
248 Cbe ’SBrftfeh 30urnal of “4urefn~, [Sept. 29, 1906 

abe @1b &ber cbangetb Vierbing 
Dlace to I‘Rew. 

started as a midwife in the same parish in 1555 
She was married in 1535, and had eleven 
children. Her husband was a coachman to the 

--- Rev. J. Emeris, vicar of the parish. He 
was ill for ten years before his death, and 
Mrs. Middlecote worked in the fields be- 
tween her cases. She continued her work 
till 1903, giving it up when the Midwives’ 
Act came into force. She then brought her 

book of rules 

The Queen’s Nurses’ Magazine is one which is 
always welcome, its tone is thoroughly. profes- 
sional, and it is always full of interesting 
articles and news. The last issue contains an 
article entitled “ Exit Sairey Camp ” showing 
how since the 
passing of the ’ 
Midwives’ Act 
many hope- 
lessly ignor- 
ant women 
have bad to 
retire from 
the field beat- 
en by the 
mysteries of 
a c l i n i c a l  
thermometer, 
of disinfect- 
ants, and of 

’ the forms the 
Board  re- 
quires them t o  

I t  c o n -  
c 1 U d e s :- 
“ Gamps will 
soonbe ame- 
mory of the 
past, and the 
mothers of 
England inay 
thank heaven 
for it, but it 
is only fair 
to* remember 
that amongst 
them were 
many who ac- 
cording to  
their lights 
worked faith- 
fully and well, 
and whose 
w i s e  a n d  
motherly ways 
earned for 

fin up. 

them the mat- 
BEFORE T H E  MIDWIVES’ ACT AND AFTER, 

to the dis- 
trict Queen’s 
Nurse, with a 
request that 
s h e  ( t h e  
Queen’s Nur- 
se) ‘ should 
n u  r s e her 
when ill and 
lay her out. 
She never had 
a septic case 
in all her 
practice, and 
never lost a 
patient, al-  
though hav- 
ing on an 
average thirty 
cases a year. 
Mrs. Middle- 
cote n e v e r  
went to achool, 
but has given 
her signature 
in her own 
writing. A 
Super in ten-  
dent describes 
her as a sweet 
old thing and 
tells how she 
visited her one 
day and said 
to her, “ Well, 
Granny, how 
did you get 
about all over 
the village ; 
did you ride 
a bicycle ? ” 
“ L o  r’ no .  

itude acd devotion of the people around mem,” she said, “ I did it all on me two feet,’; 
them. Amongst these lsliould be recorded The Superintendent then said, Did you carry 
the name of Mrs. Middlecote (whose portrait, a bag? ” “ No, mem,” she said, ‘‘ nothing but 
with that of her successor, which appear- me apern and me umbrella.” 
ed in the Magazine we are kindly allowed In our illustration it will be seen that Mrs. 
to publish). Mrs. Middlecote was born at Middlecote wears her apron and carries her 
Upton St. Leanard‘s, on March 9th, 1819. She umbrella, 
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