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SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 1906.

EbftorfaL
THE

DEPUTATION T O T H E PRIVY COUNCIL.

The reception of an influential Deputation, by the Earl o€ Crewe, Lord Presidelit
of the Privy Council, o n , the subject oE
State Registration, of which we print .a full
account in another column, is an iinportant
event in the movement €or State Registration. Registrationists are greatly inclebte(1
to hIr. 13. J. Tennant, XI’,, for obtaining
Lord Crewe’s consent to receive the Deputation, and to the Lord President for the
close attention with which he listened to
the arguments placed before him, and the
able way in .wliich he subsequently dealt
with the question. Tile object of the
Deputation, as explained by Mr. Tennant,
was to ask the Lord President whether tlie
Clovernment woultl undertake to introduce
legislation in regard to the State Registration of Nnrses.
Four points in tlie reply of Lord Crewe
are noteworthy :1. That the question of State .Registration
OP Trained Nurses is one of national
importance.
2. That no difliculty had been suggested
by tlie opposition in the evidence tendered before the Select Coinniittee of the
IIouse of Commons which it ‘was beyoncl
the power of a Governing Body, appoin tecl
under a Nurses’ IZegistration Act, to deal
with effectively.
3. That though, with an already full programme of legislation, he could not hold
out the hope that a Government 1511,
dealing with the question, could be
introduced into the Bouse o€ Commons
this Session ; yet, if a private membern’
Bill were introduced into the House of
Lords it should receiv; the “benevolent
attention ” of the Government,
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4. That it could not be very long before
the subject occupied the serious attention
of Parliament.
This pronou~icenieut, as a whole, is
certainly one of sympathy with the Registration inovenlent and may well afford
encouragement to its advocates.
Another point of importance in regard
to this Ileputation is to be found in the
€act that it included three nienibers of the
Select Coniinittee of the House of Commons
on Nursing. A s hfr. Tennant was careful
to explain, the Coinniittee approachetl the.
subject with a perfectly open inincl. The
presence wit11 the Deputation, therefore,
of Lord Biorpeth and Mr. Charles Hobhouse
afford proof of the strength ol the case for
Registration offered to Committee.
The position of tlie Registration Question a t the present time is not whether
or iiot it is desirable. This point is conceded. What is now before us is the
precise way in which legislation sliall be
carried out. In this connection we must
reinember that an Act now passed will
affect not only the nurses of the present
day, but those of the future also, and on
nurses to-day fdls the responsibility of
securing that such an Act is passed as will
by its xvistloiii and justice coinmend itself
to the profession a t large, and prove that
they realise their responsibilities in regard
to any legislation wliicli may be enacted.
It is therefore tlie duty of trained
nurses, especially those holding positions of
professional rcsponsibil i ty, to have an
intelligent lrnomleclge of the Registration
Question, ant1 to support those friends of
the hest interests of nurses who in I’arliament ancl out are styiving to further their
legitimate desire for tlie utinost eiliciency,
and honourable status, of the great profesRion of nursing.
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