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Council on “ The Necessity for a Goverllnielit 
Department in a11 Government Ofices dealing 
with the Nursing of the Sick.” 

In  1901 the Rfatrons’ Council again ap- 
prodied  the Secretary of State for War (tshen the 
Right Hon. St. John Brodrick), who acceded to 
their request, ant1 a deputation was accorded a 
courteous liearing at the War Office on April 2nd, 
when Miss Isla Stewart, the President, read and 
presentmecl a Meinoranduni, wKicb had been drawn 
up by a Sub-Coininittee consisting of Mrs. Bed- 
ford Fenrriclc, Miss Stewart and Miss M. Breay, 
embodying the views of the Council on Army 
Nursing Reform. The most important suggestion 
made was that of ‘‘ the need of the formation of 
a Nursing Department in  affiliation with the 
Medical Department at the War Office, superin- 
tended by a fully trained and experienced 
nursing oficer.” This suggestion, as well as 
the majority of those macle by the Matrons’ 
( ‘ouncil, were subsequently inror]Jorated in 
tho report presented by the committee np- 
pointed to consider the reorganisation of the 
Rrniy Nursing Service. 

Meanwliilo, in .July, 191)0, Nr. Burdett 
Coutts, N.P., who hacl visited the seat of war 
in South Africa, wrote a let.t,er to the Tinm 
on the condition of the \\~mndecl at the front 
which througliout the length and breadth of 

In the nursing world it was rightly felt that 
had tlie request of bleinhexs oE Parliament for 
an inciuiry iiito the whole nursing question 
been acceded to in IS%$ that tglie Army Nnrsing 
Perrice ivoidd have been then oi.erhauletl a id  
its obsolete orga~iisat~ion swept away. 
lh. Burdett Contts followed up his letter to 

the l’inrcs by a b o ~ l r ,  ‘‘ Lest We Forget,” nvhich 
\vas widely read, containiag a detailed acconnt 
of the condition of things at tho seat of var in 
regard to the sick allcl wounded. 

Public opinion demanded that the ivhole 
question should be investigated, and a Corn- 
niittea was appointed to consider the reorganisa- 
tioii of hlie Army Iiledical Departnient, which 
illclucled the Briiig Nursing Servicae. 

It lnust not be supposed that the Sisters of 
Arniy Kursing Service were not ~vorlcillg 

heroically in Soiitli Africa, but they could not 
clo inipossihilities, and the home organisation 
Tvas ho11elessly antiquated and inadequate. The 
nulnber of Sisters alloted to eacb hospital at the 
begigin1Iing of the ’war was far too feltr, the firnly 
Medical Department being clearly not in sym- 
patlly mit,li the employment of ivonien nurses to 

the land causecl a mn?e of i n d i p  a t‘ 1011. 

,, 

any great extent. 
At the end of September, 3901, t-he Com- 

mittee appointed presented its Report, which 
incorporated the majority of the principle: 
urged upon the War Office by t,he Matrons 

Council, including professional oversight, 
systematic inspection and increased remunera- 
tion of the nicmbers of the Servicc. It recom- 
mended the re-organisation of the Army and 
Indian Army Nursing Services in a new Ser- 
vice, to be termed Queen Alexandra’s Imperial 
Military Wursing Service, of which the Queen 
should be President, and of wliich a 3htroii- 
in-Chief should be appointed, the appointment 
of a Nursing Board to control tlie Service, on 
which t h e e  Matrons of large civil 110s itals 
should have seats as well as the hlatron-in- 8 hief. 
The Matron-in-Chief was also given a seat 
on the Advisory Board of the Army Medical 
Service, acting as a ineniber of the Board when- 
erer matters concerning the Nursing Service 
are under discussion. Subsequently the Indian 
Army Nursing Service was left out of the 
scheme, and the civil Blatrons on the Committee 
were reduced to two. 

The members of tlie RIatrons’ Council 
hacl thus the satisfaction of seeing the 
scheme which it liad urged for the benefit of 
the sick soldier substantially adopted, a i d  011 
Ifarch Z’ith, 1902, Queen Alexandra’s Imperial 
Military Nursing Service was established by 
Royal Warrant, with Miss Sidney J. Bromile, 
R.R.C., as Matron-in-Chief. (It must be 
noted that the title Imperial Military 
Nursing Service was first suggested in a 
brilliant article in the I l i oming  Post by 
Niss Annesley Kenealy, a traincd nurse.) 
With the appointment of the Matron-in-Chief 
the War Office, for the first tTime in the history 
of Army Kursing, recognised the principle that 
the ofiicial liead of the Ser\?ice should be a 
trained nurse, and that her advice was essential 
to the well-being of the Service. It is greatly 
to be regretted that by her retirement next 
April t#he country will lose Miss Rronrne’s most 
able services. We hope whoever is appointed 
as her successor mill possess those forceful 
qiialities, courage, kindness, and sound com- 
mon sense which have made her work SO 
successful. During her term of ofice much 
has been accomplished for the well-being of 
the Service, notably an excellent scheme of 
instruction for the hospital orderlies who are 
now to have a thorough and systematic course 
of three years’ training. The walaries of nurses 
of all grades have also been subetantially raised. 

The following nurses holding the certificate 
of the hospital have been elected nien~bere. of 
the League of St. Bartholol~ie\~’~ I-lospi tal 
Nurses :--Mrs. Agnes Isahel Gri fiths (rise 
Tracey), Xiss Dorothea BeU, Miss Annie N. 
Lee, Miss Millicent 3&y, Miss CTerErude 
Piclcman, 
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