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COUNTY NURSING 14’SS0CIATIONS. 
To the Editor of the (‘ British Journal of Nurshg.’ 
DEAR MADAW,-I think that many of us who have 

be& somewhat exercised in our minds over the 
County Nursing Associations will welcome Miss 
Euglies’ statement that there is no pretence at assum- 
ing that these women are trained nurses. They are 
rgistered midwives with first-aid knowledge.” It‘ the 
public could but grasp this fact, we should have no 
dJfficulty then in showing that no scheme for the 
registration of trained nurses will injuriously affect 
tljem. The people who are injuriously affected a t  pre- 
sent seem to me to be the nurses who have received 
a$ adequate education, for it is constantly asserted that 
tdey will be wrolrging a useful class of workers by 
&tempting to qsbablish standards of education for 
tbemselveb. Miw Hughes puts the matter on a right 
bash, and shows thab the Countpnurses can beregistered 
b$‘nWWives, which t eynre, and they have, therefore, no 
sdrt af grievance., k he only pity is that these Couuh 
At3sociations were ever given the name of Nursing 
Apsociations. It seems t o  me very misleading. A- 
ooecalled 9mxe,”and attending the sick, is considered 
to be a trahcd nurse by the majority of people : hence 
t2ie conip1ications.--I am, dear Madam, youm faith- 

To tie Baittar of the (‘British Journal of Nwrsing.” 
. DEAR Mmqr,-It was with thg feging of utter un- 
belief that I read the tale of the patieninfi, Xwse (1 , 
Novel and Cigarette in the issue of‘Octobeq l5t  R . 
But, being “vouched for,” I could but co2cIude it as 
tlie truth. I hardly think this “nurse had done 
three years’, or more, vork in a training-school. Her 
conduct is more like wliilt a very bad specimen of t1ie 
semi-trained, and consgquently uninterested and 
pethaps uneducated, woman might arrive a t  
when away from any Matron’s tuition. The only 
other alternative is that she was qualiged to en‘ter,‘as 
inmate, an asylum for the insane. It seems to me, 
the longer one is in hospitnl, the more one comes in 
close contact with the marvellous workings of the 
human body (to say nothing of the human soul), the 
more one is awed by the sudden cessation of the human 
machinery. I have seen and known not a few nurses, 
in all stages of training, and have only once found it; 
needhl, or known other people find it needful, to 
reprimand a n u r ~ e  for levity at; the bedside of a dead 
or dying-patient. Even she, I feel sure, kbuld %e 
horrified i,f the above conduct were attributed t o  her. 
zt, issincerely to be hoped thrtt, if ever in the future 
n State Registered nurse develops such alarming 
8ym toms, she will be struck off the roll, and politely 
w d  k d l y  advised to consult a specialist tor mental 

A , S I ~ E B ,  . diseases.-Yours truly, 
To*th& Bditor of the O r  British Journal of Nursiq),” ‘ MADAM,-The inhuman monster whose callous reply 

to her patient you reported last week should not be 
,permitted to  nurse the sick. Such a reply was 
enough to kill a dangerously-ill person on the spot. 
How do such women get into our houses? There 
must be something wrong somewhere. 

TBAIWD NURSE. - fLfllY, 
! A TRUE STORY. 

- 
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A CLUB WONAS. 
[At f7lcesent, indifferently-trained nurses are a. comh 

meicia asset to unscrupulouly-managed institutions, 
and, until the public demand a. guarilntee of .effl&ncy 
and conduct from the State, it is at  the mercv of the ._ - 
nurse-sweating comihblli ty;--~~.] _ .  

Cotitnzents anb IRepIfes, - 
Enquirer, NonoicA.-We should advise you to obtain 

“Practnical Nursing,” by Miss I s h  Stewart, Matr n 
of St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, hnd Dr. aerbert  CL&, 
F.R.C.S., Medical Superintendent of the Norbh- 
&stern Hospital, Tottenhsm. This book W ~ M  origln- 
ally published in two volumw, but- iH now being 
brought out in one volume, price 5s. ngt. WO thi k 
you would find it very useful. It .is .published &y 
William Blsclrwood nnd Sons, Xdinburgh and London. 

Sriuate Nurse.-Apply to the Matron, Sir Julian 
Goldsmid’s Home of Rest for Nurses, 12, Sussex 
Square, Brighton, who will let you know when them 
is a vacancy. You are quite eligible, providing, of 
course, you have not been exposed t o  infection. 

A Would-be Nurse.-Midwifery or monthly nuw 
ing training is not, exoept quite exceptionally, 
included in the three years’ coume at a geneml hos- 
pital. In some of out best-organised Poor Law in&- 
maries, however, bhis valuable experience is obtained 
in the three ye&s9 course. We should advise you to 
write t o  the Matrons of some of the London infW 
mwies. You will find a list of them in Mae N u l n g  
Directory, published a t  the OEOW of this journal. 

Miss P. W. , Bimningham.-Re$dmtion by the Con- 
tral Midivives’ Board is necessary If you wish to practise 
as a midwife, that is, to take normal cases on youP own 
responsibility. If you wish to act only as a maternity 
nurse it is optional whether you register or . not. 
Regiskation is, of course, a guarantee of the pos&- 
sion of a certain amount of knowledge on poub path 
On the other hand, some medical men object to em- 
ploying registered midwives to nurse their patienh 
and so to introduce them t o  those who canif thv 
choose in subsequent confinement take the cases thrjm. 
* .  selves as independent practitioners. 
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THE SOCIETY FOR THE STATE REGISTRA- 
TION OF TRAINED NURSES, 

All those desirous of helpiog on the importanb move- 
ment of this Society to obtain a Bill roviding for the 
legal registration uf traihed liurses wi8 find an applfca- 
tion form on page vi!., or o&n obbain all in€orma6ion 
concerning the Society and ita work from the Seoretary, 
431, Oxford Street, London, W. 

CONTRIBUTIONS, 
The Editor will at all times be plsaaed to  , ~ ~ d d a F  

articles of 8 suitable nature for insation in thia O U T Q ~ ~  
-those on practical nursing are sReoially invitrsk The 
Editor will also be pleaded to  receive paragraphs, 
as items of nursing newa, reaulta of nurses’ examinat1onsj 
new appointments, reports of hofjpitd functions, also 
letters on questiona of interest tonurses, and newspapers 
marked with reports of matters of profeatrional intreresb. 

Such pommunications inuat be duly authenbicrqbd 
W i t h  name and address, nob neceaharily for publication, 
but as evidence of ood faith, and should be ad~bag@d 
to the Edibob, 20, &per Wimpole Streeb, London, w* I 

OUR PRIZE WJZILE. 
Rulea for oompebing for the Picborid .Puerle PdW.V’j** 

-bo found on Adverbiaemenb p a ~ e  vi$, , . .  
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