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-in the Bfaison Dubois, who have been guite 
delighted vi th  the hospital and the nursing. 

I n  fact, and in one word, it is to .be hoped 
tha t  some day London will copy Paris, and 
that  in England we shall have a similar hos- 
pital for people of limited means. 

EDLA B. ~~'TQRTABET. 

an 3ntereeting Eghibft. 
One of the most interesting eshibits a t  the 

very successful Conversazione given by thc  
medical. staff a t  St . B art holoinew 's Hospit a1 , 

.on the 23rd ult., to view the new out- 
patient and special departinent block, was 
the Nursing Section. There were beds made 
for special oases, such as for giving vapour 
baths, etc.; a set of " harness " for keep- 
ing a child securely in 'bed while allowing 
considerable movement, ancl with abdlwbely 
PO danger of entanglement, attracted a great 
.deal of attention; then there were splints to 
meet every possible requirement, and nowhere 
do we ever see splints so beautifully paddea as 
those prepared by the Nursing Staff of this 
school. The glass cupboards, containing ward 
requisites, arranged by Sister Darker, were 
models of what such cupboards .should be: 
.and the.two hoses nlhich the private Nurses 
.can, if desired, take with them to operation 
+cases, excited great interest, when they were 
explained by Miss Marcon, Sister in charge of 
.the Private Nursing Institution. The prepara- 
tory box contains all that a nurse going to an 
.operation case on the previous day will re- 
quire in the preparation of the patient. The 
'larger box, which is opened only on the ar- 
rival of the surgeon, encloses metal cases, 

.which contain sterilised overalls and towels, 
bowls, dressings, dabs, swabs, and other re- 

iquisites for an operation case, for the thorough 
.sterilisation of which the hospital authorities 
:are responsible. It is hoped that a portable 
operatiqn table may, in the  near future, 

:be also supplied, for a small charge, through 
'the private Nursing staff. There were dainty 
,dressings and bandages for eye cases, a cast 
.of the head of Rahere being utilised for the 
.application of one of these bandages. The 
nursing requisites in a case of diphtheria were 

*also shown; an incubator, heated by hot 
water bottles ; and some appetising invalids' 
diets, delicate17 arranged on trays. In-  
cluded in the section was a model of Rahere 
Ward in the past, the old print from which 
-it was copied hanging oyer the model. An in- 
teresting demonstration of medical gymnastioa 
was given by XIiss Wilson. 

This exhibit required a suite of rooms, and 
tdemonstrated the paramount importan,ce of 
sltillecl nursing in the treatment of the HICIL 

An orcliiiary nieeting of the Rletropolitan 
Asylums Boa-rd was held at the offices of the Uoard 
on Saturday last, blr. A. C. Scovell was in the 
chair at its commencement. Amongst the cor- 
respondence dealt with was a letter froni Cl i~  Hon. 
Secretary of the Matrons' Council, uddressd to 
the Chairman of the Board, enclosing, f o r  his 
information, copiei of tlie Resolutions carried a t  
the Meeting of Protest convened by tlie AIatro~is' 
Council, aiid held at 11, Chandos Street, Cnren- 
dish Square, W., oil Saturday, October 19th. 
The Resolutions, which have been previously pub- 
lished in this Journal, mere read by th0 clerk t o  
the Board, as was also the following letter, signed 
by Matrons of Hospitals and Asylums under the 
Board : - 
COPT OB A LETTER SENT TO THE METROPOLITAN 

ASYLUMS BOARD BY IT# MATRONS. 

the Hospitals and Asylums under the manage- 
ment of the Metropolitan Asylums Board, have 
heard with much surprise tha t  the Rxenibers of 
the Board have passed a Resolution recommend- 
ing to the Local Government Board tha t  the 
future Matrons of these Institutions shall no 
longer rank as Principal Officers. 

W e  beg most earnestly to deprecate this action, 
and to suggest t ha t  it should be reconsidorrd for 
the following reasons : - 

1. The Matrons of these Institutions hold posts 
of very great responsibility, as they are, and 
must always be, responsible for the proper carry- 
ing out of the Medical Officers' orders, and in 
other ways ensuring the proper iiursiiig and treat- 
ment of the patients. They are also responsible 
for the behaviour of the Nursing Staff, when on 
and off duty, for the cleanliness of the Hospital, 
and for the linen and other stores. This respon- 
sibility cannot be properly borne and efficiently 
exercised by the Matrons unless their authority is' 
adequate. A second class officer cannot hold and 
enforce such authority. 

2. If the position of the Matron.is lpvoroil, the 
position of the Nursing Staff, of mhicli sho is the 
head, must be lowered also. It is now not 
always easy to fill tlie responsible posts of Night 
Superintendent and Staff Nurse with f ully-trained, 
efficient Nurses, who are professionally and morally 
likely to do credit to the Hospital, and, in the 
e~ ent of your action being ,coiifirnied, WQ feel ,tha.t 
these difficulties wilI be materially and seriously 
increased. 

3. Feeling so strongly tha t  the lowring, of the 
status of Matron will lower the standard of 
Nurses, we should lilro to point out to the Boal*cl 
the effect this may have on the public. As the 
diseases treated in the Hosnitals under thc man- 
agement of the Board are infectious, the friends 
of t h e  1mtiontg rannot visit their fvisnils as crin 
tlie friends of patients in general hospitals, ant1 
asmre thernwlves of their well-being n n d  jiood 

LADIZS AND GENTLENEN,-we, the & h t i ' O i i S  Of 
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