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EbitoriaI, --- 
THE NURSES’ CONVERSAZIONE. 

Nurses who have enjoyed tlie delightful 
social gatheriiip which have taken place’ 
in  connection with their owii Leagues will 
melconie tlie opportunity of e s t e n d i n ~  their 
acquaintance withi thc members of siinilar 
Leaglles and societies ~rliicli, in comii~on 
with their own, are allilintecl to the Pro- 
visional Conniiittec of the Natiorinl Council 
of Nurses. 

The struggle of trained nurses in this 
country for tlie organisation of their pro- 
fession has l)ecn :I long one, of necessity 
also, l~ecause 01 the issues involracl, it has 
lieon bitter. 

I3ut the morli of the National Council of 
Nurses, will, for some years to come, be 
concerned mainly with another side of the 
life of iiwses, that, of keeping them in 
towh with the wide ~oiiiiiioil intcrests of 
their profession both in tlieir own country 
ancl in  connection v i  th the Intenistionat 
Couiicil of Nurses, tlie iirst object of wliicli 
is to provide a nieans of coniiniinication 
lietveen the niirses of all nations and to 
dfortl facilities for the iiiterclisnge of inter- 
n n tion a1 liospi t a1 i ty .” It is, therefore, 
quitto in accortlaiice with the spirit- of tlie 
International Conncil, of wliicli o11r 
National Coiuiuil is a lmtncli, that its 
lirst public! g;itheriiiF slioultl take the 
forni of a C’tin\~erscixioiie at  urliich ttlie 
ineniliers of nIIiIiatcc1 societies aiicl their 
l’rieiids sntl p c s t s  inciy ineet in pleasant 
soc i d  in t eicou we. 

We liope that the Coiiversazione to be 
Iicl(1 on June  14th st, tlie (:alleries or tlie 
Ihyn l  Bociety of Urit,isli Artists, 6.1, Suffollc 
Street, I’a11 XdI, S.W., will l x  the first of 
iiiany such pleasant gatlierings, and t,list 
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they will play their share in  promoting 
good d l  and better unclerstanding between 
the nurses of the Cnited I<ingdom. 

It is a fortunate coincidence that the 
Hon. Secretary of the Royal Victorian 
Trained Nurses’ Association, which has 
clone so much to organise trained nurses, 
and to estaldisli e1ficient standards of 
training in that Colony, is now in this 
country and will be one of the guests of 
honour a t  the Conversaxione. 

Nothing is more strilring to those in 
touch with nursing matters than that in 
all parts of the world, riurses are confroatecl 
by the same problems and are eniploying 
the same methods in  clealiiig with them. 
Nothing is more helpful or pleasant than 
to meet those with kindred interests, and 
to discuss in an informal and friendly 
iiianner matters of niutual concern. 

It has been well said by one of our 
American colleagues that before nurses can 
work together they must learn to play 
together. As a nation we are a serions 
people, and tackle our problems seriously. 
Perhaps we have not in the past given 
quite enough prominence to tlle iniportaiice 
of knowing and nn~erstancling those y i t h  
whom we work. The National Council of 
Nurses, when fully constituted, will amply 
justify its esistence if through. its means 
&e nurses of the TJnited Kingdom become 
better aci~.uaintecl with one another and, in 
conseqnence, that nintual xinclerstanding is 
proniotecl wliicli is the basis of effective 
colllllloll work. 

We hope that all iiienil~ers of afliliated 
Societies will (lo their hest to be present, at 
the pleasant gathering 011 the 14th and 
combine to make the iirst Conversaxione of 
tlie National Council one of the most 
successful. 
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