
L Hmbulance Ils(CLork in 3304ton. ’ - 
Nothing struck us more forcibly when visiting 

the United States than the efficiency of the hospital 
ambulance service. , I n  London,while i t  is true that 
the Metropolitan Asylums Board has a well- 
organised ambulance ? service for ’ the removal of 
infectious cases to its hospitals, no similar arrange- 
ment is made by the general and. special hospitals, 
and in this enlightened city patients with fractured 
fequrs, and othcr injuries, are a t  present liable to be 
jdlted to the nearest hospital in.a four-wheeled czb. 
Combination on the part of the hospitals is required 
to organise a service which shall have its headquarters 

generally captured an express wagon,’ truck teaml 
or any nemby conveyance, and carried +injured* 
persons to the nearest hospital, Each of the hos- 
pital ambulances did little else than carry patients 
who were very ill to its-own wards. It was.said at. 
that time that the hospital could only be expected5 
to take care of the patients after they arrived, and 
the friends of patients must find conveyance. 1% 
was recognised, Iiotvever, that there mere occasion: 
ally persons very ill, and it was for that purpose 
that in the beginning one ambulance was main- 
tained at  each hospital. At that ,time the police 
signal service was very limited and inefficient and 
could not be relied upon as a system. 

I 

BOSTON CITY HOSPITAL REL’IEF STATION. I 

in n central position in telephonic communication 
with ‘all the combining hospitals. 
b It will be interesting to  our readers to know how 
the. ambulance worlr of the great city of Boston, 
U,S.A., is carried out. 

Dr.George Eowe, Superintendent at the City Hos- 
pital, states in the ATcitioizrd I$oqxM Recold t h a t 4  

I n  187s there were only t w o  ambulances within 
the -limits of the city, one at the Massachusetts 
Gweral Hospital and, one a t  the Boston City HOS- 
.pital. A t  thqt time the majority of the street 
accidents w r e ’  taken cafe. of by ,the police, who 

1 

Now the Boston City Hospital has fifteen ambu- 
lances, the Massachusetts General Hospital three, 
the Police Department ten, the Homceopathic HOS- 
pital 1, and various other public departments nine. 

The general types of the ambulances in  nearly all 
the departments is the same. 

The aim of the authorities of the Boston City 
Hospital is to have an ambulance as light as is con- 
sistent with the character of the roads, and SUE. 
cienty stron3 to carry four average adult persons. 
I t  has a body long enough to receive alstretcher 
6 ft, 6 in. long, p1aced:upos.a rubber-coVored.niat. 
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