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THE RURAL NTDWIVES’ ASSOCIATION. ’ Coiitinonts ail8 ~ ~ o p ~ e t i ,  
7’0 l e  3ditar of the “ B~itis7~ ,iozcmal of X~irsi?iy.~’ . -- 

DEAR Mmm,-’l‘he very usehi1 mork of the 
Rural Midwives’ Association has, we feel wre, only 
to be better known to secure the interest that it 
deserves. The nuniber of woiiien sent out through 
its organisation to m d ‘ l c  in the rural villag.es as 
midwives aucl nurses amongst the poor--momen of 
the working class whti are ready to give pi:actical 
help and sympathy to the cottilge mother - 1 ~  ~011- 
tinnally increasing ; and the hearty recognition p.C 
its value from doctors and nuising associations IU, 
the sixteen counties where i t  already has sixty-four 
women at work, is most encouraging. The financial 
department is so well organised that the actual 
trainiug is, in a great measure, se]€-paying ; but, as 
in all work of this sort, a margin of necessary 
expense must be met by voluntarr assistance, it is. 
principally by increasing the number of our nieinhers 
that tlJs can be obtained. The meinbership ranges 
from 5s. to S5 6s. per annum, with the advantage of 
free help and advice in starting such work in 
country villages, and also of a considerable reduction 
in the training Ice of any wonian engaged by a 
subscriber of not less tlian 51 1s. a year. 

The inL1irec.t good that our Association does in 
helping tn  solve the difficulty of the degeneration of 
children, and so of the futltnrc of our people, is veyy 
great. Our Mitlwives enable the mother to rest in 
peace and regain her strength without anxiety as to 
her household’s needs ; they see that the baby has 
a fair start in life with the nourishment suited to its 
condition, and the mother is tanght how to manage 
ant1 feed it when the niidmile has Lone. Much of 
the moncy non- so generonsly given to hospitals and 
convalewent honies might be saveil, if thwughout 
the land, in every village, these valued frieiitls of the 
rural poor could be established. The hlidwires’ Act 
in a few years will absolutely prevent the eniploy- 
ment oE all untrained w m e n  ; but the work of the 
Rural Riitlwives Association goes far beyond this, for 
it nat only ailus at supplying the properly trained 
Mitlwife, hiit also one who in many other ways ran 
give help and c@lllf(Jrt in the cottage hnnie. 

Are we wrong, then, in asmmiing that there are 
lnaiiy who will, vhen tliey know of its intensely 
practicd work, m J S t  willing1y help this Association Y 

There is in connection with it nom a Training 
Xome in Eerniondsey, wliich after a fern months’ 
moilr is already so popular with the poor, that as  
much as SlU in il ninnth i R  paicl by them in sniall 
sums towards the services of the Nirlwife and her 
Probationers, and we b v e  reason to hope that it mill 
bhortly be entirely se1 f-suyporting. ]\re might also 
mention that me are glad to hear of Probationers to 
train. 

. 

.~(iSElTIINI.: ~OIINS1’ONE. 
(( ‘liairxnan d‘ Executive hniiiittee.) 

(Hon. Treaburer..) 
Office, R.N.A., 47, Victorhi Street, S.W, 
[As will be seen from tlic notice uiiclcr the lieatling 
(.‘omiug Iivents ” on the preccediiig liage, llir h n u a l  

Meetkg o E  this Society talres place jn JAouJon on 
Friday, March Znd.--Eu.] 

E1I;KItP SYDN BY s 1s.Y SI OU K. 

We regret that in our issm of last week in the list 
of new maiiiliers of the Society fnr State Regietration 
t d  Trained Nnrses the posititin of Sister in (’liarge ut 
tho Satitrnal Dental 1Iosliital slirinlil have liccn 
attachcd to the nwie  of Niss 14;. I’ic*l<ctt, nuailmr 
l,Wi“i‘, instead of to that of Mrx. Xorton, i i u n i l ~ ~  
1,675, mliiclt iiiimediately prectdes hcr. 

Niss 11 Mops.-‘l‘licre is 110 reg;ulation laid ~ O N I ~  
as to a Inlowled~e of I+ench a i d  Gerinan being 
requisite, in the regulations of Queen Alcxandra’s 
Inipeiial RIilitary Nnrsing Service. Write to the 
Matron-in-Chief, Q.A.I.M.N.s., ciiclosing a stamped 
envelope, ‘and ask for a cwpj- of the Regulatious ; 
also vhether a list is published of the training 
schooIs c‘f which the certificate cpalifies for atlmis- 
sion to  this Service. You will iind the regulations 
of all the principal English, Scotch, ani1 Irish Train- 
ing -Schools piutecl in the Nursing Directory, pub 
lishecl a t  11, Bdani Street, Strand, London, W.C., 
price 5s. 

Probntione?*.-In .rvriting a rel’ort with regard to a 
patient, accuracy is of the first iniportauce. Do not 
note, for instance, that the patient takes his fht l  well 
in general termb, but, state what he has consunied. 
Tlle same rule applies to sleep. It is not sufficient 
to say that he slept well Note for h i i w  lmg, and 
whet.her the sleep was broken or unbroken. 
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