it does appear to me 
that, in the light of our presentknowledge, the dutics 
of nurses should be readjusted. Surely one set,of 
nurses for a certain time should be responsible for L,h" 
ward cleanliness, nor should this servide be regarded 
merely as domestic drudgery to  be got through 
as soon as possible, in order that  they may pass 
on to more interesting work. I would have them 
regar$ this duty as one of .themostimportant they 
can perforni, and realise that  any failure in its con- 
scientioils discharge must mean peril to the patienh. 

Then the nurses who attend to the surgical dressings 
should b e  solely employed in that work, and should 
not alternate it with routing microbes, 

The two sets of nurses might change duty periodi- 
cally, proving that  both scrviccs were. regarded as 
eqdally hoqourkble. 

I do not underrate the useor the value df soap and' 
water. I certainly do not undkrestimate' the lengtll' 
of time for which i t  must be used if i t i s  to,be effective 
in cleansing soiled hands from noxious matter, but it 
seems to me senscless to be continually soiling one's 
hand8 and theh spending a cbnsiderable tfme getting 
rid of the dangerous dirt upon them. 

Perhaps I shall he considerod visionary and im- 
practicable, but. surely theviews I have advanced ar0 
based on common-sense principles. 

A SU~WXCAL SISTER. . 
LACK OF DISCIPLINE IN WOMEN. 

To th$ Editor' of fhe "British Journal of Nursing." 
DEAR MADAM,-The conimunity at large owes the 

nurse,training schools a greater debt of gratitude 
thnn i4 apparently realises. I allude to  the fact that 
i t  is only in hospitals.that girls are subjected to  good, 
firm discipline, which helps to  make women of .them. 
It is thereforg to be hoped that  the lqtter-ddy a&- 
tion :'to go as you, please " will never result in 
discipline being relaxed i n  ncrsing schools. Compare 
the average nurse with thcgirls trained for other profes- 
sions. All the latter are usually taught is technical stuff, 
which in  no way affects their cli.aracters, and what poor 
things the majority of them are-feckless and pleasure- 
loving, lackiug in courtesy, and opiuionlrted to :In 
absurd degree. All human beings need to  learn self- 
control, mid it is just the wholcsonie disciplinc ill 
hospitals which irialres a well-traincd nurse so well 
fitted to fight the battle of' life. I hold an official 
Positioir wliere clerks and other girls are engaged, 
trnd suffcr .greatly from their lack of ordcr and good 
~iiaiin,ers.-Yours, 

Pours faithfully, 

A' SToIa. - 
COTTAGE HOSPITALS AS PI~EPARAT~RY 

SCHOOLS. 
To Ihe Ediior of IAe 
DEML M A U A M , - - T ~ ~ ~  suggestion' that cotlnge hos- 

pitalk3 hhould be utilised :t'i prepartttory nursing schools 
for the Ihrger hisfitals might be fehsiblu if their StaffrJ' 
were increased, but not on the lines on which they are, 
US n rule, run tit present. So many'committees secnr 

British Joumal of I\'ursing." 
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t b  think that  if they build a hospital'of ten beds, all 
they have to  do is t o  provide a person whom they call 
a, Matron, provide her with a raw probationer, and 
that the two form an amply sufficient nursing staff. 
The Matron thus has to be housekeeper, day nurse, 
night nurse, theatre nurse, and sometiines cook, rolled 
into ono. I leave your readers to decide how much 
time she has t o  teach the  probationer.-Yours ohedi- 
ently, AN OVERWORILED WOMAN. 

Miss fJau~ulel:+, Battle.-We know of no hospital 
giving a year's training in midwifery. The 'courbd of 
training is as a rule from three to six months, for 
which' a fee varying from $10 10s. to 826 5s. is chargbd. 
We should advise you to write to the Association for 
Promnting the Training of Midwim,  m c r e  House, 
Bew Tothill Street, Westminster, "XI:*. 

Miss Coueens, nford--The only way to  make a con- 
nection is to get the support of the doctors of the 
neighbourhood. W e  should suggest your calling on 
the medical practitioners nud hiinisters in your vicinity, 
drawing their attention to the home and t o  your own 
qualifications, and inviting their support. You should 
:rlso supply them with cards bearing the address of the 
home and the terms charged, as these details are easily 
forgotten by busy practitioners. 

lllaterrLity Nwse.--We expect you mean Milo Food, 
which was recently noticed in these columns. IG is 
supplied by Henri  NestlB, 48, Cannon Street, 
London, E.C. 

Colonial Nuwe.-The BRITISH JOURNAL OF NURSING, 
the American Jozmal of Nursing, the Aicstmlasian 
Nurses' Joicrwl, and &U, the organ of the  Victorian 
Nurses' hsociation, all s u  port the principle of ShtQ 
Registration for Nurses. Pt  is a significant fact tl?t 
wherever nurses hnve a voice in the policy of their 
professional journa's these orguns support, State &.w- 
Iration. W? see this plainly in the League journals 
in this country, of which there are now quite a goodly 
crop. 

* T 

. 'Ftotfce$, 
THE SOCIETY FOR THE STATE REGIsTRA- 

TlON OF TRAINED NURSES. 
All those desirous of helping on the important move- 

ment of this Society to  obtain r~ Bill providing for the 
legal registration of trained nurses s i l l  find au applica- 
tiou foim t n  1 n e iii. of tbe covtr of this journul, or 
can obtain all information cot,cerning the Society and 
i t8  work from the Secretirp, 431, Oxford Street, 
London, W. 

CONTRIBUTIONS. 
The Editor will at  all times be iilcnsed to consider 

articles of a suitable nature for iriseitiou in 'this journal 
-those on practical nursing are specially invitcd. 
Editor will also be pleased to receive puraigraphs, such 
as items of nursing news, results of nurycs' exiiminatiollsi 
new appoiittments, reports of hospital functions, also 
letters on questions of interest to iiurses, and newspapers 
marked with reports of matters of profeyyionul interest. 

Such communications must be duly autlmticalod 
with name and address, not necessarily for PublicutiOQ, 
but as evidcnce of ood fnith, and Rhould Le ~ l d r f . ~ ~ ~ d  
to  the Editor, %I, &per fViinpole Strcoc. London, U'*. 

OUR FRIZE'  PUZZLE. 
Ry!es for compef,in,r for Che P.ctc rial Puzzle Prke ?,ill 

be found on' Advertisimfnb p a p  xij. ' , , , t , a , f  ' 
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