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cour t  \vas of a woman who had niprried without 
cconsideration, and provision for the comiilg con- 
finement had been delayed till the last moment. 
The husband had not bothered a t  all-that was 
‘‘ woman’s affair.” When her trouble came, ~ 1 1 -  

less within half a mile of the London Hospital, 
she was probably without skilled attendance. A 
short time ago, Mr. Wynne Bavter said, he held 
an inquest on a healthy child, whose death was 
due to the incompetence of the Midwife in 
attendance, He  warned her, but within a fort- 
night she was before him again for the same 
khing. He  then found she had been struck off the 
Register for incompetence. Very few puerperal 
deaths should occur. The cases were most frequent 
where ignorance was greatest. The handy woman 
.attended a lying-in case in her every-day clothes, 
which she had probably worn for months. She 
.carried no bag of appliances-nothing, in fact, 
b u t  contagion-and she did not mash her hands. 

Dr. E‘. hInrdonald. 
Dr. Macdonald, Ophthalmic Surgeon t o  the 

Pork Hospital, spoke of the number of children 
who were made blind by purulent ophthalmia. 
Fully one-fourth of the blindness in the country 
v a s  due to this disease which is a preventable 
Bone. The disease occurred most frequently in 
-the class attended by Midwives, among the ig- 
norant section of whom there is neither the 
knowledge nor the  conscience to employ the ne- 
Gessary methods. It was essential that  this 
Association, concerned in the training of Midwives, 
should insist on proper steps being taken t o  pFe- 
vent this terrible disease. A knowledge of the 
methods employed should be included in any 
scheme for the training of Midwives. 

Dr. WalLer. 
.Dr. Walker, of Liverpool, said that, though 3 

%&by can howl from its birth, it cannot shed tears 
far the first‘ three months, .and thus lacks the 
necessary means of mashing out the eye. If a 
#case of ophthalmia occurs in the practice of the 
ShGndy .woman, she probably says the child has 
“-caught a cold,” and tells.the mother to bathe 
t h e  eyes. Thus, the outside of the eyes are kept 
dean ,  but within the lids they are a mass of cor- 
ruption. By the time the child is taken to a 
‘hospital the  eyes are probably either destroyed or 
’badly damaged. Trained Midwives are taught the 
danger of this disease, but a gap in our present 
’hospital system is the I’aclr of accommodation for  
such cases. A t  St. Paul’s Eye Hospital, Liver- 
pool, a special ward has been opened for cases of 
*ophthalmia neonatorum, containing three beds and 
three cots, where mother and child are admitted 
: I t  the onset of the disease; both need treatment. 
Attendance on such a practice should be a com- 
pulsory par t  of every Bfidwife’s training. 

The following Resolution was then moved by 
Lord Balfonr of Burleigh, K.T. :- 

“ That this meeting appreciates .the benefits tha t  
the nation will derive from the Midwives Act, and 
realises the importance of preparing to supply 
t h e  demand for a larger number of qualified Mid- 
mives, which mill occur in the year 1910, mhen the 

lalv becomes more sti~ingent. The meeting is 
therefore of opinion that the extension of the  
work of the Association for Prolnotillg the Train- 
iiig and Supply of Midwives is on urgent public 
duty; and that the objects of the Amociation 
deniand national and generous support from all 
those to whom the health and welfare of the 
nation appeal.” 

The speaker said a case had iievcr been bl*ought 
before the public which had been more coil- 
clusivdy proved to the hilt. 

The resolution was seconded by Miss Jam 
Wilsoil, President of the Nidwives’ Institute, and 
supported by Miss Lucy Robinson, Vice-Chairman 
of the Esecntive Committee of the Association. 

SPONTANEOUS RUPTURE 03’ THE 
UMBILICAJJ CORD. 

of the BRITISH JOURNAL OF NURSINQ, re @On- 
refereiice t o  a paragraph in a recent issue 

taneoiis Rupture of Tmbilical Cord, it might be 
interesting to othw midwives to knoiv of two 
cases a t  the Bdiast  Union Maternity Hospital, 
which support Dr. Tissier’s view. 

Both cases mere multiparas, and quite healthy j 
in the iirst case the woman gave birth to  a 
healthy child, on the path leading up to the 
Maternity Hospital j on esaminatiou the cord 
was found to be broken off about 8 inches from 
the umbilicus. 

I n  the second case, the child was also healthy; 
it was born just on admission, i n  the corridor of 
tho hospital; the cord in this case was broken off 
loiig, the placental end ivas not visible from 
vrsgina. 

There was no perineal tear in either case ; both 
patients made a good recovery, and were able, 
t i  leave the hospital in ten days. 

The children mere not injured in ,any way, and 
the cords mere quite normal. Both &omen mere 
in the upright position. 

ELIZABETH DOUQLAS. 

The General Lying-in Hospital, Pork Road, 
Lambeth, has instituted, thanks to the gendrosity 
of the nnder-mentioned firms, a permanent 
exhibition of requisites used by midwives and 
monthly nurses. This has great practical valiie, 
and i s  most useful for teaching ~ U ~ ~ O S Q E I .  It was 
opened on Decomber I l t h ,  and it is hoped by coii- 
stant additions t o  keep it thoroughly up-to-date. 
Among the exhibits are an electric food manner, 
an excellent sterilisable douche, a simple and in- 
expensive lithotonly strap, etc. The midmifery 
bags are numerous and well stocked, the prices 
being such as to meet all pockets. The eshibiting 
firnis are as follows :-Allen and Hanburys, Aymard 
Steriliser Co.,  Bailey and Son (case), Bellger’s 
Food, Ltd., Berliner and Co.,  ~urroughs aiid 
Wellcome (case), Cuxson, Gerard and Co., Dalnias 
and CO.,  Evans and Wormull, Messrs. E. and R. 
Gsrrould, Qrimivades, Hospital CoiiOract Co. 
(case), Maw, Son, and Sons (case), MecIicnl~~~pply 
Association, Reaiall Rros. and Co.,  Sanitary Wood 
~ v o o l  Co., Saliitns Co.,  Jitd., Soiitllnll Bra[]. :111d 
Bald ay * 



previous page next page

http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME039-1907/page483-volume39-14thdecember1907.pdf
http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME039-1907/page485-volume39-21stdecember1907.pdf

