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NOTES, QUERIES, &C. ~ 

Whilst cordially inviting com- 
munications upon all aubjectr 
for these columns, we wish it 
to be distinctly understood 
that we do not I N  ANY WAY 
hobd ourselves responsible for 
the opinions expressed by our 
correspondents. - 

OUR GUINEA PRIZE. 
‘To the Editor of the ‘ I  British Journal of Nursing.” 

Miss A, 0. haxwell Moffat desires to acknow- 
.ledge the  receipt of cheque for &1 Is., with many 
?thanks. 

The South Devon and Eas t  Cornwall Hospital, 
Plymouth. 

THE “GRAND ARMY.” 
To the Editor of the British Journal of Nursing.” 

DEAR MADAM,-There was only one false note in 
-the whole debate on the Nurses’ Directory Bill, and 
it was struck by Lord Balfour of Burleigh, in his 
reply, when he trotted out Burdett’s stale old 
canard about the “stage arniy ’ and its ‘rin- 
ferested clamour.” Surely after this signal victory 
.for what is just, ’(ye may claiin for it the title of 

Qraiid Army,” for did not its component parts 
respond most loyally t o  the call of duty? The 
International Council of Nurses, Matrons’ Council, 
State Reghtration Society, Irish Nulws’ Associa- 

-tion, Scottish Registration Committee, Asylum 
’Workers’ Association, Fever Nursed Assooiation, 
and @ number of organised Nurses’ Leagues, t o  say 
nothing of the British kf‘edical Association, the 

‘Royal College of Physicians of Ireland, the National 
Uaion of Women Workers, the Women’s Industrial 

*Council, and the National Women’s Social and 
Political Union. 

Pours gratefully, 
ONE OB THE RANX AND F ~ E .  
--- 

FINES- FOR NURSES. 
’To the Editor of  the “British Journal of Nursing.” 

DEAR MnDAM.-can 9011 tell me if nurses are 
*fined, if, throiigh ill-health, they hive to cease 
work in a hospital? I have a young friend who 

’has suffered in this +ay, and it appears t o  ine 
most unjust. My fisiend signed a f o u r  years’ con- 

‘ . tract with a large London hospital, and broke 
<down from overwork. Her medical man said it 
would be dangerous to  life for her to return and 

*finish her time or pay for her training by doing 
private nursing at a low salary. In  spite of his 

.certificatd, the Matroi: wrote demanding &lO fine, 

.and, without knowing it, it Seems my friend signed 
this obligation is her contract with the hospital. 
‘Is this a general system? a 

Yours truly, 
A WONAN DOaTOR. 

[No one should sign contracts‘ without reading 
:and understanding them. We consider these finw 

very undesirable (and wonder if they do not 
infringe the Truck Acts), especially if ill-health 
compels a probationer to give up work. We be- 
lieve very few hospital committees arrallge f3r 
fines in probationers’ contracts, and they U S U ~ ~ ?  
deal most generously rIith the nursing staff when 
siclr.--ED.] - 

NURSES’ AGENCIES. . 
T o  the Editor of the I c  British Journal of Nu’Psing.” 

DEAR ~~ADanr,-Unprofessional agencia for 
nurses must, of course, lead to the recommendation 
of unsuitable persons as private nurses, because the  
women who manage them know nothing of the 
various qualifications. At the  same time, ap- 
parently, they meet a want, or they mould not 
multiply in the manner they have of late years in 
London. T h y  have.we not a reliable professional 
agency through which nuixes and the public can 
be mutually benefit.ted? I also am a “Noniad,’) 
after five yeam in the Argentine. There is a new 
Xatron at the hospital a t  which I trained, and she 
tells me there is no record of my three years’ work 
there beyond the mere fact that  I was aiwrded a 
certificate in 1901. V h y  does not sonieone help 
us in this matter? 

Yours sincerely, 
ANOTHER KOUD. 

[Why don’t nurses help themselves? Our cor- 
respondent owns she has never joined any nurses’ 
society. ‘(I never thought I should want help,” 
she n4tes. We presume also it never occurred to  
her that  others might require it! We r a n t  to 
see iiurses more public-spirited. Self-satisfaction 
and apathy are ~ W O  cardinal sins in our ranks. 
They have a very corroding effect upon individual 
character and the status of the professioii as a 
\vhole.-ED .] 

Contntente anb RepUee. - 
S U h i S  Injirniorim.-(l) The address of thesociety 

for which you aslr is 53, Berners Street, London, 
W. (2) Write to  Miss II. L. Pearse, Superinten- 
dent of School Nurses, London County Council, ?a,, 
Grand Parade, Highgate, N. We are glad to know 
that  you and your colleagues find this Journal 
helpful and interesting, and thank you for your 
appreciative words concerning it. 

Certificated Wurse.-You would not regret it few 
years spent in private nursing before taking up 
hospital work again permanently. It is a very 
useful experience, and brings a nurse into cpntact 
with the various methods employed by differest 
surgeons ancl physicians. The nurse. who only 
know$ the methods of a few doctors is apt  to 
get very narrow. 

rn 0 t f cce. --- 
OUR PUZZLE G O M P E F ’ ~ ? ~ ~ N .  

Rules for competing for the kichrial ,Puzzle. 
Prize will be fouiid on Advertisement page rii. 
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