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Scientifio medicine has put  nursing on a profes- 

sional plane, whether nurses wish it or not, but 
while valuing their professional states they must 
never forget to emphasise the other side of their 
work for the sick-that side with which the Cross 
ia identified. 

M. Mesmeur, Director-General of the As- 
sistance Publique, who received an ovation 
when he rose to  speak, proposed the last toast 
of the evening. He said: 

Madam President, Ladies,-During these three 
days of the  Nursing Conference of 1907, I have 
had the opportunity of speaking t o  you so fre- 
quently tha t  I hesitate in doing so again this 
evening. 

But, as you are leaving us, allow me to propose 
a toast to all our Fatherlands, t o  all the countries 
which we love, too numerous t o  mention indivi- 
dually, to all, from my heart, I address a fra- 
ternal greeting. Frontiers do not exist for 
nurses. People suffer in America, in Oceania, as 
well as in France. Misery exists for the unfortu- 
nate ones of this life on all shores, and this is 
the t ie which unites us-humanity. When a 
human being succumbs to illness, or is lying in 
a hospital ward he has no country. It will al- 
ways be a great consolation t o  us-the great 
teaching of your Congress-that we are com- 
patriots of the same country, of the country 
where men siiffer, and, alas, die also, the country 
of misery and sickness. From your Association 
the great fanlily of nurses will arise stronger and 
more united. I ts  members will aid one an- 
other in fighting evil in banishing hate. This 
great fraternity of the peoples will hold out its 
hand to assist, to help, and to heal. 

The toast was cordidly received, and then, 
at last, a move was made, and the guests 
assembled in the reception room far a few 
last words, words reluctantly spoken, for all 
felt that such an occasion would scarcely come 
again in their lifetimes, and they desired to 
make the vrry iiiost of the moments that re- 
mained. 80 little groups were to be seen- 
earnest, merry, grave, and gay-making the 
best of the moments that remained. One 
thing all were agreecl upon. They nail enjoyed 
such banquets before, they hoped to  enjoy 
others in the future, but the one in coniiectioii 
with the Paris Coiiferencc would ever have R 
place apart in their iiicmories as a unique and 
unforgetublr occasioii. 

wd, too, 011 vui*ious sides, onthusiasin 
expressed ior the orgaiiisation of the Inter- 
national Connuil of NLWSBS, for by 110 other 
nieans could iiiirses froiii till parts of the world 
find the opportunity of meeting together in 
professioiial conference and social intercourse. 
So it was with a greicter realisation and appre- 
ciatioii than ever of the value of our Inter- 
national orgaiiisation that the members at 
last digperfiecl at the close of a day full of 
illtorest itn11 uiiforgrtl:ihlr esperirnoes. 

M. G. n!hSUREUR. 

Of 497 

Ehe 3nternatioiiaI preee Dinner, 
On the evening of Friday, one of the most in- 

teresting gatherings a t  the Conference took 
place, when Nrs. Bedford Fenwick, Editor of 
the BRITISH JOURNAL OF NURSINGI, entertained 
to dinner at the Hotel Normandy, her colleagues 
from various countries interested in the useful- 
ness of professional journalism. There .were pre- 
sent: Mrs. Robb, American. Journal of Nursing; 
Sister Karll, Editor, U n t e r m  Lczzaruskreuz ; Miss 
Qenbvieve Cooke, Editor, T h e  Nurses’ Journal of 
t h e  Pacific Coast; Miss Sulmer, Editor, The 
Visiting Nurse j Miss Bella Crosby, representa- 
tive of T h e  Canadian. Nurse;  Dr. Anna Hamil- 
ton, La Garde Malade ;  Miss Van Lanschot- 
Hubrecht, representing Nosolzomos ; Miss J. A. 
Smith, Kingston Infirmarv Kurses’ League J o u d  
nul; Miss Breay, Sub-Editor, and Miss M. 
Burr, collaborator, BRITISH JOURNAL OF NURSING 
It was a very gay and happy reunion, and all 
mere agreed that the enormous progress which 
of late years has been made in the international 
co-operation of nurses fo r  higher standards of 
life and work is due in no small degree to the 
unity of thought and purpose which inspires the 
professional press, and the toast proposed by 
the hostess to its continued prosperity and in- 
fluence was very warmly received. Over the 
coffee cups many happy suggestions mere dis- 
cussed for furthering i t s  influence and solidarity. 
The absence of 3Inm Gillot was greatly regretted., 

meeting of Egecutive Comntittee, 
The meeting of the Executive Committee of the 

International Council of Nurses was held a t  the 
Hotel Normandy on Friday, the 21st June. Re- 
presentatives were present from Great Britain, 
Ireland, the United States of America, Germany, 
and France. 

Notice was given of resolutions for alterations 
in the Articles of the Constitution, to be brought 
before the Grancl CounciI a t  the next Qninquen- 
nial LIeetiiig- in 1909. 

Fraulein harll,  President, German Nurses’ As- 
sociation, was tinaniniously noniinated for elec- 
tion as President; Niss L. L. Dock and Miss Mar- 
garet Breay respectively for re-election as Hon. 
Secretary and Hon. Treasurer in 1909. 

It was iiiianiiiiously agreed that, if convenient, 
the nest  Quinquennial Meeting of the Council 
should be held a t  Stoolrholm, the beautiful capita1 
of Sweden. This matter was Ieft in the hands of 
Miss Dock. 

As the nest meeting will include the quinquen- 
nial business meeting, when the affiliated coun- 
tries will be invited to send official delegates, it 
is t o  be hoped tha t  the existing ilational Councils 
(Federations) of Nurses will a t  no distant date 
consider the financial arrangements. 

hlrs. Hainpton Robb proposes that an ( (  Inter- 
national Standard of Education for Nurses should 
be given a prominent place in the programme, 
and ample time devoted to its discussion. Hrs. 
Robb will herself prepare the paper on this most 
important siihject. 
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