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THE ROYAL MINERAL WATER HOSPITAL,, 

One. of the many interesting places to visit 
in Bath, especially to  nurses, is the Royal 
Mineral Water gospital. This hospital was 
opened in 1742 as the result of the efforts of 
Beau Nash, Sir Richard Steele of The Spec- 
tator ,  Dr. Oliver, the inventor of the biscuit of 
that name, ancl Mr. Ralph Allen, of Prior Park, 
who not only gave all the stone ready dresses 
required for the building, but also tC1,OOO in 
money. 

The architect, Blr. J. Wood, gave the drafts 
and plans of the building. Royalty also con- 
tributed to the funds, and the building started 
on its way under the brightest auspices. 

The interest thus aroused is shown to this 
day by many evidences in ancl about the build- 
ing. The boarcl room is almost lined with the 
many pictures of past Presidents, including 
those of the four founders; that of Dr. Oliver 
biing the portrait from which the photograph 
was taken for the famous Bath Oliver biscuits; 
the hospital still retains the negative. There 
are two charming pastels of Beau Nash i n  all 
the splendour of the gorgeous apparel for which 
hiq day was famous. Sis pencil drawings of 
Bath in 1770 vere contributed by Starr. 

The furniture, too, is not of the light 
modern kind, but good, solid, and substantial, 
worthy of the dignity and traditions of the 
building, including a fine large gate leg table 
ancl old arm chairs most comfortable to sit 
in during protracted business meetings ; nor 
does the mlrstancl detract in any way from the 
ancient appearance of the room, being as it is 
of pewter ancl quaint in shape. The chest 
coniaining the numerous clocuments and Acts 
of Parliament (for, cis Niss Griffith, the 
"charming &fatroil, remarks, " We do nothing 
in a hurry, everything being done according to 
Act of Yarliaineiif ") i s  of iron, with niaseive 
bands and loclr. 

Later on, the original building was a d d d  
to, and a beautiful chapel included; for the 
decoration of which, as is recorded upon a 
tablet near the organ, the late James Brymer 
g8.i.e &ZOO, most of which has been espendeil 
upon the fine stone carving' arouncl the apsu, 

"on the ceiling, the olive branch ancl lily being 
the chief niofif  here, ancl the corbels. In  the 
apse are seven stained glass wincloys, the s.ub- 
jects of rhich are illustrative pf the healing 
poi\rer of water both phpical ancl spiritual. 
There is Moses striking the R o ~ l i ,  the Clcans- 
ing of Naamtin the Leper, Christ and the 
14Toman at the Well, the Baptisni of Christ, 
Christ V'ashing the Disciples' Feet, the &in- 
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