April 10, 1915

THE PRINCESS CHRISTIAN HOSPITAL
TRAIN,

At Paddington Station on Monday morning last
the Princess Christian Hospital Train was on
view to representatives of the Press before being
shipped to France. Earlier in the morning it
was inspected by Princess Christian, who has
raised the funds for the construction and equip-
ment of the train, with Princess Victoria and
Princess Marie Louise, Princess Henry of Batten-
berg, and a party of War Office officials.

The train, which has been constructed from the
design of Sir John Furley and Mr. William J.
Fieldhouse, by the Birmingham Railway Carriage
Co., is undoubtedly the most complete and con-
venient which has yet been built. It is con-
structed to carry 400 patients, and complies with
the requirements both of the British War Office
and the French railway engineers. At present it
consists of eight coaches, to which by request of
the War Office four more, for fifty sitting up
patients, are to be added when, with the two
brake wvans, it will be composed of fourteen
- vehicles, and be about oo ft. in length. Outside
it bears the symbol of the Red Cross, and on one
coach it is notified that the coach is the gift of the
Canadian Red Cross.

The Principal Medical Officer is Captain Heaton,
R.AM.C., and the staff will consist of four doctors,
a Matron and three Sisters, and from thirty to
forty orderlies. At the time of our going to press
the appointment of Matron is unsettled.

The train, which has a broad central corridor
running from end to end, and connecting the
various departments, is really a complete hospital
on wheels, which can remain stationary at any
given point while operations are performed.

The first coach contains an office for the Quarter-
master-Sergeant partitioned off from a ward of
thirty beds. These wiré-woven stretchers with a
low rail keeping the mattress in position, are
arranged, like the berths in a ship’s cabin, in three
tiers. At the side of the patient an enamel rack
will take feeder and glass if desirable. When not
in use these stretcher beds with their mattresses
can be nested to form a comfortable couch. The
fourth coach provides accommodation for twelve
orderlies, and a fully equipped kitchen, in which
every device has been employed to provide storage
room and lighten labour. Beyoud is a capacious
linen store. The next coach provides sleeping
accommodation for the nurses and doctors and
nurses dining-rooms.

The surgery is completely equipped for its
purpose. In the eighth coach, which contains
beds for twelve orderlies, is also a kit store, with
racks for clothes and rifles, and a small second
kitchen.

The train is lighted with gas and electricity,
and Gimble candle lamps have been placed in
each carriage.
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The following nurses have been deputed to
duty in Home Hospitals :—

Blair Hospital, Bolion.~—Miss B. M. Templeman.

Temporary Hospital, Exeter.~—Miss A. E. Dunton.

Faivview Militavy Hospital, Ulverston—Miss
F. G, Ball. ,

Kingscleve House Hospital, Kingscleve, Newbury.
~—Miss T. Mabbs.

V.A.D. Hospital, Rusthall, Tunbridge Wells.—
Miss A. Hoare. '

Gifford House, Roehampton.—Miss Naomi Shar-
man,

Worfield V.A.D. Hospital, Bridgnorth, Salop.—
Miss I. Taylor. :

V.A.D. Hospital, Eastwood, Notis.—Mrs. Baldie.

V.4.D. Hospital, Town Hall, Torquay—Miss
E. Hay.

Waverley Abbey Militayvy Hospital, Faynham.—
Miss A. M. Leslie. .

Red Cross Hospital, Hoole Bank, Chestey.—
Miss M. C. Parminter.

Bulstrode Park, Gerrards Cross, Bucks.—Miss M.
G. Johns.

Cheneley Parvk, Newmarkes. — Mis.
Walton.

V.A4.D. Hospital, Burck Road, Rosherville, Kent.
—Miss E. M. Kneebone, Miss M. Woolgar. ’

Woodlands Hospital, Hartlebury, Worcester.—
Miss J. A. Owen. '

Auxiliary Hospital, Havewood House, Leeds.—
Miss T, Todd.

Coldhayes Red Cross Hospital, East Liss, Hanls.
—Miss K. H. Macqueen. :

V.4.D. Hospital, Abbotswood, Stow-on-Wold.—
Miss E. Thompson.

Broadwater Hospital, Ipswich.—Miss J. Peyton.

V.A.D. Hospital, Town Hall, Torquay—Miss
M. Marston.

Roseneath Hospital, Winchmore Hill, N.—Mrs.
Allchin.

Yarrow Hospital,
Gordon.

Melvern

Byoadstaiys—Miss C. M.

WAR NURSES’ RELIEF FUND.

The War Nurses’ Relief Fund now amounts to
more than £6,000; this includes domations of
4100 each from Their Majesties the King and
Queen.

Permission has now been given for this Fund
to be known as the Queen Alexandra Relief
Fund for War Nurses.

In our view the help necessary should be
administered through the Joint War Committee,
which employs the nurses, and is responsible
for their health. If such a fund is necessary it
should be administered 'by the society which
employs them, and not through the officials of an
Insurance Society. We deeply regret that owing
to the scanty pay they receive for their invaluable
services to the sick and wounded members of the
nursing profession should be placed in such an
invidious position.
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