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IReflectfona, 
FROM A . ) ~ O A B D  ROOM MIRROR. 

The King and ,Queen have again consented t o  
"bestow their patronage upon the National Uonfer- 
'.Once on Infantile Moftality, 'which taken place in 
t& Westminster City Hall, London, on$ Tuesday 
and Wednesday, 24th and 25th &larch. Most of 
%he public health authorities throughout the 
country are sending delegates to the conference, 
and a number of private associations which are 
specially interested in the preservation of young 
lives will also be represented. The amount of 
interest evoked by the subject was proved by the 
great demand which there was for copies of the re- 
port of the last confereye, over 3,000 being 
circulated, and in view of the 'coming conference 
there has b&n a fresh inquiry for the report, t o  
meet which it is being reprinted. The conference is 

. open not only t o  associations b u t  to individuals. 
Mr. John J. iLI'Intyre, of the Town Clerk's Depart- 
ment, City Chambers, Glasgow, is the secretary. 

Colonel .David Brclce, by whoiii, when surgeon- 
major in the Royal Army Medical Corps in 1887, 
the Micro-coccus Melitensis, or bacillus of what is 
known as hIalta or 81editomm.?an fever, was &s- 
covered, spoke recently a t  the l ioyal  Institution, in 
Albemarle Street, 011 the estiiiction of the disease, 
pf which them are three types : the malignant, the 
undulatorjr 'or reniittcnt, and the intermittent. He 
traced the various steps in the investigation of the 
'disease, and recalled how, in 1901, the Goveriiment 
induccd the Xoyal Society to make a thorough in- 
vestigation, mhich lastod three gears. If this re- 
search, which had been folloived by the most 
valuable rcsults, liad been undortaken-as it ought 
to have been undertalrcii-~.i\~enty years ago, a t  
least 15,000 soldiers ancl sailors might have been 
saved from the disease. 

The Medical O$cer of Health of Huddersfield 
Iast week issued a report and chart show- 
ing the percentage of infant mortality in the 
borough from 1877 t o  the end of last year. In 
1877 the deaths were 163 per thousand of births 
registered. The Bighest rate WIS in 1891, when it 

.was 185, and the lowest last year, when it was 97. 
During the- three years in which special work for 
the protection of infant life had been in progress, 
by the offorb of Alderman Broadbent, there had 
been a reduction of 18 per cent. 
ten years' rate. 
it v~as  considered that 25 per cent. of the female 
population of child-bearing ages nwrked in tes- 
tile factories. 

Esauiiuations in hygiene have been organised by 
the Incorporated Institute of Hygiene of London, 
and they will be held a t  the leading centres . 
throughout England, Scotland, and Ireland. They 
will iiiclude not only the necessary examination. 
showing general proficiency in hygiene, but the 
following addibional honours subjects : The hygiene 
of the home, the hygiene of motherhood, the feed- 
ing and raring; of children, food and cooking, 
home nursing ,nd first aid, school hygiene, ,and 
physical training. 

This  as very r 

W o m a 2 s  natural 
abi1it.s as 'a housekeeper 
is undisputed, but nom- 
a-days in all the depart- 
medts of life more than 
'naturd' 'aptitude is 
needed. It is regarded 
mainly as 'a foundation 
on which t o  build, train- 

ing being necessary in order to herFelop 
it. We see this in music, in art, in nursing, in all 
the professions, and what is true of these is true 
of Domestic Economy also. It is, therefore, with 
great pleasure that we learn thaf facilifies are 
nom t o  be afforded in this coyntry t o  tliose who 
desire to obtain an insight into the scieiices on 
which the  domestic arts are based, and that the 
Women's Department of Kink's College will next 
October offer a carefully considered coiirse of 
training, of university status, t o  women students 
in Household Economics. In every department 
of life the welfare of the State demands the co- 
operation of women, whether on the boards of hos- 
pital and asylums as poor lam guardians, as muqi- 
cipal authorities, as safeguarding 8he interests 
of the children of the State, in all these direc- 
tions women's work is urgently necessary. But 
t o  perform this work most efficiently they need a 
thorough education, and these the new course a'c 
Icing's College Eospital mill provide, for the 
scheme is t o  be analogous t o  the courses of special 
or professional training already provided for men 
and women who connect themselves with the cur- 
ricula of the Unirersities. 

A programme giving a general classification of 
exhibits in the Women's Section of the Franco- 
British Eshibition, t o  be opened a t  Shepherd's 
Bush, London, this year, has been issued. With 
two esceptions, the Esecutive Coninlittee is entirely 
composed of ladies of title, aiid no poman n.ho has 
acquired creative fame as a worker is included 
amongst them. Amongst the sections w0 notice 
that of '' Nursing," and one ventures to ask who 
on the Committee knows anything of this skilled 
professional T T O ~ ~ .  The sooner espcrt, practical 
worlrers are added t o  this Committee the better- 
if the responsibility it has assumed is to be taken 
in earnest. 

In  contrast to this social and necessarily 
incomplete Committce, we find where men's 
work is concerned it is treated seriously, the 
chairman of every group committee being an 
expert of the highest reputation. Science is under 
the direction of Sir Norman Lockyer, H.C.B., 
F.R.S., LL.D. j Fine Arts, under bhat of the Presi- 
dent of the Royal Academy, and so on. It is high 
time that professional and industrial women workers 
demanded that the highly teahnical skill by which 
they earn their living, and contribute so largely 
t o  the nation's wealth and -vel1 being, should be 
given serious consideration, aiid not treated with 
the contempt accorded it under the Wonien's Sec- 
tion of the Franco-British Eshibition of 1908. 
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