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the candidate’s references as to character and 
general education seem satisfactory, she stays 
for a short time at the training hostel, where 
she has ample opportunity for seeing for herself 
what various clistricts are like, as she is sent to 
visit with nurses already settled. She may, 
perraps, firid that the reality is not at all like 
her ideal; or it may be apparent to those to 
~vlioin &e goes that although perhaps an admir- 
able person she Iini ueither the mental nor 
physical qualifications for the mork. If, how- 
over, she hoth likes the WWIC and seems suit- 
able lor it, she is sent to a general hospital for 
two years, and may afterivards take a coiirw 01 
inaternihy training. When this is encled she 
receives further iiistrnction in pract.ica1 district 

A 

up to the headquarters of the Mission at  2, 
Adelphi Terrace for the supplies for her kit 
bag and so on, and there she is sure to meet a 
number of her fellow nurses. 

On her district she has also many friends, 
for elthough she nurses directly under the 
doctors, she also works with some local religious 
organisation and with the various charitable 
agencies. The nurses do their utmost to teach 
the people self-help, and, when it can be done, 
collect sinal1 sums from the patients for the 
dressings that have been supplied. 

The h ture  of the nurses is duly considered, 
ancl by federation with the Royal National 
Pension Fund for Nurses the Miss’ I- ion secures a 
pension of 520 a year at the age of Gfty-five 

lor its nurses, pay- 
ing rather more 
than half the me- 
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nuising until she is nppointecl to a district of 
her o~vii. 

There sho is not left stranded to get on the 
best, &e can, altliongh she lives n ,t in a central 
home but in her own rooiiis chosen and ap- 
proved by the 1Iission. She has a Sister- 
in the hospital sense-who regularly visits her, 
who sees all her serious cases, with whom she 
is always in toncah, who can be summoned in 
any eniergency, can arrange for a second nurse 
if night duty is imperative, introduce her to 

’ the dockom, see tliat she looks after her own 
health, and show her new and better methods 
of Work tis they arise. The nurse herself comes 

miums itself. 
As I am not my- 

self a nurse I can 
only judge their 
morlr, of which, 
however, I have 
seen a great deal, 
from thelay point 
of view. I have 
been much struck 
with the way in 
which they under- 
stand the circum- 
stances and limi- 
tations of their pa- 
tients, and can turn 
them to the best 
account. They learn 
much by living ac- 
tually on the dis- 
trict and among 
their people. Their 
mere presence up 
and down the street 
means a great deal. 
It is a skndard of 

neat.ness and cleanliness, and, to quote Mr. 
Charles Booth, “ where the district nurse enters 
there the standard of living is raised.” Imita- 
tion is attempted sometimes in very quaint ways. 
Calling once on a chronic, bed-ridden case1 
found the friend who for years had looked 
after the patient until she could carry out 
nurse’s instructions quite cleverly-in collar 
and apron very creditably copied from those 
nurse wore. A very poor little room can I 
recall to which nurse came daily for some 
length of time where we found everything 
needful most carefully ‘ arranged, and a 
perfectly wonderful cleanliness, It had taken 
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