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You mill perhaps think that an Act of Par- 
liament sounds like a very dull subject for US 
to talk about, but in this case it is a subject 
of great interest to  all women, and especially 
to all mothers, for I want us  to think about 
the Midwives’ Act, which was passed by Par- 
liament in 1902. Very likely you heard some 
talk about it.three or four years ago, and you 
may know women who got their certificates 
then and had “Registered hiiclnrife ’I on their 
door-plates. 

Of course, we know that it is a very old 
custom to have midwives, indeed they are 
mentioned in the Old Testament. But, per- 
haps, i t  is not so well known that here in Eng- 
land in old times, ancl until about a hundred 
years ago, the midwives had to get permission 
from the Bishop of the diocese before they 
began to practice. Every midvife hacl to  be 
presented to the Bishop by tn70 people of good 
character, who spoke for her, ailcl if she did 
anything that was wrong in her work, she 
could be ordered not t o  go on with it. 

But  midwives are very much like the old 
saying, ancl “when they are good they are 
very, very good, but when they are bad they 
are horrid,” and by degrees women took up 
the work who were not fit to do it, and who 
were careless, dirty, and, perhaps, drunken. 
I n  consequence, many moiiien lost their lives 
for want of proper attention, or were, perhaps, 
injured for life. You all linow how dreadful 
it is if a woman gets puerperal fever, or 
“ child-bed fever ’’ after her confinement, and 
it has been found that careless, dirty midwives 
get, niany n m e  cases of this fever among their 
patients than those midwives who are clean 
and particular. Also an ignorant midwife 
may neg10c.t the babies so that, they are in- 
jured for life, for many children have gone 
blind beoausr\ their eyes were not properly 
attencled to  when they were born. All this 
was felt to be such a‘ serious matter, both for 
the mothers and babies all over the country, 
that in 1902 an Act of Parliament was passed, 
making certain rules for the women who 
wished to carry on the Work of midwives. 
Now, what is this Aot of Parliament meant 
to do? We hope that the result of it will be 
that in a ?ew years all the midwives will be 
good, competent, t w i n e d  women, who know 
their work, and (whRt is perhaps almost 
more important) who also linow when 
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a case is more than they can nian- 
age, ancl vhen a doctor should be 
sent for. Those are the sort of midwives 
’we hope to have in the future, but, of course, 
we cannot espect t o  get them all like that irn- 
mediately, and if all the women who were 
working as midwives had been stopped unless 
they had received hospital training, there 
would not have been enough left to carry on 
the niork. So the Act ordered that women 
who had been practising for a t  least a year 
before 1902 (when the Act was passed), and 
who c.ould show two testimonials that they 
were ‘ I  trustworthy, sober, and of good moral 
character, ” should receive their certificates 
and be put on the Register of Midwives, ,!of; 
as “ trained,” but as what are called ‘‘ bon9- 
fide ” midwives. Any woman who appl;.?rl 
like that, ancl got her certificate from Loi~1~~1,  
has the right to call herself “ certified mid- 
wife,” ancl to put that on her cloorplate, and. 
she can go on with the work for the rest qf 
her life if she does it well ancl obeys the rules 
that have been laid ,down for all midwives. 
A certain time (until April, 1905) was allow$ 
during which these niidw.jves could apply to 
be put on the Register, but after that time 
m7as up iiobocly could get a certificate or be I-:- 
gistered unless she passed an esamination. 

Now sometimes we hear i t  said, “ Mrs. So- 
and-So is not on the Register, but she is still 
going out.” What about tha t?  If any such 
woman calls herself a midwife, or tries to 
make out that she is on the Register, she can 
be prosecuted and fined 65; and the Act says 
that  after April, 1910, any woman not certified 
under it who makes a practice of going out, 
and is paid for her work, can be prosecuted 
ancl fined $10. We niust remember, however, 
that this does not, and never will, mean that 
a neighbour will get into trouble if she goes 
tcl help in an emergency. So me see that in 
a few years nobody who is not on the Register 
will be able to work as a midwife. Until 1910, 
if anybody likes to have a woman who is not 
on the Register, and has no certificate, she 
has a right to go to the case, if she does not 
pretend that she has any special lrnowledge 
or €hat she is a certified midwife. 

You see now what this Midwives’ Act 
means, and perhaps you are wondering how 
it concPrns you. Surely it concerns you i a  
this way-that when you know what being 
registered or not registered means, you should 
be careful what sort of woman you engage to 
attencl you in your confinements. You have 
just heard how those who hacl been doing the 
work could be registered if they were linowii 
to be “ trustworthy, sober, and of good morui 
character.” That is not a very great deal to 
ask, and it was surely n7orth the trouble and 
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