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nurses, such asThe Red Cross societies of other 
nations possessed. In spite of this, the War 
Office delegated to them the great responsibility of 
organising the nursing of auxiliary hospitals and 
the diluting of skilled work. The consequence 
was that the supply of trained nurses available 
and keenly desirous of serving in the early days 
of the war WG never given its opportunity, that 
V.A.D.'s were allowed t3 undertake work for 
which they were unfitted, and that trained women 
were put under the command of amateurs. The 
result w a s  that, in spite of the splendid devotion 
of all grades, the work of the Nursing Service 
has not been carried through with the unfailing 
enthusiasm and efficiency which comes from 
skilled organising. 

Is it too late to hope that the War Office may 
yet shoulder the responsibility which it can never 
morally lay down, 'and organise an Auxiliary 
Service to assist in the work of hospitals, which 
shall be controlled by experts and be thoroughly 
representative of the nursing profession ? Such 
an organisation would be just to the profession 
which it undertakes t o  tempokarily dilute, as well 
as to the workers in its ranks and to those whom 
they serve. 

Private generosity will always find ample scope 
in the provision of comforts, but the financial 
responsibility (from which control is necessarily 
inseparable) must remain in the hands of the 
State. 

We should much like to hear what our profes- 
sional sisters have to say on this suggested scheme. 
The present organisation as a supplementary 
Nursing Service for War, organised by amateurs 
has failed, as was inevitable. 

A sine qua l z o ~  of any such organisation must 
be professional control, and until that fundamental 
principle is conceded, muddle and waste will 
continue, 

AFFILIATION OF T H E  TRAINED NURSES'  
ANNUITY FUND AND THE BENEVOLENT 

FUNDS OF T H E  R.B.N.A. 
An arrangement has been made whereby the 

Trained Nurses' Annuity Fund and the Helenz 
B3nevolen.t: and Settlement Funds of the Royal 
British Nurses' Association will be managed by 
a Conjoint Committee; the Council of the Royal 
British Nurses' Association and that of the Trained 
Nurses' Annuity Fund still retaining control of 
their own Funds. 

The Council of the Trained Nurses' Annuity 
Fund have received with deep regret the resigna- 
tion of Dr. Ogier Ward as Hon. Secretary. Miss 
Isabel Macdonald was appointed Hon. Secretary 
a t  a recent meeting of the Council, and donations 
to  any of the above-mentioned Funds should be 
sent to her at 10, Orchard Street, Portman Square, 
W. I. Subscribers should state to which they 
wish any amounts sent to be allocated. 

T H B  MATRONS' COUNCIL OF GREAT 
BRITAIN AND IRELAND. - 

By the kindness of Miss Heather-Bigg, the 
President, the quarterly meeting of the Council 
was held in the Nurses' Hom,e, Charing Cross 
Hospital, on Saturday afternoon, October 
19th. Thirty-five members. attended, and many 
sent letters of regret a t  inabil.ity to be present. 
In. her opening rem.arks fr.om the Chair the 
President said that she desired in the name 
od ,all presen,t to assure Mrs. Fenwick of the 
pkasur,e th,ey all .felt to see her wi'th them again 
after her recent severe ilhess. All felt deeply 
indebted to hler for her strenuous and devoted 
work ,of many years for tbe preservation of the 
rights and liberties of nurses, which! a just Bill 
framed by thme Cenatral Commi,ttee for State 
Registration would s,eoure to tbem. 

Miss Heather-Bigg then asked Mrs. Fen- 
wick% acceptanoe of a beautiful b,ouquet of 
gold,en chrysanth'emums, a gift for which Mrs. 
Fenwick expressed sincere appreciation. 

The Minutes of the last m,eeting were then 
read and confirmed. A number of letters of 
regret were read by the Honl. Secnetary from 
th,osle unaib1.e to att.md. A large amo'unt WE 
corre.spond#ence was dealt wit%, which arouse,d 
most in$eresting discussi,ons. 

NEW MEMBERS. 
Nin,e new memb,ers w'ere elected. 

THE MIDWIVES ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 
Among other ni.atters of inberest, tbe ques- 

tion of the Mi,dwives Act Amendment Bill for 
Eng1,and now before Parliament was broughrc 
forward. Mrs. Fenwick, who raised thle ques- 
tion, said that she and Miss Breay had in 
ccmmunkation with members of Pafiiament, 
'and had ulrged th.at the ,following Amendlmlents 
sh,o:uld b\e propos,ed, if not incorpo,rated in the 
Bill :+I) Direct ,representati,on of the mid- 
wives non the Board!; (2) l'egal assistance for 
midwives who .m.ay bte require,d to appear 
before the Central Midwives Board, to enable 
them to defend themselves. 

In Mlr. Hayes Fisher's sympath.eltic speech, 
upon htroducing the Amendment Bill into the 
Houwof Commlons, he had stated 'that " it wild 
be possibl,e, if it is th.ought desirable, to gimve 
t hme m idw iv,es them selves direct repre s.entat ion 
upon th'e Board,'' anld shle gathered that 
Clauise 7 in the Bill, which allows thle Dmtra!l 
Midwhes Bo,ard to  pay 'the 4expmses of any 
,m,idwi,f,e wh'o may :be required to1 appear befwe 
the Board to defend berself, wodd indude the 
expenses of .a lawyer. Th.e Bojard itself, when 
enquiring into accusations madme again.& a, 
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