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veyed by the sting of a mosquito. Hanlrin 
asserts that ants spread plague ; and purulent 
abscesses, due to the sting of gnats, are not un- 
coninion in hot climates. 

Concerning the niechanis;m by which the in- 
fection is conveyed, the present opinion appears 
to be tbliat the nosious organisms are not carried 
directly by the actual sting of the insect, but by 
sccondary causes, such as the accidental dis- 
position of bacteria, with which the insect is 
tiaturatecl-if ono may use that term-in the 
wound at the time the skin is punctured by 
the sting, or by the bacteria being conveyed on 
the body of tlie fly to some broken surface of 
cuticle, or by the deposit of the insect’s excre- 
men t. 

The belief that insects are potent sources of 
danger i n ,  disseminating disease is of over- 
whelming importance to humanity. Although 
the necessity of crediting certain forms of in- 
vertebrated life with dangerous characteristics 
is not fully realised outside the scientific world, 
nevertheless the day has arrived when the laity 
should be asked to make evesy effort to banish 
flies and mosquitoes, not only from dwellings, 
but also from their immediate surroundings. 

LAWRENOE IRWELL, 
Dietetic and Hygienic. Gazette. 

Et Useft11 Conference, 
A first conference with representatives of the 

district iiursing associations affiliated to Queen 
Victoria’s Jubilee Institute for Nurses was held 
last week at 120, Victoria Street. Lady Mary 
I-Ioward presided. Eighteen nursing associa- 
tions sent representatives, and interesting dis- 
cussions took place on the question of school 
nursing in the elementary schools, the Council 
haviiig recently circulated a meniorandum advo- 
cating the einploymeiit of Queen’s Nurses under 
the education authorities to attend to the 
children suffering from ininor ailments ; and 
011 the better co-operation between hospitals 
and district iiursing associations in tha matter 
of out-patients, and a resolution vvas passed that 
further inquiry should be made into the 
mfthods existing at present with a view to 
bringing the two branches of nursing into 
more practical and systematic relations, 

It was particularly in relation to this subject 
that the Council of the Institute had yub- 
mitted to the Conimittee of the Netropolitan 
Hospital Sunday Fuud an application to par- 
ticipate in the annual grants made by that 
body, as the work of the Queen’s Nurses did SO 
~ u c h  at present to relieve the pressure on the 
out-patients’ departments of the London HOS- 
pitals. I t  was decided that in future this con- 
’wnce ahould meet twice a year. 

&be @erntan %ttirsing Sntettte, 
Sister A p e s  Icarll, President of the Gelman 

Nurses’ Association, sends us a long and 
interesting letter from Berlin, in which, in 
accepting our invitation to become a collaborator 
of this journal; she says, “ I t  is a very great 
honour for me that you should want me on.the 
staff of your inspiring journal ; you don’t know 
how much I enjoy reading it every Sunday, how 
much I learn from it for mywork, and how 
deeply interested I am in the history of nursing 
which it unfolds. I am really ashamed that I 
did not at once telegraph my congratulations 
when the Report of the Select Committee 
was issued. But I rejoiced greatly. Our 
very own journal begins on January 1st-- 
here in Germany we have to learn to manage a 
paper, so you must not expect too much in the 
first years. Our Association now numbers 750 
nurses, and we can hardly keep up with tlie 
work, as we must do all from the beginning.” 

Writing of Sister Agnes ICarll in this 
month’s American Jotmad of Niwsing, Miss 
Dock says “She is a woman of rare capacity 
and character, whose practical ability, intellec- 
tual force, and broad, liberal, clear-sighted 
judgment would make her a power in any 
circle, so that it may well be a matter of deep 
satisfaction to nurses, and especially to the 
nurses of Germany, to know that she belongs 
to them, and that her whole soul is thrown un- 
reservedly into the active struggle of upbuilding 
and self-development which is taking place in 
the nursing profession in many countries, ancl 
with special earnestness in Germany.” 

We still have grateful memories of the kind 
hospitdity of Sister Agnes in  Berlin last year 
during the Congress, and our readers will 
follow her great work of organising the ‘‘ free )’ 
Sisters in Germany With warm sympathy. She 
is already one of us as an hoporary member of 
the Matrons’ Council, and Brltish and American 
nurses are in touch with her, as both t.he non. 
President and Ison. Secretary of the Inter- 
national Council of Nurses have been elected 
honoyayy members of the German Nurses’ ASSO- 
ciation. May these happy relations extend. 

From Germany where education is so 
thorough comes the news that every medical 
student must now do on0 year’s practical hos- 
pital work before taking up the more scientific 
part of medicine. In Coloppe, Frankfort, Ham- 
burg and Dusseldorf the big hospitals have now 
their departments of practical medicine, and at 
those where i’n the future nurses are to be 
trained-both medical and nursing students 
will have the same teachers. 



previous page next page

http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME035-1905/page412-volume35-18thnovember1905.pdf
http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME035-1905/page414-volume35-18thnovember1905.pdf

