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small degree to the enthusiasm of their popular 
Secretary. H e  believes in them so thoroughly 
that they cannot fail to believe in themselves. 
The Royal R‘Iaternity Charity Nurses are, he 
says, a sterling body of thirty-three women, 
highly trained, kind hearted, wno work in the 
:slums of all parts of London, responding to 
the call of duty just as promptly as the soldier 
.answers to w e  bugle call, or the sailor to the 
.bosun’s whistle. The fee they receive for their 
.services is very small, and if a patient in dis- 
tress has not a maternity letter there is hardly 
a midwife on the staff who will not attend her 
without any fee at all. The members of the 
staff are to be found from Harlesden to Totten- 
ham, and from Putney Bridge to Bow, all 
working loyally and in unison. The 
‘Training School is a comparatively new branch, 
but it is a charrning element. Pupils have 
.been received not only from England, but 
India and South Africa. They live with the 
midwives of the staff, and get their cases under 
their supervision, and out of the fifty candi- 
.dgtes sent up for the examination of the Cen- 
tral Midwives’ Board only two have failed. 

Mrs. Eustace Miles said how delighted she 
:and her husband were to see all the 
Mateimity Charity Nurses there. Both she 
.arid they were engaged in the same work, look- 
ing after the bodies of people. 

Dr. Sutherland, Medical Officer to the 
Charity, then moved a cordial vote of thanks 
-to Major and Mrs. Killick for their hospitality, 
. a d  said how much everybody connected with 
it; appreciated Major I<illick’s work.on its be- 
‘half. EIe did all in his power to further its 
Gterests. 

:Major Xillick, in reply, said it was impos- 
-sible to do too much for such an institution, 
and for its staff who backed him up so loyally 
.arid ‘so well. It was the staff who had made 
the  Charity. 

‘The work of the Rosa1 Maternity Charity 
.is worthy of all suppo&. Lying-in” charities 
are not, as a rule, as well supported as they 
deserve to be, and while hospitals receive large 
bequests the claims of maternity charities are 
unaccountably overlooked. We do not grudge 
the hospitals their windfalls, they need them, 
but  we do think that Societies which look after 
maternity cases should not go ill-dowered, for 
they are doing‘ work of national importance, 
the value of which indeed it is difficult to esti- 
mate. Is  it because much of the work of 
maternity charities lies in the homes of the 
poor while in the case of hospitals visible re- 
sults are demonstrated in imposing buildings, 
that the latter command a sympathy fre- 
quently denied to more modest but equally irri- 
port ant institutions ? 

-Eksociatfoit for prontotiitg Urains 
ing aitb 5iiypIp of fIDtbwiue5, - 

ANN U A L G ATH EH I N G .  
A very pleasant afternoon was spent by the  

riiidwires connected with the above Association a t  
75, Barlisto~i Gardens, South IZensingtm, where 
the gathering was held by tlie kind porniission of 
Miss Lorent Grant, ivlio niost liospitnblg entcr- 
tained the ~nenibers who mrrci present, in i n h r  
iiniforni, to tea. &Piss Liicg Robinson, Vice-Chair- 
nian of the  Esecutive Committee, was in tlie chair, 
and in her opening remarks said how grateful the. 
Coniniittee mere to the niiclwives for  the  gond 
work they were doing in helping on the cause 
which all had a t  heart of supplying conipetent 
help to lying-in mothers. One of the  niidmives 
present had attended no less than 500 cases. X s s  
Robinson, with tlie knowledge begotten of es- 
perience, spoke of tlie loneliness of the  midwife’s 
life, and said that the biirden of the work often 
pressed heavily, and that it. tried both nerves and 
physical endurance. She heir! the  difficulties of 
the midwives, and she wished t h a n  God-speed. 
Might their work grow and prosper iintil there was 
not a niother in England who was badly cared for. 

The Secretary, &Piss Gill, then read appreciative 
letters froni tliose*under mlioin midwives of the Bs- 
sociation were working, after which the  cereniony 
of the afternoon took place and the Badge of the  
Association was awarded t o  those who had earned 
it. It is in the  form of a silver Greek cross, ancl 
bears the words ‘‘ Mercy, Pity, Truth, and Love.” 
Unfortunately only one midwife was able t o  be 
present t o  receive it in person. The following 
are the midwives to whom i t  was awarded:- 

Miss Frances Ann Barnes, working iu Sonierset- 
shire ;’ Miss Elke Goodall, vorking in Manchester ; 
Mrs. Mary Ann Greir, \Torking in qdenham j Niss 
Helen Jean Hobbs, working in Little Brington, 
Northamptonshire ; Niss Emily Lloyd, ~vorlring in 
Hanley, Staffordshire ; JIiss knnie Parsons, work- 
ing in Barlrway, Hertfordshire ; Miss Aniiie Per- 
rett, worlring on Eaton Estate, Cheshire : Xiss 
Elizabeth Truelove, working in East Molesey. 

Lady Balfoiir of Biirleigli expressed her pleasure 
a t  being present, and asked RPiss Gill to convey 
congratnlations froni the meeting t o  those to 
whom the Badge ~voi~lcl be sent. She told B story 
of her own experiences with a maternity iiiirse 
who was described Iiy Sir Janies Simpson ns the  

Queen of Nursw,” a somewhat antocr:itic lady 
who insisted on marniing nail scissors before iise. 

A vote of thanks t o  Lady Balfoiir of 13iirleigh, 
proposed by Lady Schwann, was lic~nrtily carried 
by acclamation. Lady Schwann spolia of the value 
of a sense of hiimour, as well as of a liogefiil 
temperament in those who took up midwifery. 11 
sense of hnmoiir carries its possessor o v ( ~  niaiiy 
difficulties. The present midwives mere tlia 
pioneers, but in years t o  come, when t l l r ~ r  have 
proved their valne, tlie puldic will ivondrr how t1ic.y 
ever got on without them. They owed a grpat dnlrt t o  
Iiady Balfoiir of Biii*leigli, who halpctl so groatly 
in securing the  passago of tho Midwived Acot. 
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