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THE LETTEVERE[N BERLIN - ";"

By Miss P. Camgus, © 7
Preszden& of the Industmal Sectzon .

The Letbe-Verel'n whlch
g under the protsecbmn of
Her Majesty the Kmpress
Auvgusta Vlcborm,, is a society
, % . “whose aim ik is to improve

B the. practical education of
) ml [ young ladies of the bebber

- classes, . :

" In trammu bhem for 8
practical pr ofessmn, it makes
bhem ca.pa.ble of earning theirown living and of hecom-’
ing'self-dependant in life.

The Letbe- Verein has ' its home in Berlin, W. Vlc-
toria. Luiseplatz, 6. It is conducted by commlbt;ee
of ladies and gentlemen, whose lady president has been’
Frau Professor Kaselowsky-since the year 1897.

" The Lette-Verein has existed since the year 1866.
Its founder, was the hbo President Lette, who died in
1868. He founded it under the patromwe of the- la.te
Empleﬁs Frederick, who took the warmest mtereab in
it until her death. :

To-day the Lette-Verein embraces a cons1derable
number of schools. where the pupils are. trained for
numerans professions.

Ty give you an impressive pwbure of the schools and
the numhel of.their pupils I will give you the statistics
of 1903 :—

« The E[ouse\\eepmrr boudm«r school had 134
pupils.”

#The Industrial.school was visited by 2, 066 pupﬂs

: “Phe Sc¢hool of Photography had 158 pupllb.” -

¢ The conrse for Oftice Work 37 pupils.” R

| e Bookblndmv course only opuned that year,:
b papils.” .

‘¢ 154 ladies resided in the b«mr&mw house, whlch iy
ealled the Victoria Stift. The Gompos1L01s sehool had
27 pupils, and 150 ladies. dined daily in the restaurant,,
which is attached to the Lette-Verein.” -

Besides these schools there. is a fairly large ‘studio
for arb emb101dery, where girls are apprenhced who,
wish to earn their living at this kind of work. .

Ii is. clear that. at the head of all these dlffu'enb
sehools there must be teghnical superiors, and as they’
are all for women only, the lessons that can be given
hy ladies are intrusted to lady tutors.

Tiach school, besides having its own superintendents
and teachers, is pub under a sub-committee of members,
of the, committes, Every Triday mommg during term
time the Lette-Verein 15 open to. the inspection of
anyone who wishes to gain an idea of its work. The
vigitors, assemble in tho waiting-room of the oftice.
The round begins punctually at 10 o’clock, and takes.

ahout two hOLlI‘B, the vmbors then have an.oppor-:

ranity of seeing the schools in full work One lady of
the committee ucts as guide, and gives the necessary
explanations. -

If you will kindly follow me- menba.lly, T will try to.
make & round with you through the different floors of
the big house.

We begm with the four large kitchens on the ground
ilvor, where cooking and housekeeping ave taught ;
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the fivst k1tchen we shaﬁ ﬁnd' ,youndr la.dles Ywho. ‘Ie.u-n‘
cooking in the’ course of three’ mdn'chs ~they cdme
threé bunes ' week——twice in the'morning fdr cookmg,
zmd onee in the aftérnosn to ledrn- bakm“ ok

- These young ladies are nob going in for cooklmr as'a
profession ; they learn it in order to have 'some idea’
of it and to be able to instruct their own cooks.

"The young ladies in the next kitchen; in their ‘blué
cotton dresses, white aprons. and’ white sleeves, are
studying for thoir Government examination a§ beachers
of housekeepmnr They_have to'go thvough af cour'se’
of eighteen months, and- have many lessons in’ ewchv
bianch of housekeeping. These pupils must makecthe
tiost of their time, for there is a greap deal for them’
to learn. They .must all have 'passed thmu«rh B
High School, and besides knowing cooking, .mndry
Work, the makmw of ‘household and body hneu, sews
ing and mendmor by hand and wmachine, they have to
gequire a thorou«h knowledge of pedagogy, psycho-
logy, anatomy, and chenus(ny as far as they concerr
the hygiene of codkery.

We apply ourselves with great care to their educas
tion, for housekeeping teachers are much wanted now-
adays, since many of our provincial bowns are founding’
housekeeping schools for girls of all classes: * In the:
next kitchen we find’ glrls who ‘are prepa,lmrr them-’
gelves to take situations as ladies’ -helps and house-,
keepers

The 'fraining for these lasts one year Iu every
kitchen there is a cooking mistress, who teaches her
pupils practically .and theoreblca.lly, and at the head
of the cooking section there 1s 3 head mxstress who(
superintends the whole. :
" The fourth large kitchen is for the rest;auranh 1o

pupil is admitted here. Here reigns a houselceepen
w1bh her under servants’ for the supply of the ladws'
restaurant. -

Having left the kitchens, we pass down the lon«
passage and look into several dormitories, sbudies, a.nd“
couversation rooms ; these belong to the seminary of .
housekeeping teachérs, of whom T have just told you.;
Farther on we piss the gymnasium and come.to the'
bodkbinding dep%rtment We are very proud of i,
for Fraulein Liihr is the first German lady master?
bookbinder ; she learned in ‘Berlin, ab Mr, ‘Colling’ ;'
in Dusseldorf in London, at Mr. Cobden—Sandemon S5
and in Hamburg, where she pmeed he1 master’s ex:’
amination. o

She has girls in ‘her class who are apprenbmed for
three years ; besides these there are amabeur pupllé '
who learn as much as they lile or-have time fiir. :

The laundry classes nre af the'end. of the «rroundk
ﬁoor, wheve the pupils learn the washing, mangling,”
anlu} 1ronmg of linen, hoth practically and theorebl-f
cally. :

We will now mount the staircase to' the first floor.,
Here is the commercial school with its classes, which!
are not shown, as that might disturb mistresses and
pupils in their sbudies.

But let us cast a glance into the large dmmrr-momq,;
where 150 ladies take their dinner- d.uly, at 6h pfenmnre'
each, and a very good dinmer it is, Farther' on wé*
gee the committee room, and the room of the Lady
President. .

On reaching the ‘second floor ‘we. come t0 the schonl
of industry. “There is, first of all, a largé class for’
machine sewing; you will see, twenty-fnur machines
kept going, buat they are 50 well kept and managed
that thers is hio noise to ‘speak of;, each* ‘muchine” ©
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