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The iiieetiiig to hear t,lie pros and cons of 
Skit e hgistration of Nurses, convened. by the 
Iicnsington Rranrli of the Womcn’s Li1)eral 
TTniniiist hssoc+ition, and held by kincl perinis- 
sioii of NrB. C. ‘l’ayler Ware, at 11, Phillimore 
Gitriiens,  vas cliicfly interestiiig for tlic plucky 
ant1 able 131~11111er i n  which ’Rliss €Iol)bs, Socre- 
tary 01 the II.13.N.A., preseuterl the nurscs’ 
point of view to the audience in advocating 
the orgaiiisation o l  the nursing profession by 
State authority. Miss Hobhs lias the courage 
of her opinions. 

-.- 

Mr. Sydney I-Tolland, Chairnian of the London 
I’lospital, put formard the employers’ point of 
vien-, and, as a worlter, TIT must be escuserl 
il we esprcss the, opinion tkat his arguments 
were singularly uncoa~iiicing--aii~l prolitless. 
All the old bogies wem trotted out : that because 
London 1Iospital nurses, \id10 clo not necessarily 
have more tlinn IWO years’ training, nursecl 14s 
Ni~,jesty the King after his serious operation by 
a London Hospital siirgeon, thet*ejot~,  a three 
~ ~ a r s ’  tmiiiing for nurses is not, neccssary. 
That, nurses “ witli their existing loiv rates of 
pay ” could not. afford to pay a Registration fee. 
If not, ~ 1 1 y  not,, if tjlir;c. are justly pi t1  hy 
tlieir employers ‘r’ llIaiiy iiiirse8 at  tlie Lnndoii 
HoRpital, (luring their third year’s work on tlie 
private staff, hring in a net profit of at least 925 
each to  the coffers of the charity. Tliat? cer- 
tain iliirses mill not regigtrr. We doubt it-yet, 
as we are not, asking for compulwry regis- 
tmtion, all ntlrses can do ;is they c:lioosc. 
That “ because they found an evil existing, it 
was not. wise to rush at  what, they cmnsiclerrd 
~ ~ o n l d  hr a reniedy.” We are ghl at last to 
find R h .  Trdinlld acknc,rnIcdging “ an cvil.” 
Ih t3  (*onsidering t,Iiat the question of Stilt e 
Regist4ration lias Iieeii ciisciissetl for the past 
tqliirty years-crld I w ( ~ t ~ /  for tlir pst  tweiitp 
--SIIYE~Y, even in ISiigl;ilid, as we are still 
1i:iniiiiering ;iw:iy tit it, “ rtmh ” is not ill1 
apt tlrswiptioii of iI1e pInn of c*anip:iign. 
Tn tlcrc 1, I? i p van M7 i iiklr hi nisel f r01i 1( 1 li:~rtll~r 
lirofms to feel “ont, of it ” sllorrltl he 
nppcnr u11on the scwie after :I wntnry nf 
snoozing ! 

Miss Ilohbs receire(1 very mild support from 

( ~ ( 1  1:uly nidtitig the c~yliiir r~ni :~rk that “ t i i i l v  

aloiir wot l l t l  s l l O j l r , ”  1)nt 11rr strnifflit forwrd 
cmts~mben a d v ~ ~ : ~ y  W;M d l  the 1110rc rc1resliirig 
niitl:cciii~iiiciiig. 

tilct nlr l~~i ,c l rs  ii le R ,~< .N.A.  l l ~ ~ l o  \vt’rp prW’llf, 

THE NURSES SOCIAL U N I ’ ~ N .  
111 c(mnectIion with [Ilia orgnnifiit.ioi1 interest- 

illg llieetiiigs were last qreek held at Bridge 
water tznd Wells to cliscuss the adlrantages of a 
system Of State Registration for nurses. The 
meeting at Briclgmater took place at the resi- 
dence of &x. Foster Rarham on November 13th. 
Ahs. R. Sanders (wife of t,he Conservative 
cbandidate for the ]3yidgi~rater Diyision of 
Somerset), oc~cupging the chair. BIany laclies 
were present. Amongst them Hon. Mrs. 
Stanley, Miss E. Ts. C. Eden, l\.Iiss Icitrhing, 
Matron of the Bridgwater Infirmary, Sister 
Viclrery, and a number of nurses. 

?’lie niretiiig at Wells was held on Decem- 
her 15th. Mrs. ICennion (wife of the Bishop of 
Bath and Wells) opened the meeting with a €ew 
lriiid worcls of synipatliy with its objects. 

The spealrer in hnth cases was Miss Bornpas, 
Iverna Court, Iiensington, who placed the 
matter with great clearness and nioderation 
before her audience. Miss Bornpas has a great 
power of seeing all sides of a question, which 
is very coni4ncing. She said ‘‘ that registra- 
tion is needed (I) for the protection of the 
public mho may at any time be (lependente for 
their lives on the skill of a nursts; (2) that 
medical men may he sure of obtaining thc 
Rssistnnce of a really competent iiurw ; (3) to 
raise the status of the nursing profession, 
which is injured by the ignorance or rniscon- 
duct of unworthy members. It is therefore 
most desirable that public opinion diould he 
aroused, tliat this iiiiportant refoimi lklap not. he 
indefiiiiteIy postponed.” 

Bliss ~ ~ o m l ~ ~ s  convinced her audience that 
much could lie done to benefit the medical pro- 
fession, nurses, and the public by a syste1li of 
state Ilegisti>itioii of nurs~s,  a i d  the fo11owi1ig 
Ijesoliitiori was piisseil unaiiiinnusly : - 

‘yllat t]lis xlleetiiig is nf opinion that a 
systelli of State IIcgistr&m of N ~ r s e s  is de- 
sir:il)lp, :illcl tljat it is advisable to  get tlie JJills 

I’arli:iriient witI:out further delay.” 
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