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-THE EDUCATlON AND PROFESSIONAL POSlTlON 

The recent report of the Conl?2liSSiO~le~ Of 
.zducation in the United States contains 
a most interesting chapter by JIiss 31. Ade- 

, laide Nutting, Yrofessor of Domestic Adniinis- 
, %ration in Coluliibia University, New Pork, 0x1 
the  Education and Yrofessional I’OSitiOll Of 
Nurses, eiikdyillg reports frorn such. well- 

-known educational authorities as r\Iiss 31. s. 
Gilmour, Miss L. L. Dro~vi~ ,  Miss Allnrt .IJ. 
Alline, r\liss 1\Iary &I. liidclle, and IIiSS ClarfL 
D. Noyes. 

Bliss Nutting begins by giving the history of 
Nursing organisation in the United States, 

.dating from the World’s Fair in Chicago in 
1893, mhen a Nursing Conference was held, at 
which one of the subjects discussed was the 
work of training schools and the education of 
Nurses. The outcome of this was the founda- 
tion of the American Society of Superinten- 

,dents of Training Schools for Nurses, which 
held its first regular convention, a t  which 41 

. superintendents were present, in New To& 
in January, 1894, its purpose, as defined in 

-its constitution, being “ to further the best 
interests of the Nursiilg profession by estab- 
lishing and maintaining a universal standard 

. of .. training, and by promoting fellowship 
among i ts  members by meetings, papers, and 

L discussions on nursing subjeots, a i d  by inter- 
, ch$nge of opinion.” From this beginning, the 
: splendid organisation of nurses in the United 
States has sprung, and by the efforts of the . Superintendents’ Society, the course of e in- 

. struction in hospital economies at  Teachers’ 
College, Columbia University, New York, has 

,been established and mainly maintained, its 
.object being to give special advanced instruc- 
tion to trained nurses desirous of preparing 
themselves to  fill suitably the various teach- 
ing and administrative positions in hospitals 
and trainipg schools. Up to the present time 
it is the only course of such instruction offered 
anywhere. Through the good offices of the 
Superintendents’ Society, t he  plans fi;r a 
National Association of‘ Nurses were developed, 
with the result that the National Associated 
Alumnze of Nurses held its first annual con- 
vention iii ‘New York in 1898. The unit of 
representation in this association was the inT- 
corporatecl aluiiim associations of such train- 
ing schools as ‘were recognised to conform 

, Certain standard6 of woyk and teaching. Thp 
Society of Superintendents and the Associated. 
Alumnze hav~, a%liatecl for 1JIlYpO;w~ of inter- 
national ol-gallisation irr t h e  Arrlericall $’eclr.r:l- 

; tion Of Nurses, und Jliss Nutting llotcjs thr  

OF NURSES. 

faundation of the Internatioiial Council of 
Nurses, which provides for a n  ultimate federa- 
tion of iiurses of all nations. 

The report contains 8 ualuable survey of 
the nlovement for the State liegistrtitioii of 
Trained Nurses in the Unit,ecl Stutes--u re- 
cord of spleiidicl ucliievenient. h srct3ion is 
tilso cle’i’otccl to the ii~irstd in public sc11001~, 
nlho is ritpiclIy becoming u p r s m  of croi1sidt.r- 
nble iniportuiice. 

In ail cdiuustivc and clt*t$y iiitcrcsting 
paper 011 “ Soni(~ liesults of 1’~cparui~;) .  111- 
struction,” bliss Nutting claiiiis that  in other 
professions instruction in funclaniei~tul general 
principles in all instalices precedes prtictticnl 
esperieuce, and that in medicine, law, 
theology, or the applied sciences, i t  is recog- 
nised that nrorli is governed by certain prin- 
ciples, ancl it is necessary the student should 
master these principles before he can with 
benefit handle actual conditiolis of work and 
life. In other worcls, hemust have certain JilionT- 
ledge before he can apply it, and that esperi- 
inents in this directioii have in all instances 
produced satisfactory results, ancl been n 
marked adrance upon previous methods. 9 
reconstruction of methods of teaching on these 
lines has taken place in nurse training schools 
which arc not only representntivc, but are 
and have bren ilistin*guished uy a liberal aiid 
progressive spirit. The value of siiuh a coursu 
is specially shown when, as l l iss  Nutting 
points aut, “ it is remembewd that II few 
years ago even so ’ fundanientul it subject as 
anatomy and physiology, concerning which one 
would suppose there could not be two opiiiions 
as to  its place in  the cou~st! of study, was 
found taught in several schools in the third 
year. The properties and uses 01- effects of 
drugs-also one of the subjects which is fun- 
dmiental, and about which a studtint cwfaiiily 
neccls to know before administering them t o  
her patients, if ever she is t o  lriiow bheni- 
cmie aliiiost anywhc~re in the course of study. 
The teaching of the preparation ancl va1w.w clf 
foods also curnu along in U hi~1>ht~~tlrd sort of 
m 7 q 7  in many of our schools (frc.qucnt,ly witthin 
U few nionths of the time wlir~n thc pupil 
graduated). I can reniembw s c ~ i n g  xoli~r- 
where lecture schedules, in which t h  juiiioy 
j7ear led off with instruction in the nui’siiig crf 
diseases of eye and Bar, uncl liuve lle:~,id of 
mother in which obstetrics was oile of the 
eai‘liest subjects taught. When it is clearly 
acknowledged by thirty or inor6 m1011g o i ~ r  
hrst srliools that there <ire cwt t~ i~ l  sul)jects 
which htive an iiiiilisputeil pl 
01 infitnic1,iori in which it is nt)sol1lt t~lg l l t . ( . l ~ l +  
sriry for Idir  1 ) i q ) i I  to I)c 1 n ~ y t t i ~ ~ l  I ) c ~ ~ I ( E ~ I ~  HI~L? 
can c*iLhw inidvrl;t:iJiil thc ~ulmrv1u~wt~ proct~sstls 
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