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about hyste16cal fits - they are sometimes 
diffidult to distinguish froni epikptic ones- 
but  ’ whereas an epileptic patient does injury 
to himself, an hysterical patient never does, 
but may hurt other people. The following list 
shows the difference betmen hysteriral and 
epileptic fits. 

Xpileptic Fits. €lystericnl Fits. 
1. Onset sudden. Onset gindiial. 
2. Patient falls and Patient does not fall. 

injures himself, rnej1.d Crgs and a ells during fit, 
cry, but qniet and rigid hut not weird to begin. 
during fit. Movemeiits Patient iieverhnrtstongiie 
jerky, tongue often bitten. or seX, but may hurt other 

fsces. 

or minutes. 

patient -. to prevent in jury  this not necessary. 

people. 
3. May pass urine or Never does this. 

4. Lasts a few eeconds 

5. Necessary to control Never injures Relf’ so 

May last half an hour. 

C.ke 31ityortattcc of Zittic 7Jabiitga. 
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A FEW WORDS T O  THE PROEATIONERS A T  T H E  
ROYAL NATIONAL SANATORIUM, BOURNEMOUTH- 

(Cuuclrctlerl ] , *ow pu!/c 414.) 
The nest l~oint u p i i i  whirli I wish to speak 

is the iiccosxi ty of cdtivating ac*c~rrw~, 
eapecially in “ little things ” and in mhat m:1y 
appear to go11 qiiite ti.iviul dctails. 

nc~wraq’ ” : I ‘  Exact- 
ness, esact coidxiiiity to truth, nicety, p e -  
cision which results Eroin c m o  ” ; if you now 
consider your life as U n~irsp yon mill see how 
iinprtant,  a part of your training inust 1;e talle 
culti.i.ation of this acc’nracy until i t  becomes a 
second nat,ure. 

A.--ESICTNESS. 
Let your carrying out of all instructions Iw 

with exactness : Xedicines given, tcniperatnres 
talcen. fotneiitations cliaiified at the esact hour 

Blarli the defii1ition of 

to self. and esactly in the niai&er d r e r t d .  Kewr 
Does not cry. carry out instructions i f  you are not absolutrly 
pain of pressing certain what is intended ? Do ]lot be ashamed 
over eyebrows. nr afraid of sliowing your igiioraace or of 

asking questions, but when once you hawc 1e;irnt mrematirre 3BuriaL what is  espectecl, render iniplirit obeclienco to 
At a meeting of the Associatioil f n r  the Pre- the authorities, observe every detail (11’ their 

vention of Premature Uiirial sonie cases w r e  dirertions, rememlir~ring that in this yon liavo 
cited by medicalnien vhirh seem to provethat no option ancl that i l  y iur ivork i s  i o  be of :iiry 
prematute burial is not so rare as is  usually ialiic it must be clnrie witli tlint “ csaciness ” 
supposed. Dr. Walter Eadwen cited 149 cascs which means “ ac*curacy.” 
which had been rerified by niedical men, and Our second dictionary definition of ac(’urac’y, 
told of one case of a child of five who 
dcclared to be dead, ant1 was talreii to a surely iiicludes the whole duty of a nurse atl to 
mortuary. Later on it was iomicl playjiig with the noting and reporting of a. ptiimit’s con- 
the flowers that had been placed upon its t’over- dition : liere it is especially that ‘’ little 
ing sheet. Its mother was a sufferer from things” are uften of the w r y  greatest ini- 
heart disease, ancl n.hen the mws about her portancc. Never oniit any detail that you mag 

, cliilrl mas hrought to her, her joy and esoite- hnve observed on tlle groulid that i t  secxiis 
ment caused her immediate death. to you,oP little consequence and hardly worth 

Dr. Brindley James moved a resolction ment.ionin6. 
approving the Dill which had been clntfted In nialmg a r c p r t ,  nrhotller in writing or 
by the Association, and dii t4i  provided that verbally, do 111casc avoitl sloppiness, c’sng~;or~i- 
no death certificate should be given iritlmt tion anti imc~crtainiy of lang11agc7. I t  is ia(] tm 
a personal examination of a supposed dead body at all un(’oni~iio~i to  I i c ~  sut*ll a(1jeciiws :IS 
by a qualified officer, a i d  that. waiting mor- “Trifihiful” and “a. \ \ r I~l l  ” J:dl iron1 a 1111r~e’~lilis 
tuaries should be establisliccl lor the detention when &e is giving ller nigllt or d:~y rqxirt~ to 
of doubtful cases. Tho resoliition was carricd. tlie Sister-so ant1 SO hn(1 a frigIitf111 p i i n  

It’ allfrays appears passing strange tliat in an awful attac*lc--trIlen tile l)ain or attacBlr had 
the present condition of the law tlie majority most certninly been neither nlvi111 11or frightful. 
of pe~.sons supposed to be deceased are buried Lcarn to clistinguisll dogrees alltl to r e p ~ t  
on the assertion of‘ this fact by persons having accordingly aiirl tlierefnre xccul.atoly, do not 
no scientific knomledgr, and that if a medical oxaggerate nor 1llininiisc Ii1atters, olie is  as Ilatl 
~rtlctjtiol1er llas reason to s1iplmse that 3 (as i1iacciiraf,e) as ]lor, 
~ a t i e n t  is’attendinfi is liltely to die lie \rill ilgaill ill givillji :1 repnr1, rt.l~lelllbur to relate 
give. certificate. on the assertion oi relatives only w~l;l.t  h n x  ~r:Ll)l~(~l~et~, llot your iilcas 0 1 1  
that death llas occurrecl ~vi t l luut  verifying tlie BiuI)jeut liar $ 0 1 1 ~ ’  olli~lio,l c.Ollcctrniirg it, IIIII ( ‘SS fcat for himself. 

6. EndsqGtesL1dclenlS’* Can be induced to guess at Ineaningof an order ; ho~\rcc.an go11 
by cold mater. 

p e fi s i  ~ eyebyon. 
ncyve6 callSeS acnte pain, 
and will enci J~ysterical fit. 

7. Does not feel the 

was ‘13.--Jc:S,\C T CoKPtrr~.\lITY TO TRrTIr ,  

cxIJredy ~IE.IIC).II. I)o 11trt ZIHO ollt CIJ t I 1 t x  TVUY 



previous page next page

http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME036-1906/page433-volume36-2ndjune1906.pdf
http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME036-1906/page435-volume36-2ndjune1906.pdf

