
Fob. 3, l90GJ j; 

hllrged irregularities. Every meniber, how- 
ever, wlio desires to be present and vote on 
February 7th slioulrl make a point of paying 
her subscription Tor the present year if slie has 
uot alreacly clone so. 

h’ot content in re-clrafti~lg the Bill for the 
State Registration of Nurses, with siveeping 
away six  of tlie seuei~ Direct Represontatives 
or tlie nurses, tlius allowing One vote ou their 
Governing Uocly to 50,000 women, the Hon. 
Oficers and Esecutive Committee of the 
I1.R.N.A. are now proposing to deprive the 
nienibers of the Association of their right 
under the Charter to cliscuss their own affairs 
in Special General Meeting assembled. 

NOW, if their flimsy escuse that the Executive 
Coniniittee ‘‘ apprehends ” that persons who 
mere iiot meubers voted for these amenclments 
(presumably because their subscriptions mere 
in  arrears) iiivaliclates the proceedings on the 
17th inst., it is the duty of the .Executive Coiii- 
inittee to suninion another special meeting “ To 
c-onsider the Redrafted Rill ” and n o t  to present, 
like a revolver to one’s brain, a tottd.l.y illegal 
resolution, depriving us of our indisputable 
right to consider Clause by Clause, the Bill as 
re-ilrni’ted. 

That their action will be pennitted to pass 
unchallonwd is not to be coiisiclered for a 
nionicnt. n‘l‘he dayy8 of Tsnrdom--that is, the 
clays for tmnipliiig on Iiuman riglits-li:ive had 
thcir quietus quite as eiiiphatically at boiiie 
as in Russia, a fact which Doctors Thorne and 
Uerkelcy clo not appear to have graspcd. Since 
the time of the “Barlow” and ‘‘Dreay” cases 
a now generation of iiurses, and a new genera- 
tion of legislators, l i a ~ e  arisen, and we ~vould 
n‘arii the medical autocrats at, tlie 1Z.D.N.A. that 
we shall fight their cow\.,zrilly attempts to deprive 
11s OS lilmrty of conscience ancl hee  spccch with. 
the utmost ilctermination. 

-- 

-I- 

The present scaiidalo~rs Bill dra€ted hy the 
1Ton. Ufliccrs of the 1i.B.N.A. does not inerely 
afect tho fern iiurscs in their employment who 
arc at their mercy, whose votes are apparently 
a t  tlieir dis~iosal, and whom they can treat with 
ihc contcnipt h y  deserve, but i t  touclies the 
p i w n n I  t-ights niid p i f w y i o i i a i !  libwties oj’ t 7 ~  
f rui t i tc l  11 w w s  01 [lie Uni /cd K i i y c I o ~ t ~  ~ 1 . s  
i r h d c ,  ;mtl v o  arc fully convinced that tliis 
great, licdy of ~ v o n ~ c n  will sril)mit neither. to 
e i~s l a~cn~en t  nor illdignity upcm the suggestloa 
of incii, whose status in their own prof’essiolt in 
no may qualifies t hm to pose as representing 
ii*e~lir*aI rpinion 011 iltc iiurfiing or any ntller 
yiiesticut, iiii l~onoural~lo profeecsion w1iic.h we 

have no hesitation in asserting, deprecates the 
use by certain inenibers of its body of the 
Kiirsed Association for purposes of advertise- 
nient and social advancement. 

The truth is that on the rluestion oP State 
Registration of Trained Nurses-or, rather, on 
the question of self-government for nurses-the 
Royal British Nurses’ Association-is a house 
divided against itself, and the disfranchise- 
ment of the nurses, as proposed in the Re- 
drafted 1331, is a sop to Cerberus. Sir Dyce 
Duckworth, Sir Anderson Crichett, Dr. William 
Duncan, and Mr. Fardon (Blicldlesex), Miss 
Thorold and Miss E. C. Vernet, past ancl present 
Matrons (lliddleses), ancl several other mem- 
bers signed Mr. Holland‘s Anti-Registration 
Manifesto. 

The present Executive Committee of tho 
R.B.N.A., who are attenipting to carry matters 
with such a bigh hand are :- 

Hon. Oi j ice~s  and ihe itfedical iUemhers.--Sir 
Jniues Crichton Browne, 3fr. Piclrering Pick, 
Dr. Bezly %horlle, Dr. Godson, Bh. John Lang- 
ton, Mrs. Coster, and Dr. Coiiiyns Berkeley, 
IIon. Oflicers; and Mr. Arthur Barker, Dr. 
Oheaclle, Sir Alfred Cooper, Mr. E. A. Fardon, 
Dr. Blorley Fletcher, Dr. John Galton, Nr. 
Henry I-Iind, Mr. T. Bfark IIovell, Dr. Blaliiis, 
and Dr. Wethered. 

dliltmizs.-Niss 0. Forrest, Miss G r a h n i  
(Nile End Infirniar,y). Xiss Jones (Geaeral 
ITospital, Birminghani), Nrs. Latter, Miss Robins 
(Princess Christian’s I’iome, Windsor), Bliss 
Tawney, Miss Titherington (Nurse’s Home, 
Ealing), Miss Veriiet (lliddleses Eospital), and 
IIissWesley (St. George’s-in-the-East Infi rninrg). 

Sisters and Nzmes.-Niss Bolder0 (Dliddle- 
ses),Miss Bramwell(Bart’s), Miss Grace Gordon, 
Miss €1. Green (Nurses’ Co-op.), Miss Fenwick 
Hutchinson (Chartered Nurses’ Society), Miss 
E. P. James (Chartered Nurses’ Society), Miss 
F. Sleigh (Bart’s), Niss Kuys, Iliss I. Steuart, 
and Mrs. Campbell Thonison (whose husl~and 
signed the Anti-Registmtion IIanihsto). 

It will tthus be seen that the Committee is 
~mrtly composed of anti-registrat.iunists, and 
that Miss C. Forrest, Miss Tawney, and Bliss 
KUYS had the courage at the Special Cfeneral 
Sleeting to support the just claim of the 
mirsing proiession in their demand €or direct 
representation o n  their own Gorcririag Ihrdy, 
~vlieii tlio last two Intlies received sir fliriciit- 
aupl ort to carry their anienclnient l ~ y  a majority 
of twenty-thee. Let us  hope that innny other 
members of the R.B.K.A. will have the courage 
to Eollow this good example at the meeting to 
lie hdtI on February 7th. 
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