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?Letters to the Ebftor. 
c-- 

w h i l s t  cordially inviting Corn- 
munications upon  all subjects 
for these c o h m n s ,  we wish it 
t o  be distinctly understood 
t h a t  we  do n o t  IN ANY WAY 
hold ourselves responsible for 
t h e  opinions expressed by our 
COTTeSpOndentS. 

RECl PRQCAL T R A l  N I NG, 
To t h e  Edi tor  of t k e  ( (  Brit ish Journal of Nursing.” 

DBAR MADAN,-I was interested to note from 
your report on State Registration in New Zealand, 
in your last isue, that reciprocal training is B ques- 
tion which is engaging the attention of the 
iauahorities there os well as elsediere, aiid that. 
small and special hmpitals are to be nursed from the 
Lrg0 general hospital of the district under the 
supervision of the Matron. 

I have for long believed in the principle of the 
affiliation of s m d  himpitab with large geneid ha+ 
pitals, and thae it is tn th0 benefit of pupils t o  eii- 
large %heir espesience in connection with these 
minor and special hospitals, having seen the plan 
wo1-k admirably. The only disadvantage, m far as 
my observation goes, has been that it is rather u p  
setting, from the point of view of disciphe, for a 
probatibpner to p a s  for a time under the direction of 
a Uatron with views which differ from those of the 
Matron of her training mhool. If the Matronships 
of the affiliated iwtitutiuns were filled by graduates 

. of the general training school this disadvantage 
woiild disappear, and the oontinuity of the plan of 
training would be unbroken. 

I am, dear Madam, 
Youis faithfully, 

A CONSTANT READER. 

NURSING IN 1910. 
To t h e  Edi tor  of t h e  (( Br i t i sh  Journal of Nursing.” 

DEAR MADAM,-I always lwk forward at %he end 
of eaoh year to  your tsummiary of th4 principal 
events of the past year, with its broad outlook ~ i i  
nursing events all the world over. I have h d  suf- 
ficient iiilsiglit iiito j~uriialism to Irmow that it 
must involve a large amount 0;f WWIC, aiid I should 
like to  thank you for recalling to our memories 
events of EO much interest and impoi.tance. For 
me, in spite of discouragement in wiiie directions, 
the year ends on la note of hopefuliiess, for :1; is 
evident. that we must be carried forward with the 
onward wave of p r ~ g i ~ ~ ,  and that we, kao, in the 
not far distant future, inay hope for organisation 
slid legal status, if not on grounds of justice on 
those of expediency and, iiidecd, necessity, if Fe  are 
not to fall behind other nations in iiursiiig 
efficiency. 

TI5t.h all good wishes for the New Year, for your- 
sclF, and the Journd which you 50 ably conduct, 

I ani, dear BIadani, 
Yours f.aitlifnlly, 

h1AR IAN ED?JIrlKDs. 

A RASH REMARK. 
To the Editor  of the  ‘( British Jourltal o j  i\;uTsing.” 

DEAR  MADAM,-&^^^ I ‘direct ati+ition in y w r  
valuable journal t o  a nursing point which, amoi1g:G 
the multitude which liavc receivzd considoration hi 
its columns, I do not ever remember to have W~YII  
mentioned T I mean the care wliicli should be exer- 
cised in the presence of patients of speaking of tiieir 
condition before them. 

Recently, mlieii I TWS allowed bo visit la deiw littls 
friend for )a few iuoiiieiif~, who litad been vorg 
seriously ill, the nume in ohwgo of hiiii caid 
casually over his bed; (‘ Ea is batter to-day, but ho 
iq not out of danger yet.” The \van cheeks flushed, 
the mistfnl eyes dilated, wid in spite of every effort, 
to  quiet him a raised temperature was the result 
of the iiurse’s rash remark that evening. 

It seenis to 1110 so strange Hiat iiurses 60 Qft611 
speak before their ptients,  as people speak befow 
servants who are waiting at meals; as if, because 
they say nothing they are deaf aiid blind. They ara 
very far from either as a rule. The s e n w  or tl 
patient seriously ill are often uimaturally acute, 
and it  is inipcxssible to be tw careful in speaking of 
their condition before them. Perhaps some young 
iiuiws inay read land remember. 

Yours faithfully, 
Aa ANUIENT. 

Comntente anb ‘IRepIiee, 
17lidzvif e, Birmi?aghant.-l\luch importance is now 

attached to  the length, as well as to the weight, 
of an infant, and shortly after birth, and at inter- 
vals afterwards, both length and weight slionld 1.0’ 
ascertained and chartered. They foriii togethor air 
escellent guide as to  the progress made by tile 
child. 

Privata Nurse,  London.-It is not advisable for 
a nurse in attendance 011 a private case to witnes 
%he patient’s will if other witne,ssas can be obtained. 
If the mill should be contested later she inay be snb- 
pmnaed la6 a witness when miming another patient 
in a different part of t h e  country, and be put to 
incoiivenieiice and expense. 

n;lotfce, - 
CON T RLB UT I0 N S, 

The Editor will at all times be p l d  t o  consider 
articles of a suitable nature for insertion in this 
Journal-those on practioal nuixing are specially 
invited. 

Such communications must be duly authenticated 
with name and address, and should be addressed t# 
the Editor, 20, Upper Wimple &reet, Londdn, W. 

Advertisements and business commu?iicafio ti!! 
should be addressed to the Illunager, BRITISH 
JOURNAL OF NURSINQ, 11, A d a m  Xtreet ,  Xtrand, 
W.C. 

OUR PRIZE COMPETITION. 
Rides for competing for our Prize Cornpotition 

will be foniicl 011 page sii. 
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