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TliaL all English people (with the exception of Mr. 
Sydney Holland) are coming to  recognise the necessity 
for some form of registration is conclusive, and on 
those lines prowss is being made in spite of the row. 

The humilia8ng thing that must be faced in both 
countries (England and the United States) isin the fact 
that bothof these gigantic schenies*have come about he- 
cause of a lack of unity and loyalty among the nurses 
themselves. The discord amoug nupses in Great Britain 
has been a disgrace for years. Vithout some assur- 
ance of a “following,” Dr. Worcester mould have had 
no motive for even the suggestion of a voluntary 
society in New England. 

The pettiness and jealousy that have brought about 
these conditions are, we believe, more faults of sex 
than of the profession. I t  is as women that nurses 
are hiling, the weak and dependent ones, like their 
mothers and grandmothers since the world began, 
i-nstinctively following the leadership of any man, 
good or bad, wise or unwise, just or unjust, it makes 
no difference. 

So me are forced to  acknowledge the truth of the 
idea that the world can progress, and nursing can pro- 
gress, only according to  the moral strength and wisdom 
and courage of its women in standing together for 
mhat is best for the whole. 

I n  America nurses have not fallen to  the depths of 
discord that  prevail in England, but there have been 
examples in several of the States where standards have 
been lowered or measures lost entirely because of this 
very lnclr of unity and loyalty on the part of nurses 
towmds nurses. 

The struggle that the English nurses are making for 
the right to  live free professional lives with B voice in 
the management of their own affairs should be a warn- 
ing to those women in this country who are not willing 
to follow the lead of the majority, but rather risk 
destruction to  all progress by following after selfish 
schemers whose motives no one can solve. 

* T 

Cbe fIDibwives’ act, 
An interesting paper dealing exhaustively with 

the worlring of the hlidwives’ Act was last week 
read before the Incorporated Society of Medical 
Officers of Health by L)r. G. H. Fosbrolte, County 
Medical officer for Worcestershire. 

Speaking of the Act, Dr. Fosbroke said :- 
‘‘ In  spite of the fact that considerable opposition 

was encountered before it became law, I believe 
much good will result from its enactment; for i t  
should, and doubtless will, raise the standard of 
midwives, and ensure that parturient women shall, 
as far as practicable, bave the benefit of properly- 
trained midwives.” 

That there is much to be done still in the educa- 
tion of midwives is evident, for Di: Fosbroke d C 8 J  
in taking exception to the rule of the Central Mid- 
wives’ Board defining the appliances which a mid- 
wife shall carry, “Of what good can a ther- 
’mometer be i f  the midwife cannot read1” And, 
again, “I do not consider it safe to put a catheter 
into the hands of an untrained, ignorant midwife.” 

* The Guy’s sehcmo in this country l ~ u d  thu5 of Dr. 
Worcesbr in New Englasd, 

PROGRESS ABROAD.‘ 
Preparations ake going forward for the Inter- 

nntional Congress on Taberadosis, to be held in 
Paris in Octobei; wlien reports’ on Tuberculosis 
and the treatment of its various forms will be 
made by some of the leading phgsicimns gathered 
together from all parts of the world. 

I n  view of this it will perhaps be interesbing t o  
glance at some of the work other countries have 
been doing in the strug4le again8t the devouring 
monster of diseaSe, which select3 itr victims from all 
nations aud classes. France is in the forefront of 
the battle. The report of the first year’s work of 
the c c  Permauent Commission for the Prevention of 
TubercuIosis in France” has just been published, 
and contains some useful. suggestions. The Com- 
mission has been the means of exciting a widespread 
and practical interest in its objects, Modo1 sana- 
toria have been erected at lly&res and Montigny j 
the Rothschild brothera gave ten inillion ‘francs for 
the erection of sanitary dwellings for working men j 
a number of dispensaries liave been opened in 
various cities, and 10,000 children have been sent 
to the country for the summer holidays. 

The Imperial Austrian ,Railway Department of 
Vienna has issued stringent regulations, to be 
observed on all Austrian railway lines, strictly pro- 
hibiting promiscuous spitting, under penalty of a 
fine of 2-200 kronen (about Is. Sd.-&lO). Rules 
are laid down as to the shape and nature of 
spittoons, which are to be provided in all the rail- 
way carriages, platforms, waiting-rooms, &c., and 
the entire railway staff are to receive information, 
by means of a circular, of the nature of tubercu- 
losis, and the hygienic measures for its prevention. 
At Davos, the articles of the disinfection law con- 
cerning expectoration were revised in January, and 
consulnptives are nom requested to carry a pocket 
spittoon. 

I n  Germany, Dr. IIoffa has founded a society in 
Berlin to collect funds for erecting‘ a Children’s 
Convalescent Home on the outskirts of Berlin, for 
chi!dren suffering from tuberculous disease of the 
bones and joints. Speaking of the advantageous 
effects of sea air and seaside hospital treatment on 
this disesse, Dr. Hoffa points out that unfortu- 
nately it is impossible to send all these poor sick 
children t o  the seaside-there are t.00 many of 
them. In 1902, 1,300 children with tubercular 
disease of the bones and joints were treated at  
the different hospitals in Berlin. He maintains, 
however, that sea-air is not necessary for the cure 
of this form of tuberculosis. The same factors 
which contribute to the cure of pulmonary tubex- 
culosis-sun, rest, fresh air, and good food- 
wherever they may be had, are equally efficacious. 
The building of the new Convalescent Home 
(which will take 100 cliildrea) is to be commenced 
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