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A MERRY CHRISTMAS. 
Christiiias in  hospital ! i\ltliongli duty 

niay call, and there inay be a iiatiiral desire 
on the part of many patients to spend the 
festive season in their omi  homes, the Merry 
Christmas spent in hospital has now become 
proverl~ial. The old hospital hird cliucldes 
softly as h e  observes from his cosy corner 
the cxorlus of coii.r~a1esceats. His aiiibitioii 
is to stay in his conifortal)le quarters, eat a 
good Cliristiiim dinner, sii~oke tlie pipe 
of peace allower1 on Cliristlilas Day, aiid 
shilre in  a11 the festivities which, from pre- 
vious esperieiicq he kiiows will take place. 

There are few festivals kept in hospital 
KO this is prolxhly tlie reiiso11 why t8he 
whole stall’, doctors and nurses togetlier, 
throw their whole energy into giving tthe 
patients a real good time. Ward decora- 
tions on an elaborate scale are it thing of 
the past, the dirt and. r h s t  whic~h they 
brougllt in  their train are no longer perinis- 
sible, but  plants and fresh-cut flowers, a$ 
gleaming holly am1 iiiistletoe in rases, with 
fairy laiiips oil tlie tables as tlie day wars 
011, iiiake ail iil\irays ~ ~ ~ e l l - t i l ~ ~ ~ i i i t e c l  ward 
iuiusually gay. Of C O I ~ ~ S B  every bed is 
spotless, niid eaclli patieiit snug aiitl resplen- 
(lent, in a iiem flanlie1 jacaket, the c~liil(1reii 
Iiave new rihbons in  t,lieir hair, ant1 tliose 
wlio are well e1ioug.h to be np are arrayed 
in tqlie smartest of piiiiifores. The clay be@ins 
early with old-tinle carols, m d  tlie morn~ng 
hours flnsli by in esciteiimit aiicl anti- 
cipation. Miclday brings the diiirier- 
hoiir. An excellent tZiiiiier of roast beef 
ancl plmn pnclding is proviclecl lor a11 who 
are allowecl t,o partake of it, followed by 
oranges ancl other tlelicacies, while cl~iliclien 
;~ncl lighter diet is the portiolz of tb0 

few. The afternoon is sacred to the 
patients’ Yisitors, ancl tlieii cmies tea 
time wlien the ~vartls are thrown open, 
tea oil a bountifid scale is spread, iiot 
only for the patients but for all coniers. 
The evening is a time of entertainment ; 
no one thinks of going out, and the oiie 
aim tlirongliont the hospital is to give the 
patients the merriest Christmas they have 
ever hacl. A siibstantial article on the bill 
of fare is generally n bran pie, or a big 
siio~FT73a11, ivhicli, rolled round the ward to 
the beclsick. o€ eadi patieiit by Father 
Christmas aiid his attendants, is fomcl to 
contain gifts the need 01 which mist  
i*ertaiiily have been comniiuiicated to the 
beiiigii old man by the I’airies hovering 
roiiii(1 the ward. €IOW else slioulcl he 
1~11o.c~ just wlio iieetls the wariii scarves 
shirts, vests, or petticoats contained in the 
11ii11~y parc~ls wliic*h he dispenses. The 
chilrlren’s irard is transforinecl 11y a great 
Cliristmas tree, laden with everything a 
child’s lieart can desire, iiito an eiichantecl 
land, and iiowliere is the rewlard of hard 
~ o r k  greater tliaii here, diere babies, 
scarcely to art.icnlatc, shout iheir cle- 
]i&t over the treasures ~di ic l i  surro:ound 
tllcnl. Too xooii tlie erening collies to a11 end, 
anltl tlie pp of a red-letter day is turiierl. 
Then the tired nurses iiiay perhaps Iind time 
to esalllilie t,lieir owl1 Christmas parcels, . 

 lie mol;liers 011 this journal ~ h o d d  
iiirleetl spciitl a happy time if all the got~d 
~\~islles co117qTed to them froin f’iiends in 
the iiiaj ority of our colonies alii1 the Un i tcrl 
States, to say nothing of t,hose nearer hoi~ie, 
:u*e f~~lfilltcl. With these good wislles 
co~nes  the assurance of the place the jourii:il 
hol(1s in tlie estiiiiation of its readers. 

To one and all, in every land, we heartily 
q+h a very happy Christmas. 
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