Dro, 3, 1904]

JwThe Matrons” Couneil,. .~ .
. The Sotiety for the State Registration of Trained
Nurses: = -~ S
The League of St Bartholomew's Hospital
Nurges,
. The-Tieague of St. John’s House Nurses.
»Thé Tieague of Chelsea Tnfirmary Nursas,
-The Leicester Infirmary Nurses’ League,
The Registered Nurses’ Society. T
Mpys, Kildare Treacy, Lady Superintendent of
the City of Dublin Nursing - Institution, who had

come over from Dublin, attended as the representa-

tive of the Irish Nurses’ Association, -

The minutes ‘of the last- meeting having been read
and ‘confirmed, Miss Stewart said :—

- LapIrs,-~—When we last met, on-April 8th, it was
with-the objeet of forming & Provisional Committes
‘which ‘might et ds the Inmtermediary between the
hivses ‘of this Couiib'y and the International Council
of Nurses until such time as a National Council of
Nurses is fully formed, and it was unanimously
decided that this was desirable, Those  present
wete. commissioned to carry back to the Leagues and
‘Beocieties-which they represented an accouns of ‘the
proceedings, ‘asking them to co-operate in the forma~
tion of a.Provisional Committee, with the result that
wenow have forty-two delegates from seven societivs,
and we have before us to-day an application for
representation on the Commitee from the Parish of
Nottingham Nurses’ League, :

The following fifteen hembers of this Provisional
Committee: wete présent at the Quinquennial
Mesting of the Lnternational Council of Nurses held
in Berin in June lagh :—

Mrs, Bedford Fenwick, President of the Inter-
national Council of Nurses, Delegute of the Registered
Nurses’ Society. . .

. Miss Isla ‘Stewart, Hon. Vice-President of the
International Council of Nurses for Great Britain
and Ireland. . .

. Miss .Kuight, Matron General Hospital, Nobting-
ham; Miss Ross, Matron, Western Hospital, Fulham
Miss M. Breay, Hon. Secretary, Delegates of the
Matrons’ Council. '

- Miss Richmond, Matron, Women’s Hospital,
Birmingham j Miss Huxley, President Irish Nurses’
Association ;. Miss MacDonnell, R.R.C., Matron of
the Richmond Hospital, Dublin Delsgates of the
Society for the State Registration of Trained Nurses.
. l\flffias Jenkins, Lady Superintendent, Resident

ta.
%ms E. M. Waind, Lady Superintendent, Galen

ouse, " Guildford, Delegates of the Leajue of the
88, Baitholomew’s: Hospital Nurses: -

_*Miss : Barton,
The - Lady Hetmione Blackwoo,
Chelsea Infiirmary Niurses' League.
.- Migs M. Bum‘,%

Hajise Nurses: | ,

«

The Biitish Jouvnal of Mursing,

uarbers, St. “Bartholomaw’s Hospital, E.C.

latron” of the. Chelsea Infirmary ;.
d, Delegates of the :

slegaté of the Leagué of St. John's “
" Misé "Rogers, Matron of the Leéicester Infirmary ;
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Miss E. Pell Smith, Lady Superisitendént 'of “the
Home Hospital, Leicester, Delegates of the. Leicester
Infirmary Nurses' League. A .
At the meeting of the International Council the
following resolution was carrietl'hnanirﬁodsly i
“ That invitations be officially sent to the Federa;
tion of American Nurses, the Provisional Commjttes
of  the Natiotial ‘Council of Nurses of Hngland,
and: the German Nurses’ Association, inviting them
to affiliate with the International Council of
Nurges.” o P
Since then I have received: a letter from.’ Miss
L. L. Dock, Hon. Secretary of the Couneil, formally
inviting this Provisional Committes to co-oparate,
with the Council, and -it is -to “e-méider this letter
that this meeting has been convened to-day. .
The Chairman then called upon Mixs Breay to
read Miss Dock’s letter, which was as follows :— .-
To mEE CHAIRMAN AND MBEMBERS OF THE _;PX;-
VISIONAT. COMMITTEE UPON INTERNATIONAL A¥:

FILIATION FoR ENGLAND. ’ o
Madam Chairman and Members of the Comiitbee;—
It is my most pleasant dusy tu lay before Foin for
your formal consideration the following dction ‘taken
by the International Council of Nurses.at ibs.uheets
ing in Berlin on June 17th. After the hearing of
reports from different countries on the. satus -of
nursing organisation, it was proposed by ‘Miss_‘sg.
Stewart, seconded by Miss Dock, and: cdriied undni-
mously :— P TR RS
““That invitations be. officially sent bo the American
Federation of Nurses, the Provisional Committee: of
the National Council of Nurses of England, and: the:
German Nurses' Association, inviting. them to-affiligte
with the International Council of Nurses,” = "
T therefore beg your esrmest consideration’of the
motion, with all that it involves, and’ 'éOnﬁﬂéQE}g;
hope for an affirmative reply, as your very presencé ab’
the Berlin meeting, which gave the Councillors, of the'
International such deep satisfaction and hope, was an
assurance that English nurses were 'syinputhetically
interested in the question of international udion, *
The aspiration which draws us on toward inber-
national bonds is the aspiration toward a full and com-
plete self-development. We feel—we see in all
directions—we hear on all sides, in all countries,
the criticisms and reproaches directed against un-
worthy representatives of our profession.” Crude and
half-edacated women, being admitbed 4s they are by
hundreds every year into' the ranks of nursing, with
no standards, no ideals, no:stimulus, must inevitably
drag down the good name of the nursing art, once
rescued from ignominy by Florence Nightingale and
her peers. Itisnot the fault of nurses themselves
that this flood of half-trained women is baing, poured
forth. It is the result’ of ignorhnce on the’ parb of
hospital and infirmary nandgers, of graed on”the side
of nursing institutions, and of indifference on 'the part
of the public. - S \
Nevertheless, intelligent and educated nurses are
seriously o blame if they do ‘nob fake cogngapce of
bad conditions. The refined and educited ' nurses
st Aot the stindatd and draw the line to-day, jush:
i Mins ;Nifwﬁﬁgal\e‘&i'&,‘ by exdrting the power ¢
charaoter and inflitence 44 she 'did.

Bub bo do bhis i is absolubely necessary to Have &
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