
449 

Government Board, or by charging the nurses a fee, 
This showed that an independent Comniittce ap- 
pointed to deal with a section of the nursing world 
found it necessary to recommend what ‘ulm now being 
asked for the nursing profession as a whole. 

In regard to private nursing homes, it was quite 
possible, in theiabsence of a definite standard, for 
proprietors t o  say that a nurso, say of one year’s 
training, was so sympathetic and clever that she was 
competent without further training. The witness 
said that her owr~ doctor, who went into a home to be 
operated on for appendicitis, had a nurse who had 
only had six inonths training. 

1 The registration of Homes was a question for the 
Iocal authority ; it  did not touch the nurses. But if 
homes and institutions were registered without the 
registration of nurses also, it  was tantamount to  advis- 
ing the public to get their nurses through a middle- 
man. There would still have to bean expert coni- 
mittce fornied to define the standard for these institu- 
tions, which must be kept standing to sce that the 
standard originally attained did not deteriorate. 

In  regard to the removal of training-schools from n 
registcr, thcro should bc a system of inspection. It 
was moro to the interest of the public that all hospitals 
tliroughout tlie country should have to conform to a 
definite standard than thst there should be a few 
superlative instituutions. 

The witness considered that nurses, as a class, would 
bo ablc to pay a fee of 8 2  2s. to  8 3  3s. for ernininn- 
tion. 8110 gave statistics shomiug the cost of educn- 
tion to uthor women workers-in cookery, as tenchers 
of laundry work, teachcrs, milliners, at Stvanley Horti- 
cultural College, as public accountants, &c.-and 
pointed out that a nurse, instead of having to pay for her 
professional education, can earn a small salary, as well 
as board and lodging, from the beginning of her training. 

Replying to questions, the witness said that she 
knew for a fact that in many hospitals records in regard 
to the nurses were not kept. 

In  regard to the value of certificates, the witness 
said she was connected with the Queen Victoria’s 
Jubilee Institute in Scotland. The head of tlie Queen’s 
Nurses there, who would have attended before the Com- 
inittee to give evidence if she had not been prevented 
by illness, told her that she never knew if a nurse was 
really efficient until she had seen her at her work. 

What she desired to attain by Registration was a 
voluntary system in connection with the inaintenance 
of a State Revistar. She would restrict the term 
“trained nurse?' to  those who were re istered. 
In regard to the constitntion of a 8entral Council 

the Medical Sssocintion should be represented upon 14 
nurses--i. e., those who would be governed by it-should 
be vorg fully represented. The lay public should also 
have representation. 

The aim of a Registration Act would be to place 
upon a Register nurses qualified to undertake the 
nursing care of all classes of cases and of emergencies. 

In regard to the eniploymcnt in Rosa Shire of two 
dasses of nurse8, Queen’s nurses and cottage nurses- 
the witness said local Cominittees employed whichever 
class they preferred, If the Local Committee pro- 
ferred nurses of the Cottage type, the patients were 
not consulted. 

SIR HENRY BURDETT’S EVIDSNCE. 

sir Eenry Burdetb, continuing &he evidence offered 
on May 26th, said he would like to clear up the +ques- 

tion of the length oE training, and gave fignres provinn 
that with a very few exceptions the three yearay 
standard of training was in force in all nurse-training 
schools throughout the United Kingdom. He had 
pointed out mhcn he last appeared before the Com- 
mittee, and he would like to emphasise the point, that 
it was due to the resolute, determined persistence 
of Mrs. Bedford Fenwiclr that the three years’ 
standardhad been secured so far as English nurses 
were concerned. 
In relation to nursing organisation, the witness said 

something must be done. Personally lie advocated 
the registration of ’training-schools and agencies. If 
the sources of suppIy were controlled the pseudo-nurse 
would die. Agencies should only be permitted to 
supply efficiently-trained nurses to .the public. 
In regard to the training-schools, they should issue 

certificates, but in order to secure it definite value to 
these certificates, the General Nursing Council should 
supervise the exaniination of nurses throughout the 
country. He would like to impresa upon the Committee 
that altliou$i the General Medical Council had pdwef ‘ 
to send visitors to medical examinations, they had 
never yet levelled up the stmdard. Though t.he 
visitors had tho power to report on these examina- 
tions, they bad not once exercised it since the Medical 
Acts wero enforced. The reason, lie understood, wag 
thcy were not quite sure what would happen if they 
did. This breakdown must be avoided by the Nursing 
Council. He would like this Uouncil to have the 
power to supervise examination papers as well as 
examinations. 

It mas suggested to the witness that in this eve.nt 
tlio Board would practically become the examining 
body. Wituess replied the visitors would discuss‘ 
with the schools the questionp put. What 
he desired was improvement in the present 
system. He did not want to commit himselfi 
to  the establishmenh of nii autocracy, but he would 
like to see the control and supervision of nursing 
education in tlie hands of a Central Council. Asked 
what wus the difference between his suggestions and 
that of thc advocates of Stato Registration, he replied 
that his system would bring the whole thing undcr 
control at onco. He wanted to get down t o  bedrock, 
and have authority ovcr bodies training nurses. 
Asked if he considered the training-schools would 
welcoiiio the system suggested, in which they would 
be intcrfcred with more than the rcgist.ration of 
nurses -- would the London Hospital, for instance, . 
welcome i t?  The witness \vas of opinion that neither 
that couise nor any other taken by an outside body 
would be welcome to the London Hospital, but it ivas 
impossible t o  sib still for ever because one or two in- 
stitutions held peculiar views. To maintain one’s omq 
perfection was an attitudc of mind fatal to progress. 

What was mantedwas some authority on the basis of 
R trust, which would in the least objectionablo way 
bring things into line. 

Institutions desiring to IIG recogniseil as ti&i&- 
schools would have to accepb the standard defined by 
law if Parliiiment inipoaed thc Registration of Train- 
ing-Schools, or ccase to exist i n  that cepacity. They 
would not get pupils. 

The question was mhetlier the general good should 
bo considered or the idiosyncrasies of a few in: 
dividuals. 

He would not have too drastic and Napolconic a 
systeni at  first ; 1x0 would send emissaries to examina. 
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