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:State of IReQfstratfon in Ilsollanb, 
We have had t o  suspend ,our efforts in regard 

. t o  the attainment of State Examination, the pre- 
sent Ministry having senh in their resignation, 
and I think the time I should‘ otherwise have 

’devoted to this scheme may not inaptly be em- 
ployed in giving you the history of our progress 

I during the last few months. 
A PZTITION TO THE GOVERNMENT. 

On the 24th of September we sent the following 
Petition t o  his Excellency the Minister ‘for Home 
Affairs : -- 

The Board of Officers of Nosolcomos, the Dutch 
Association for the promotion of the interests of 

’Nurses, begs t o  point out respectfully : 
That in the  absence of State training, the pre- 

sent situation is such that anybody can term 
‘herself a trained nurse and obtain work in that 
capacity, to the great disadvantage and risk of 
the  sick, entrusted t o  their care in all good 
f o ith. 

That the duties a t  present entrusted to nurses 
are so responsible, and the Iwomledge and skill re- 
quired of them so great, by reason of the high 
degree of perfection nursing as a science has ob- 
tained nowadays, that it is of the utmost import- 
ance that they, who are entrusted with nursing, 
should be duly trained. 

That for many years the instruction and ex- 
aminations of doctors, dentists, midwives, and 
chemists, all of t,hem persons directly or indirectly 
caring for the sick, have been regulated 
by the State; that  it is evidently becom- 
ing more and more desirable that nurses 
should give pr6of of their capacity be- 
fore a State Commission, and tha t  the 
certificate, awarded in virtue of such an exaniina- 

%ion, should be a sure warrant for the public of the 
nurses’ knowledge and ability, while the non- 
possession of a State certificate should prevent 
untrained persons from calling themselves nurses. 

That in view of these facts your petitioners 
once more respectfully plead, that your Excellency 
will undertake to introduce a Bill, submitting 
t h e  nurses’ training to State control and State 
examination. 
’EXTRAUT OB THE EXPLANATORY $hIORI.4L ATTACHED 

TO THE PETITION. 
Ine reas  the State has deemed it necessary tha t  

doctors, dentists, midwives, and chemists have 
first to give proof of their capability before a 
State Commission in order to be allowed t o  exer- 
cise profession, all persons exercising one of 
these professions without having passed the re- 
quired examination, being subject t o  penalty, the 
sick being thereby protected against the harm 
which unqualified persons could do them, it is 
really astonishing that nurses should escape scot- 
free, and thaC everyone, trained or untrained, can 
obtain work as a nurse. 

Times out of number it has been argued by those 
in the profession how necessary it is that  nurses, 
who ‘have the entire charge of the sick by day and 
“by night, should have a thorough education. 

1 

While a fully trained nurse can ,effect so much to- 
wards the recovbry or the relief of a patient, the  
imperfectly trained nurse can do an infinite 
amount of harm; often the patient’s life depends 
wholly on the nursing received. 
In 1892 Dr. Ruysch, General Health Inspector of 

the Netherlands, iu his speech, entitled ‘t What .is 
vanted of Probationers,” stated that it would be 
desirable t o  fix these requirements by law. He 
said that where the  State regulated the education 
of midwives it was absurd -that they did not intro- 
duce a Nursing Bill. Why protect the lying-in 
women against untrained persons, and not the  
menta1 or physically iII persons? 

Since tha t  time the staff of the two State asy- 
lums for the insane have had t o  submit. t o  a State 
esamination, but, if anything, that  examination 
is still more needed for  the staff of the many 
other asylums and hospitals. Then only will Q 

uniform test of the nurses’ capabilities be obtain- 
able. Further, it is absolutely imperative tha t  
the nurses’ certificate and the nurses’ badge should 
have legal protection. 

Under the present conditions any group of per- 
sons,- even private doctors, have the right to ex- 
amine and to give a certificate t o  persons, who 
are improperly trained. It is hardly necessary to 
point out what an immense amount of harm can 
be done in private nursing by untrained persons. 

In addition, we wish t o  draw attention to the 
fact, that  a t  present in nearly all the hospitals 
and asylums, the care of the  patients, more par- 
ticularly during the night, is left to probationers, 
whereas such responsible work should be under 
the constant supervision of capable, fully-trained 
nurses. 

In conclusion, ve want to  point ant, t.hat where- 
as the nursing profession is not, as the medica1 
profession, under State control, many persons, 
especially in the large towns, often use the nurses’ 
uniform for immoral purposes. They are alter- 
nately nurse and prostitute, hence the terrible risk 
of infecting their patients with tfieir Own infec- 
tious disease, to say nothing of the damage done 
to the good name of the profession. 

At the general nieeting of our Association of 
June, 1907, the resolution to  petition for State 
Esaniination was unanimously carried. The WO- 
men’s Council declared in favour of State exami- 
nation. 

At the Interiiational Congress for Psychiatry, 
Neurology, Physiology,’ and BIental Nursing, in 
September, 1907, a vote for State interrrention w.as 
passed. 

Our Petition was transmitted to the Board of 
Health by the Minister for the Interior for bis 
guidance. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE ‘( BOND.” 
Neannhile the Bond VOOT Zielwnverpleging 

(Union for promoting the interests of Nursing), 
having ‘seen our Petition in  Nosokomos, decided 
t o  sena to  all the Ministers and illembers of the 
second Chamber a copy of the Bond’s examination 
regulations. 

The Bond is a union, of which anybody -..ho 
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