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¢ She drew a long breath and looked at the room,

The floor was bare, not even a rug by the bedside,
‘There was hardly any furniture, except the great

- . square, four-poster- mahogany bedstead, its hang.
. ings of blue and silver damask riddled by time and
"+ moths. The curtains .by the open window showed
‘' as fine lace work.  There was a blackened, gilt-
- framed glass over the mantelshelf. A basin-stand

. . Of common grained deal held a chipped basin and
! jug of the cheipest kind. ' A plain deal table served
- ag a dressing-table, but ‘the toilet-glass was
.i ' Sheraton, . and” had" brass candle-sconces * either
v sideof it . .. o

. It'is in these surroundings that Anneis most charm-
inig.: We do ot wonder that the widower thought so,
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. ~ The Tides.
Be“caretftil wlhat ribbish you toss in the tide, 5
., On outgoing billows it drifts from your sight ;
But back on the incoming waves it may ride, -
And land ab your threshold again before nighs.
Be careful what-rubbish you toss in the tide. =,
Bb careful what follies you toss in life's'ses,
- _On bright dancing billows they toss far away ;
But back on the Nemesis tides they may be,
1 Thrown down at your threshold an unwelcome day.
Be ¢dreful what follies you toss in youth's'sea. '
© - Bria WaErLER Wicox, in Poeins of Power.

Wihat to Read.

¢ A Mother of Czars.” . A sketch of the life of Marie
Feodorowna,, wife of Paul 1. and mothor of Alexander
I. and Nicholas 1. - By Mrs. Colguhoun Grant.
.. “*Seth of the Cross,” By Alphonse Courlander.

¢ The Confessions of An Ambitious Mother.” |

*“Sandy.” By the author of *‘Mrs. Wiggs of the
Cabbage Patch.” oo

*‘ Fond Adventures.” Tales of the Youth'of the
World. ' By Maurice Hewlstt. L
% The Bell in‘the Fog,” and other stories,’ By
Gertrude Atherton. = .
. ““The Red Cravat.,” By A. T. Sheppard.

¢-Thé Mirble City.,” By G. B. Burgin.
. *‘ Reminiscences of a Radical Parson.”
W. Tuckwell, M.A.

** The Middle Wall.”

By Rev.
By Edward Morshall.

Comiitig Byents.

.. May 3rd.—Méeting of the Executive Committee of
the Soeiety for the State Registration of Trained
Nuises, 431, Oxford Street, London, W., 4.30 p.m.
April 26th.—Princess Christian lays the foundation-
stone, of the West Wales Sanatorium at Alllymynda,
noar Lllanbyther, Carmarthenshire. Lo
- Muy 5th.—The Board of Trade will hear objections
to the granting of a Licence to the Incorporabed
Society for Promoting the Higher Fducation and
Training of Nurses to incorporate without the word
“ Limited ” aftet its name, in the Deputation Room
of the Board, ab7; Whiteliall Gardéns, S.W., 11.30.
May 11th.—Select Comimitteé on Nursing, Chair-
inan; H: J. Tennant, Esq., M.P., Houze of Communs,
Committee Room 17, 11.30 a.m. o
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" CWWhilst cordially -iwviting | comman-
. eationd wpon, all subjécts for these
|- reolumns, we wish it to, e distincily
7 understood. that we 'do mot v, Any
" WAY holdours:lves responsible for:

f et the. opinidns expréssedy by «dir

cornespondents.
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*To the Bditor of the * British Journal of Niwsing.”
_ Dear'Mabiar,—Lam glad to see that you call atten-,
tion in yoir valudble paper to,the injustice done to,
privaté nurses by using, their eafpings o - 'support
charitable schemos for rursing the sick'poer. The
wealthy should regard the sapport of such sdcieties ag
an obligation of wealth, and oxe would haye supposed,
had one not ample proof .to -the contrary, ‘that  the
““leisured classes” would have. seorned tQ,,,alibifﬁhp
expenses of such nursing to be défrayed “ £6"a " con-
siderable extent” by the' tnacknowledged: gifts of
nurses who are working women. .. v . . . . .
How often one sees that the expenses of charitable
work: are defrayed out of the ‘‘profits” of privite
nursing instibutions. What doés this mean ? Simply,
in plain language, that the nurses are not paid the
whole of their earnings, and thab the balance between
what they éain and what they receive is annéxed and

utilised—of course,: after expenses’ are .defrayed—by

the Cominittees who employ them. = ¥Why hurses sub-
mib to such a system is more than I can understand.
. Why "do they nob all, as some’ do, join together
and form é-operations, take their own fees, and defray
their own office expenses, instead of being farmed out
for the benetit of the middleman, whether philanthropic
or commercial ? It has been proved that this can be
done on a 7% per cent. basis, to cover'the expense of
officés and the necessary secretarial work. . Of course,
if a Résidential Home is maintained, which some
nurses -prefer, for. living. about in boarding-houses
between'cased is costly and comfortléss, the expense
will be proportionately increaséd. The point is that
the whole of thé profits Felong to the nurses, whose
earnings théy are, and should not be miahipulated: by
Committees, | . L
. Take & case in pdint. I know & nuise who for more
thin a year has been enrning £2 2s. a wéek at one
case. Thése fees are paid to the institution, and the
nurse receives a quarterly eheque for £8 16s., her
earnings for ‘that period being, of course, £27 6s.
True, the Home which sends hor out must be main-
tained, and she may return to it ab any time, but
her contribution to its support—vizi, £18 1ls. out of
£27 6s,, she costing it absolutely nothing except a
trifle for uniform—seems excessive to the lay mind,
Why nurses consent to such arfangements isa poing
which always puzzles ‘me. - Are they ‘oo inert; too
incapable to place their affdirs on & business’ basis ?
Judging from their ‘capacity in other directions, ne
would nob Have supposed so, but what other reason is
worthy of donsidération when the obvious ddvantages
of such & system are weighed ? Perhaps some of your
private nursing redders Will be good énough’to’ expliin
the inexplicable to LAYWOMAN, 7?
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