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In  niy hospital, a large London one, the impor- 
tance of teeth cleailing was just being recognised, 
and in many wards the patients oleaned their 
teeth as an ordinary routine thing, a mug being 
given to them for  the purpose, when a basin of 

. water was given them for mashing themselves. The 
tooth brushes mere kept with the patients’ wash- 
ing things. 

I n  the case of the patients who are too ill to 
wash themselves, their mouths are cleaned as an 
ordinary routiFe thing. 

As for the cost, where a patient could really not 
afford a tooth brush, surely one might be pro- 
vided out of some fnncl. The Samaritan fund could 
perhaps be used for this purpose, as, unless people 
have good teeth and clean mouths, the nourish- 
ment provided does them little good. 

I n  the case of the patients who put their teeth 
away for the night, are tAev never cleaned? 

How many hospital patients get 2 Ibs. of steak 
daily, or monthly, with which t o  clean their 
teeth? c. s. 
To the Editor of the “British Journal of Nurs1’ng.” 

MADAN,--I find no difficulty in having the teeth 
of the twenty children here thoroughly cleansed. 
Each child has its own towel, flannel, brush, comb, 
small comb, and tooth-brush, so all the 
toilet requisites are brought to the bed 
together. The elder children clean their 
own teeth and the nurses attend to 
those of the tinies. I: find the childreu appreciate 
the habit, and are proud of vhite teeth. 

Yours faithfully, 
H. RI .  TBOROLD, Matron. 

The Country Branch of the Alexandra Hospital 
for Children v i th  Hip Disease. --- 

THE HELPLESS POSITION O F  NURSES. 
To the Editor of the “British Journal of Nursing.” 

DEAR i\Imnar,-Once more the whole profession 
owes your journal a debt of gratitude for  warning 
us of the Bill drafted so quietly by Nr. Sydney 
Holland and his Council. I am glad to  know that 
its provisions will be discussed and made clear to 
us before Parliament meets. No sooner have me 
spent time and money in attempting to combat 
-1 hope successfully-the degradation of the Asy- 
lums Board Matrons, than another danger stands 

’ in our path. The fact that  the Central Hospital 
Council for Loiidon have launched a Bill, without 
consulting the thousands of trained nurses which 
i t  is designed to affect, condemns it unheard. We 
may bs’roteless, hut we are no longer voiceless, 
thanks to the ‘‘ B.J.N.” Once more we must be 
up and doing if me mean to have liberty to 
breathe-and, wliat; is equally important, liberty 
to  earn an honest living, without being charged 
100 per cent. by the hospitals for so doing. No 
wonder self respecting women are beginning to 
fight shy of the nursing world, exploited a t  every 
turn,  ancl undersold as slrilled nurses are. The 
workhouse looms pretty clear before many of us.  

Yours gratefully, 
A PRIV~TE NURSE. 

Comment$ anb RepIfe0. --- 
Queen’s Nurse.-The very book you require is: 

“ Btodern Methods for Securing surgical Asepsis,” 
by Eclward Harpison, M.A., M.D., F.R..C.S., pub-, 
lished by A. Brown and SOIIS, 5, Barriagdon 
Avenue, E.G., and a t  Hull and York. Price, 3s. Gd. 
net; post free 3s. 9d. Try the Medical Snpply 
Association, 225-230, Gray’s Inn Road. Their 
incliarubber hot-water bottles are excellent-a large 
variety of sixes and prices. They are most welcome. 
Christmas presents. 

Nurse.--The nicest pulley for the 
use of a patient during labon? is one knitted of 
soft;, thick, white lrnittiiig cotton. This is made 
long enough for the patient to hold when doubled. 
The loop formed by doubling it is passed round 
the rail a t  the bottom of the bed, and the free 
ends passed through it and given to the patient t o  
hold. An efficient substitute is one made of un- 
bleached calico. 

*Miss Edmonc1s.-Castor oil made into an emul- 
sion by placing the dose t o  be taken in a bottle. 
witn two parts boiling milk to  one part oil, and 
then shaken till thoroughly mised, is often taken 
by a patient who mill refuse the oil when ad- 
minist.ered in other ways. To patients wh’o like. 
olives, and are allowed to have them, an olive 
is very acceptable after the dose. 

Jlaternity 

n;\ otfce0, 
.__ 

THE SOCIETY FOR THE STATE REQISTRA- 
TlON OF TRAINED NURSES. 

Those interested in the efficient organisation of‘ 
nursing should procure the Annual Report of the ,  
Society for the State Registration of Trained’ 
Nnrses from the Hon. Secretary. Six copies, post; 
free, 7d., or one copy l td.  It gives LI brief review 
of the history of State Registration. 

PRIZE PUZZLE. 
Rules for competing for the Pictorial Puzde- 

Prize will be found on Advertisement page sii. 

El Uorb  a€ Differencel 
= .--- 

Nom that the celebrated Grape-Nuts food packets: 
are covered wikh a special moisture-proof paper 
usew note a wonderful improvement. 

It brings the food t o  the consumer as fresh and 
crisp as if it had just come out of the factory 
ovens. 

One has nem, tastedl‘ the real, delicious, per- 
fect, Glrape-Nuts until the food is taken from the- 
packet which is absolutely moisture proof. 

Don’t take any other kind unless it bo tha t  
later on the makers pub II’ nioisture-proof bag in- 
side f.he paclrot. Whnn this iN d o m  i t  will be? 
notcrl in the packet. 

TII~I*R’S a reason Eon Chpe-Nnts.- ADVT. 



previous page next page

http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME039-1907/page461-volume39-07thdecember1907.pdf
http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME039-1907/page463-volume39-07thdecember1907.pdf

