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Ebi tor fa I, 
VOLUNTARY VERSUS STATE ASSOClATlONs 

OF NURSES. 

The lZoyal Victorian Trained Nurses’ 
Association, at its annual meeting, con- 
sidered how to deal with memBers of the 
Association who have not paid their annual 
subscription for years, and who decline to 
do so while still claiming the advantages of 
membership. We have no sympathy with 
the position of these members (one, for 
instance, made one payment of 10s. Gd., and 
“ meant to have 35 from the sick fund”), and 
the obvious thing to do seems to be to remove 
the defaulters from the 1.011 of members. 
We gather, however, from the official 
organ of the Association that this pro- 
ceeding is not so simple as it appears, 
as the “ unfinancial members ” have 
taken legal advice as to how to continue 
membership. while refusing to pay. The 
Council of the Association intends to render 
this anomalous condition of things imRos- 
sible in the future by framing a new by-law 
empowering it to deal with members who 
do not pay their annual subscription 
before a given date. Meanwhile, acting 
on the advice of its Hon: Solicitor, the 
Council proposes to deal with the pre- 
sent delinquents, under Rice 24, “on  
the ground that non - payment of a 
subscription, whilst still posing as a 
meniber is sufficient reason for the opinion 
that the meniber has provecl herself unfit 
to yemain a meniber, and therefore for 
removing her name from the Register, and 
for expelling her from the Association.” 

This raises very serious points, because 
the Royal Victorian Trained Nurses’ Asso - 
ciation has established what has been 
terlned by Sir Victor Horsley, “ a  corner 
in nursing” in that Colony, and to espel 

nurses from its ranks ,will’ U l Y  
involve the infliction of professional damage 
upon them. 

In our view, Miss M. D. Farquharson 
sums up the position admirably when she 
says “ not being either registered or Tecog- 
nised by the State I do not see why if a 
nurse con tinnes non-payment, which shows 
her desire to discontinue her membership, 
her name should not be removed €rom the 
Roll. That is quite a diaerent matter from 
being expelled. One I look on as a formal 
business matter, but espulsion shoiild only 
be for something quite different from non- 
payment of a fee.” 

This is precisely the point, and if the 
Association is satisfied that this deletion 
cannot be carried out  till a new by-la* 
authorising i t  has been framed, then the 
Council had nruch better suffer the 
defaulters to remain on the Roll until 
that by-law can come into force. But the 
whole thing points to what esperience has 
prored elsewhere; that the. control of a pro- 
fession such as nursing involves such far- 
reaching issues, not only professional but 
econoinic and industrial, that no voluntary 
association should undertake them. Nurses 
should claim theright tohave their profession 
organised on the same basis as men claim for 
their callings, nanzely, that they shall be or- 
ganised ancl controlled by the State. The 
1io;r.d Victorian Trained Nurses‘ .4ssociation 
1~nsdoneadniir;~bleworlr inthepast, its record 
is one of almost phenomenal success, but it 
Tvill now be acting i n  its own best interests 
if it  realises that the tiriie has come to put a 
limit to voluntary control, and bends its 
energies to  securing in conjunction, with 
other States, the passage of an Act by the 
Federal Parliament placing nursing in the 
position of a legalised profession through- 
out Federated Avstralia. 
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