Nov. 5, 1904]

Outside the Gates.

WOMEN.
.. The Society of Women
2y - - Journalists held its annual
A%, . meeting it the Institute of
8 Journalists, Tudor "Street,
K1, Bk on Saturday. In the absence
. of the President, Lady Sarah
i, Wilson, Mrs. Jack Johnson
U} ' P ocenpied 'thé 'chair.s  Mrs,
= == Bulstiode, ‘the Hon, Secre-
T———=sae=— fiyyyin prosenting theannual
report, show8d hLow ' the™ sjdiety * had swrved its
momboers”by biinging ‘tHeny: togetherht various enter-
tainments, by ~organising lecbures of professional
interest, by adording personal introductions to various
editors, and:by the establishmenst -of an information
bureau, whereby new publications are brought to the
notice of members on:the one hand, and the qualifica-
tions of -membexrs are brought to the notice of editors
on the other..’»On the motion of Miss Dolf Wyllarde,
seconded by Mrsr Greenwood, the report was adopted.
—Mrs. T. P...O'Connor, -in taking up her dubies as
president for the ensuing year, said the only form of
genius she possessed wag the genius of friendship.
Most men were fond of saying thab there was no such
thing as friendship between women, but women con-
stantly disproved that assertion by marching shoulder
to shoulder, helpful, kind, and tender"to each other.
Of course, man liked to say thaf, because it made him
feql that woman was dependent on him, and ‘every-
thing that made him feel a large, manly, generous,
stalwart, and patronising cresture increased. his joy in
life.—A delightful social gathering followed after the

business meeting.

>

The hundredth anniversary of the promulgation of
the code of laws which Franee owes to Napoleon was
celgbrat:,ed in Paris on Saturday with as much state as
Republican simplicity permits. The - President
autendgd'a, meebing in tho great hall of the Sorbonne.
Hundieds of -high officials. in"full robes and-uniform
weore present and several orations setting forth the
blegsmgs bestowed on TFrance by the code were
delivered. Tmmediately after the close of an oration
Yy the -Minister of Justice, a lady in the audience
suddenly rose and. excitedly exclaimed : ¢ Down with
the code! It oppresses women!” -She was at-once
Temoved by a policemsan and taken to the nearcst
police station, where she gave ‘her name, and stated
she was a member of the Feminist League. She
was-released with & ‘cabion, "'Several -ladies-in cabs
hissed the official personages as they: came out of the
Sorbonne, and ‘many sandwich men, displaying
‘plaegrdsprotésbing'in the name-of woman against the
glorification of-the code, were also in evidence.- A
‘meetmg under the presidency of Madame- Marguerite
Durand, editor of the now extinct woman’s -paper La
Fronde; was held in the evening, and & resolution was
passed urging that the two sexes should be given
,equal rights, fhus relieving woman from’ the-condition
"of inferiority-in which they were placed by the code.

0 les: Frederic 'Harvison tells in the November
.ornhill a tale which My.’ Charles Austid’ Wld‘1i°§9f a
scene’hié witnesséd when the Verdaillais entered Paris.
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The tale” has been told in a poem by Vietor Hugo.
This is Mr. Charles.Austin’s prose version ;—;, |
“Hs gaw one day roaming abonb Paris—a nob uni
common &i ght—a group of men and women put againsp
a wall .to  be shof. Their hands were supposed to be
blackened with powder. Amongsb them was & lad of
twelve or fourteen who, before the order to shoot could
bo given, stepped forward and begged to ‘be allowed to
tivke back the watch his mother had lent him,”” He pro-
duced a hugﬁtumip of 'a watch &nd promised faithfully
to return. * Mr. Austin said it 'was a’ morent of anguish,
None could b surb the child’ was -telling the truth ; bub
the offiter *commanding, tgiving®him ~a -kick, -said :
‘Va-t’en au-diable!’” The child ran off, the order to
shoot rang out, but the horrid business was hardly over
before the.clatter of feot .was heard, the hoy reappeared
round & corner, and, putting himself againsh the wall,
Erepm-ed for death, It was impossible to kill that
eroic little soul.” .
-¢¢It renews one’s faith
Mr. Austin,

An offer, of which custodians’ of nurses’ libraries
should widely avail themselves, i that'now made by
Messrs, Fisher Unwin, 11,  Paternoster Buildings,
London, R.C., to dispose of the séries of seven volumes
issued by them in conmnéction with the' Inpernational
Congress of Wonien, held in Lbndon in 1899, for thé
nominal sum of 7s. 6d. the seb. "The original price
Was 24s. 6d, ' Of special ‘interest to nurses is the
volume confaining the répoit'of the Nursing Sechion
(Vol. 4).” We commend this fidtice to thd atbehtion of
our American colleagues. A .

The first copy of ¢ The World and his Wife,” a new
sixpenny mdnthly, was issued by the Harmsworth Co.
on Wednesday last, It is beautifully got up, and we
have no doubt that it will ‘attain' the widespread
,%(;pulariby of ‘the other publications df the same firm.

o like to recognise merit when we'see it; and a large
amount of excellent work Iras'iesn put into this new
magazine, which is sure to'fiidke it & success. )

in human natare,” .said

R e

B ook of the Wieek.

... THE MARRIAGE YOKE.* "
Dr. Arabella Kenealy’s book should be particularly
interesting to nurses, since it deals with a situation
which, half .a century ago, was almost unheard of—
the position of the well-born, well-bréed woman as sick
nurse in a private family, It has seversal times sur-
prised the reviewer that.such a sifuation has not
oftener been the novelist’s theme. The whole idea is
‘go purely modern that people.have been busy, ever
ginoe gentlewomen book up trained nursing, in trying
to adjust the new system to existing ideas, or trying
to enlarge existing ideas so as to include it, according
as temperament, fancy, or breeding dictated. -

Sir Nigel Harland is the husband of a wife who is &
helpless log. . She was operated on fifteen years ago for
tumour on the brain, Life was saved, .but ab the cost
of almost. all else. . She can neither speak nor move,
except that she is just able to carry such a thing as a
‘biscuit.to her mouth. How much intelligence remainsg
is a doubtful point ; bub certainly not enough forher
to be able to grasp abstractidess. She had at no time
-in her eareer been -worthy -of - esteem—a fast, extrava-

" " ¥ By Aribella Keresly. (Hurst and Blackott.)
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