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The Dociety for the State Regis=
fration of Murses.

The quarterly meeting of the Executive Com-
mifttee of the above Society was held at the offices,
431, Oxford Street, London, on Friday, October 6th,
Miss Isla Stewart in the chair. The minutes hav-
ing been read and confirmed, Miss Stewart made
sympathetic reference to the death of her eminent
countrywoman, Miss Flora Stevenson, LL.D, a
Vice-President of the Society, and proposed the
following resolution, which was passed unanimously,
and directed. to be forwarded to the President, Mies
Louisa Stevenson, sister of the deceased :—

““The Hxecutive Commibtee of the Society for the
State Registration of Trained Nurses desire to express
to their President, Miss Louisa Stevenson, their
sorrow at the death of her sister, Miss Flora Steven-
son, and their sympathy with her in her bereave-
ment. They also desire to record their sense of the
-loss sustained by the.Society in the passing from this
world of 5o noble & woman, and their appreciation of
her work and life,”

How. Smomprary’s Rerorrt.

The Hon. Secretary stated that the Select Com-
mittee of the House of Commons on Registration of
Nuises presenied their Report to the House on
July 25th last, when it was ordered to be printed,
in which it was stated thabt * Your Committee are
agreed that it is desirable that a Register of Nurses
should be kept by a Central Body appointed by
the State.” Thus the fundamental p:inciple of
their demands had been conceded. The Blue Book
and appendices had also been published,

Ten Nurses’ REGISTRATION BILL.

As the Bill did not secure a place in the Ballot,
it was presented by Mr. R. C. Monro-Ferguson, and
read a first time, but did not come on for a second
reading,

Progress or Srare REGIsTRATION.

The Medical Council of the Orange Free State
had inaugurated a system of Registration of Nurses,
one clause of which interfered with the liberty of
conscience of nurses.

American nurses were to be congratulated that the
Legislatures in five S‘ates had passed Bills for
the Registration of Nurses this year—in Indiana,
California, Colorado, Connecticut, and Illinois, the
Governor of the latter State had vetoed the Bill
for the second time.

Tar Aupricay Feperarion or NUgsEs.

The resolution of sympathy pissed unanimously
at the Convention of the Amsricin Federation of
Nurses held in Washing'on, U.S,A., was presented.

Fivance. .

The Society was solvent with £20 in hand, a
sabisfactory condition resulting from the munificence
of the President, who had sent another £10, making
in all £30 this year, and by the generosity of a few
members who had subseribed handsomely to meef
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the extraordinary expenses entailed upon the Society
in preparing evidence for the Select Committee, in
opposing the application of a society of laymen for
incorporation by the Board of Trade as the “ Society
for the Higher Riucation and Training of Nurses,”
and in much expensive propaganda.
CORRESPONDENCE.

Several lelters of inferest were read hearing on
the business of the Soeiety, amongst them one from
Mrs, Gower, the Local Secretary for Brighton,
resigning that position owing to ill-health, and
expressing her intention to continue working for
the furtherance of the aims of the Society.

A resolution of regret at her resignation, and con-
veying the thanks of the Committee for hexr valuable
help during the past year, was passed unanimously,

Miss Mulvany, Local Secretary for Bolton, also
resigned her official position upon her approaching
marriage, :

Tap Rprorr or THE SriroT COMMITTEE

The Report of the Committee was read clause
by clause, considered, and great satisfaction was
expressed at many of its recommendations. Three
recommendations were, however, disapproved :—

(1) That there should be innumerable portals to
the profession of nursing by recognising as qualify-
ing for Registration the certificales of hospitals, in
place of cerlification affer a uniform examination
by a Central Board of Examiners.

Those present were of opinion that thers could
be no co-ordination of training, or establishment of
2 minimum standard of education for nurses, un}ess
the examinations were conducted by an unprejudiced
central authority. .

© (2) That the suggested fee of £1 Is. to be paid
by nurses for registration would be a guite in-
adequate sum upon which to conduct the important
business of the Central Nursing Council. It was
considered that the nurscs, as a whole, would prefer
to pay more for professional privileges, rather than
that their Governing Body should be subsidized from
the rates. : )

(3) That the recommendation that a trained
nurse’s name should be removed from the Register
when she had  ceased nursing” would not be just,
as women might cease nursing for various 1easons—
marriage amongst them—but might again be com-
pelled by circumstances to earn their living by their
profession, )

Registration by a State Board would constitute a
woman a member of a legalised profession, and her
right to remain a member of it should only be
severed by death or moral delinquency.

. Tt was decided bo compare the clauses of the
Report with those of the Bill for the Registration
of Nurses, in which it was considered advisable to
suggest some additions and alterations before its
presentation to Parliament nest Session.

Tue Brn . 1

Fach clause of the Bill was then cons:deéed, and
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