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I n  prcsenting the Third Annual Report of the 
Society for the Stale Registration oE Trained Nurses, 
itis necessary to touch very briefly on the great 
amount of work which has been accomplished 
during the past year. When i t  is reported ihat 
thousands of postal communications have been sent 
out from our office, and that only $5 14s. 8d. has 
been spent upon clerical help, i t  wilt be realised 
that the work of our Society has been largely accorn- 
plishcd by voluntary labour. 

By this means, and by the personal influence of 
many of our members, interest in State Registration 

-has been aroused all over the United Kingdom, 
which, after due consideration of the question, we 

-hope may ultimately produce a consensus of opinion 
in its favour, 

During the year tho Executive Committee has 
dcalt with the work of the Society which has been 
of nationd importance. The Executive Commiittee 
has met five times, and the Parliamentary Bills 
Committeo twice. An immense amount of business 

‘has bcen transacted. 
MEJIBERSHIP. 

Since the last Annual Meeting 300 applications 
for membership of the Society froin Matrons and 
Certificated Nurses have been accepted; thus 
making a total of 1,505 since the formation of the 
society three year3 ago. This is an  oncouraging 
result, and stimulates us to hope that, large numbers 
.of well-trained nurscs, as thoy come to understand 

aims and object of the Society, will coatinue in 
increasing nnmbcrs to give i t  their support. I t  is 
noteworthy that the list of members includes the 
rimes of rimes t:ained in nearly evcry important 
‘hospitnl and Poor Lam infirmary, proving that tha 
(hand for Registration is confined to no section 
of the coinmunit)y, but is a general one on thg part 
of certiiicated nurses who are free to join such a 
S ocie ty. 

VIOIC-PI~KSIDENTS, 
The following ladies and gentleinan h a v ~  COX- 

wntcd to act as Vicc-Prcsidc~~ts of tllo Society :- 
‘JhQ Lady Victoria Cpnlpbell. 
Miss 31. E. Jones, Natron, General Hospital, 

Birminglianl, 
I 3% Carpenter Turner, Lady Superintendent, 
RVal I-Iaots County Hospital, Winchester. ’ , 

.*  *MrORK OB THII1 S O C I E l Y  DURING TIIE YhAR. 
1 Dr. Farquhnmon, Member for West Aberdeen. 
Bhirb, who kindly consented to introduce our 3311 
lase YW$ h i t o  ihu House of Commons, vas’agnin 
invitid to do so by the President, Miss Louisa 

8urgeon.General Evatt., C.B. . 

“ a .  
. .  

stevenson. As hp felt unable to give ihe t i q e  
necestary to watch over the interests of the Bill, 
and, acting upon his advice that a younger man 
should b-e interested in the Nurses’ 33egistratiQn 
Bill, MY. R. C. Munro $erguson wag approached, 
and kindly consented to introduce the Bill, which . .  
he did OG Pebruary 23rd, 1905. 

The Bill was influentially backed by the fol10~- 
-ing Members of Parliament :- 

Dr. Parquharson, the Right. Hon. R. B. Haldane, 
KC., Sir Thomas Wrightson, Bart., Sir Jamw 
Joicey, Bart., Mr. Hugh Crawford Smith, J.P., Mr. 
Alexander FV, Black, W,S,, Mr. H. Trelawny Eve, 
K.C., and Dr. Thompson, 

Tlie Bill has been down for a second reading on 
Several occasions, but has not been reached, as n o  
phCe Was secured i n  the ballot for its discussion ; 
and as it has ’been blocked i t  cannot be discussed 
as non-contentious business after 1 2  o’clock. 
>JTORh OF THE PARLU~&I!ARY ,BILLS COpAIITTEE. 

AS the result of a niemorandum sent by the 
Parliamentary Bills Committee to the 670 members 
of Pnrliament, with a cpvering letter, asking tholp 

.to obtain the appointment of a Select Corninittee of 
the ?Ouse of Comnions to inquire into the whole 
nursing question, the Premier on Juno Gtl!, 1904, 
stated in the House of Commons his intention of 
appointing a BeIect Comniittee t o  consider the 
question of the Registration of Xurm. 

On June 26t11, 1904, it was ordered “That a 
Sclcct Conimittce be appointed to consider the 
espediency of providing for tho Rcgistrati’on of 
Nuwes.” The Committee was accordingly nomina- 
lcd of Dr. Robert Ambrose, Alajor Bigot, Sir Nichael 
Poster, Afr. Arthur Hendcrson, Mr. Lpll, Mr. 
iXalcolm, Viscount aIorpeth, Nr. Pierpoint, Sir 
gohn Stirling 31aswel1, A l l :  IE. J. Tennant, and s i r  
John Batty Tulsj. 

Mr. Lyell, Mr, z\Ialcolm, ai;d Sir Michael Foster 
WO10 subsequen tly disdmrged from the COmmitkee, 
and Mr. Charles Hobhouse, Mr, Nount, and Dr. 
Hutchinson added. 

The Conwittee met for the firsti time on Tuesday, 
July 6 th, when Mr. Tennant was called to the chair. 
It  as resolved (( That i t  is expedient that the ques- 
tion of the desirability of Registration for Nurses i n  
Nursing I-Iomes should be included in  the Inquiry.” 

The Committee Srst took evidence on July 7th 
i n  Committee Room 17 of the House of Commons.- 

As the Committee had not time last Session to  
complete the inquiry i t  issued the follming Interim 

‘I The Select Committee appointed to consider the 
expediency of providing for the Regigtration of 
Nurses have agreed t o  report the Minutes of Evi- 
dence taken before them to tho House with .a 
recommendation that a Committee be appointed in 
the next 8ession. of Parliament to continue‘ the 
Inquiry,” - . I  

+ 

RCPX~: :- 

B 2  



previous page next page

http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME034-1905/page450-volume34-10thjune1905.pdf
http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME034-1905/page452-volume34-10thjune1905.pdf

