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The large hall at 20, Hanover dquare, London, 
W., waa filled to its utmost‘capacity on Wednesday 
afternoon last by, an audience of trained nurses; 
who had assembled on the’invitation of the Yatrons’ 
Council and the Soliety for the State Registration, 
of Traiped Nurses, “ To enter the strongest ,possible 
Protest against the License of the Board of Trade 
being granted to a Society which seeks to obtain 
absolute authority over Trained Nurses.!’ They 
foregTthered from all parts of the kingdom; athe 
uniform’ .of the nurses of the Queen VictoEia’s 
Jubilee Institute was conspicuous, as were the badges 
of the Nursed Co-operation and the Royal British 
Nurses’ Association, vhile members . of the 
Matrons? Council, the Leagiie of St. BartholomeW.’s 
Bospital Nurses, the League of St. John’s House 
Nurses, the .Chelsea Infirmary ‘Nurses’ League, the 
Leicester Infifmary Nurses, the Royal South Eants 
Nurses’ League, and a largo number of the member6 
of the Society for the State Registration of. Trained 
Nurses. filled the room and overflowed into the 
passage. 

The chair .vas taken by Lady Helen Munrd 
Berguson, who, in opening the meeting, called upon 
$IFS. Bedford Fenwick to read the notice convening 
the meeting, and to report letters and telegrams 
mhich had been”received. 1 

Mrs. Fenwick said that letters, which were too 
numerous to read, had been received from all parts 
of the United Kingdom. She would like t o  mention 
specially one from Miss Pdter, General Superinteq 
dent of the Queen Victorials Jubilee Iqstitute 
for Nurses, who greatly regretted that a Council 
Meeting of tho Institute a t .  the same hour 
prevented her froin being present at the Meating of 
Protest, with the object of which she was in warm, 
sympathy, and from Fraulein Agnes Karll, President 
of the German Nurses’ Association, who vbrote ex- 
pressing her sympathy with the object of the meet- 
iug, as well as that of Miss Dock, Hon. Secretary 
International Council of Nurses. 

Lady Helen then sitid : 1,amhere to day to take 
the place of the Prdsident of the Society for the 
State Registration of Trained Nuraes, Miss Louisa 
Stevenson, whp for yews has been strug-:ling 
ac5ively and. strenuously t? secure State R-gistra- 
tion, and who, to the regret of all, is unable to be 
with us to-day owing to illneas and family bereave- 
ment. 

This meeting i s  convened to enter a foFmal ex- 
pression of protest against ths incorporatlon of a 
Society which seeks to obtain authority over trained 
nurses. There are professional reason3 for strenuous 
opposition to the proposed scheme, which might 
fetter for all time the power of free action and, 
professional development of trained nurses. 1 As thg 
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neither the grocer, the butcher, the millrman, nor 
the’brewer will cheat them long ; but of this ixh- 
palpable substance, called air, so vital to their well- 
beihq, and of whiah Nature has provided such an 
illimitablo and free supply, they know little or 
nbthing, and cannot tell the good from the bRd. 8 

They rise with ’a feoling of 
lassitude, which either they do not notice, because 
it has become habitual, or else attribute to  some 
cause connected mlth last night’s suppdr, OP what 
not, but never to the poisonous air they have been 
breathing. The husband rushes ’ for the train 
(happy is it for him if he is late and has to run, 
for he will pant before he gets t o  the station, and 
be forced to gulp down good air ih great draughts). 
There he clambers into a third-class carriage, into 
which he and his fellows are stowed like .herringsJq 
and in which he resumes the poisoning process. At 
his business things may be better, ‘but the chauces 
of this are not great. Is he an artizan, he is very 
probably forced to use artificial light, even in 
the daytime, and this time the. flame will 
he close to his work, and therefore actually 
lowei- tlms his IaostnYs. Is he a clerk, his 
desk may be in some polry back office, or even in the 
basement, and the air not only polluted with the 
products of respiration, but also with the wares of 
his trade, At his eating- or coffee-house the same 
deosygenised air is present for his consumption, and 
as soon as work is over he resumes his seat of *the 
previous evening, probably .glad enough to get into 
it again, for he is far less strong than he should be. 
Evefywhore God’s great gift of fresh air has been. 
denied him, and who then can wonder at his ashen. 
looks, at his physical debility, Such are the 
average conditions of life in this enlightened 
twentieth centiwfi and such are ’ the folk, who are 
breeding and rearing the coming race. ’ 

(To be continue(.) 

We recommnd to our readers that they should 
not only read, but carefully study, the extraordinarily 
brilliant article written by PIiss L. L. Dock, Hon. 
Secretary of the International Council of Nurses, on 
state Registration which me pliblish . in  this issue.. 
We ask them to bring i b  to the notice of fellow 
nurses, doctors, hospital managers and politicians ; 
it is full of wisdom and good feelixlg and goes to 
the root of the whole question. The article, reprinted 
in pamphlet form, will be ready nest meek, 
price 2d., and we hope a large number’ will be 
ordered and distributed by those interested in ‘the 
nursing question. This is one of the ways in  yhich 
every nurse can help forwarcl the great professional 
movement which is for her own individual benefit, 
as well as that of her profession and of the public. 
And the day is past when a nurse can sit down with 
folded hands and think that ot.hcrs should do a11 the 
work for her advancement. She must help herself. 

Morning coniea. 
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