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Compared with the mean rates in the ten preceding 
third quarters the mortality of infants under one 
year of age showed a decrease of 5.9 per cent., and 
that of persons between one year and aixty years and 
upwards are equal to the average. 

MORTALITY FROX CERTAIN EPIDENIU DISEASES. 
The 129,383 deaths from rill causes, includes :- 
22,649 that were attributed to Diarrhma. 
1,639 I ,  1, MeasleA. 

1,176 ,, 1, Diphtheria. 
770 ,I “ Fevar.” 

9 ,  Scarlet Fever. 
7, Small-pox. 

J Y  9 ,  Whooping Cough. 

700 ,, 
6 I ,  

Diarrhcea was the only one of the diseases in the 
foregoing list that showed a mortality above the 
average. 

Diarrhcea was the assigned cause of 22,649 deaths 
last quarter, equal to an annual mortality of 2.60 per 
1,000, which is greater by .3S per 1,000 than the 
decennial average rate for the third quarter of the 
year. In  Radnorshire no deaths from diarrhcea were 
returned last year. Among counties with popula- 
tions exceeding lOU,OOO persons the highest rates 
from this disease mere 351 in Lancashire, 3.54 in 
Durham, 3*6S in the East Riding of Yorkshire, 3.96 
in l<ssex, 3.98 in Middlesex, and 4-43 in R7arwick- 
shire. In the 76 great toms the average death rate 
from diarrhcea was 2.63 per 1,000, the rate was 
highest in the following towns : Sheffield 5-67‘, Aston 
Manor 5-75, West Ham 6.12, Birkenhead 6.16, 
Grinisby 6 36, Hanley 6.47, and Coiyentry 651. In the 
141 smaller towns diarrhcea was fatal on the average to 
2.83 per 1,000of the population ancl caused the highest 
mortality in Loughborough, Barking, Southend-on- 
Sea, Twickenham, Batley, and Longton. In the 
last-mentioned town the death-rate from diarrhcca was 
equal to 11*00 per 1,000 annually. In the remainder 
of England and Wales the death-rate from diarrhcea 
averaged 1.38 per thousand. Among the registration 
sub-district8 outside the 218 chief towns diarrhcea 
was exceptionally fatal in Whitstable, Foleshill, 
Warsop, Litherlancl, Remsworth Western, Darfield, 
Ormesby, Carnforth, Bishop Anckland, and 
Ashington. 

So you see bp this return the large number of 
deaths from diarrhcea. 

Our own rate for the past three qiiarters of the 
vear is interesting, and is as follows :- -- 

Infantile Infantile Diarrhma Infantile Deathsunder 
deaths. rate. deaths, 24 hours. 

Istur. 104 135 - 14 
2n&, 71 95 4 l!) 
3rd ,, 105 261 $!4 21 

YOU will observe how in the t,hird quarter the 
infantile rate has gone up, and this is in consequence 
of the deaths from Zymotic Diarrhcea, which rose 
from four to seventy-nine. 

With regard to the nursing out, of children, I 
~ ~ ~ o u l t l  like to impress upon you that under the 
Infant Life Protection Act it is not legal for any 
person to take in children to nurse unless the house 
is registered and therefore can be properly inspected 
by persons appointed for this purpose. In our town 

it would fall under the Health Authority ; in a city 
like Manchester they have a special inspector. I t  
has been €ounrl there that a number of women in a 
street could be found to take a child each t n  nurse and 
thus avoid the visits of the inspector. So it vodd 
be well even if this Act could be amended. 

Probably another means of preventing loss of 
infant lives would be the early notification of births 
to the Health Authority, but until we have a staff to 
follow the cases and give instruction to mothers as 
to how their children can be reared, it is not of much 
use. You can help us much in the way of giving 
useful instruction to those mothers whom you attend 
in their confinement and have also to keep up the 
attendance some time afterwards, of course any help 
I can give you, will be willingly done, but. most of 
your patients are able to obtain medical aid, and 
when you find there is something wrong either with 
mother or infant you should advise this. 

In conclusion with regard to infant feeding I have 
had instructious prepared, and I believe most of you 
have copies of these. You can get a further supply b y  
calling at the Health Office. 

Dr. Berry’s paper is of special interest, coming as 
it does at a time when the report of the Public 
Health Ccmmittee of the London County Council, 
submitting the report of the Medical Officer of Health 
for the Couuty, has just been published. In this 
report the continuance of the high rate of infantile 
mortality is discussed, which is the more noteworthy 
since the death rate as a whole has fallen no less than 
thirty per cent. since the coming into effect of the 
Public Bealth Act (London) of 1891. I t  is, however, 
probable as the report shows, that the maintenance 
of the high infantile rate is due, in some important 
degree, to a more complete registration of the deaths 
of infants which only survive their birth for a brief 
period, for there is a very extensive mortality in very 
young infants. 

fIDibwifecp n;\otes, --- 
The midwives of Manchester and district recently- 

held a meeting for the purpose of taking steps to 
form an association to prctect themselves against 
‘‘ further adverse legislation.” 

The Petition of the midwives of the German 
Empire, regarding their selection, education, post- 
graduate education, and security of position, commis- 
sions the Society of German Midwives to represent 
t o  the Governments of the German States the desire 
of the profession for a law to secure all these objects. 
Whilst the demands on midwives are continually 
increasing, owing to the law for contagious diseases, 
nothing has been done to improve their economic 
position. Their pay differs in different places, 
and the contracts of some municipalities bear very 
hardly on the midwife. The Petition ends by asking 
that midwives’ who are past work should be included 
compulsnrfy in the State fund for invalids. 
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