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THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE POOR LAW. 
The iiaiiies of the Commissioners who 

have been appointed to serve on the Royal 
Colnmissioii on the Poor Law are names 
which carry Tveight and wliich will be 
geaerally acceptable. There is, hovever, a 
serious oriiission in the constitution of the 
Coinmission, iiiasiiiuch as \vittIi the exception 
of Dr. Domies, who is a Local Governiiient 
I3oarcl oflicial, there is no  iueclical practi- 
tioner upon it,, lieitsher does it include any 
trained nurse wit11 a knowledge of poor 
law administration. Considering that it 
was a Departmental Coiniiiittee of tlie Local 
Qovernnieiit Board, of wliicli Dr. Dowries 
was a nieniber, ~vliicli reconinientletl ttlie 
recogiiitioii of w0111eii at the end of twelve 
iiioiitlis’ training in ~vorlchonse wards as 

cjiialiiiecl iiurses,” we fear there is not, 
l i i i ~ h  hope that the Coiiiiiiission iiuiiibers 
aniongst its nienibers those ~ ~ 1 1 0  hare an 
espert knowledge of the needs of workhouse 
infirniaTies in regard to the nursing o€ the 
sick ant1 the trailling of nurses. As many 
tllousaticls of those who are dealt wit*h by 
the poor law authorities :ire to be fonnd in 
the wards of our morklionse infirniaries, and 
as their ellicieiit care is a liiatter of great. 
iiiiportunce, tliis delect in the constitxtion 
of tlin Coiiiiiiission is 1 1 1 ~ d i  to be regretted. 

At the present tiiiie it is iiiiportant for 
nurses with a thorongh lrnowlecige of the 
~ o r l r  in poor law inliriiiaries, of present 
deficiencies, and of future possibil itiex, to 
ofrer eviclenco concerning the necessary 
points with the object of ndiling clear to 
the C!omiilissioii snc~h reibriiis as we 
necessary to iiiake the care of tlie sick 
tlio~onglily e fli ci ent and Poor Law work 
popular aniong~t nurses. 

Oiie thing IS certain, that irhererer a 

< c  

Poor. Law Institution undertakes the care of 
sick or helpless persons a thorougldy 
coinpeterit nurse shodcl be eniployetl. 
This is iiot the case in many of tlie siiiall 
~vorldlouses, and consecjueiitly such patients, 
iiiclnding the epileptic and insane, may be 
placed in charge of untrainecl or partially 
trained attendants. The question of the 
best methods of nursing organisation in the 
siiialler worldionses is certainly one which 
slioz~ld be forcibly presented to the Royal 
Coniniission as deniaiiding attention. One 
of tlie points ~vliicli we hope will be pre- 
sented for their consideration is tlie desira- 
bility of . appointing trained nurses as 
i\ilatrons in tlie morldiouses where the in- 
firniary wards form part of the general 
building, iiot to do the nurses’ worlr 11ut to 
supervise it. I t  is t h e  for sucli Xatrons to 
be appointed 011 tlieir own qualifications, 
not becanse they are the wives of Masters. 

MTe are apt to censure others for things 
ivliich they have left, undone instead of 
taltiiig oiir own share of the blame. It is 
not altogether surprising that the need for 
the appointnient of a trained nurse on the 
Conmission escaped the uoticc of the late 
Premier, if his attention TvaB not directed 
to it, and wo have lieartl of 110 s ~ c h  action 
being takeii on the part of tminecl hfatrons 
of Poor Law Iniirinmies. 

Ilad these Matrons organised, and respect- 
fully petitioiied Mr. Balfouz. to appoint a 
trained nurse oii the Conimission they 
might have inet mitli success siniilar to that 
which attendecl the efforts of Woinen’s 
Societies in respect to the inclusion of 
\voliien on the Uoniriiission. Nursing so 
closely toiiclies many general questions that 
it ])&oyes those holding responsible 
positions to s t d y  pihlic affairs, so that 
they may not8 miss points of importance 
afTectinp the welfare of the sick, 
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