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C A ~ -  OF THE PREGNANT WOMAN., AE~TIz: 
. A TEXT-BOOK FOR MIDWlVE NATAL HYGIENE AND TREATMENT. I 

ifhe ." Text Boo$ for Midwives," by ?r. We agree with the author that ' I  ' antenatal a 
Fairbairn, F.R.C.P. (Lond. j, I ~ S !  .publish abd J prenatal as applied to the pregnant WamaR 
19t4, met with the reception it deserved ; ahd a: am not' Satisfactory terms. as.they m6an. before 
second edition has now been published' by the bkth;' a%d 'Suggest an application to  the'child 
Joiht Committee of Henry Frowde arid &odder & 0$1y.'~ Tbe'Hygiene of'pregnancy would probablp 
Staughton, .at the Oxford Press Warehouse, be a more exact description. Antenatal, however; 
Falcon Square, .L6ndonJ E.C., price 20s.- net.. In is the term in general use. 
spite of. the 1-r and the cost and difficulty of ' " Antenatal care involves the close observation 
production, the edition i s  a sumptuous 4 ohe, of .the pregnant woman up to the birth of her child, 
be&.cltifully printed on paper which is both thick and aims at  keeping her in health in body and mind, 
and fine, and With three plates'and 1x3 ihs t ra -  preserving the' pregnancy t o  term, avoiding prey 
tions-five .of which are in .colour. ventable difficulties and complicatior_s in faboyr, 

Dr. Fairbairn needs no introduction to  . mid- and thus diminishing.thc maternal and infanilk 
wives. AS physician and -lecturer .to midwives mbrta'ity a t  childbirth. Antenatal treatment is 
at the General Lying-in Hospital, 'York Road, therefore almost entirely preventive. 
SE., many owe much to his teaching ; and he ' I  What part the midwife may be ca'lcd on 10 
is also an examiner to the Central Wdqives play in this crusade is n o t  easily determined, 
Board. owing to  the divergent vie@ held as to what ,and 

He tells US in his preface t o  the first' edition how much antenatal care should mean, and t o  the 
that his reasons for adding another to the many differences in the provision inadc-for it in different 
text books from which the midwife can make her lodahtks. Some $?uJd magnify it SO far as 10 
ch lice are twc fold. First, that the book has. have the notification of pregnancy. made compul- 
special characteristics of its own ; and second, sofy, as if it was ali infectioys disease and evcry 
that .what spscial features it may possess represent pregnant woman under contiriuous medical Super- 
an expe ience of the needs and aspirations of vision, but probably Ijetween this extreme and the 
midwiv-s acquired by over twelve years' zssocia- other of entirely neglecting it, some intermediate 
tion. with them as " teacher, examiner, post course will@ Zalpx till lime &nd.experience:qf its 
graduate lecturer and medical colleague." He results have decidedits true worth and importance 
says further, " This text book contains more than BS a branch of preventive medicine. 
has hitherto been considered necessaLy for mid- r' As the'prevention of abortion is so large a 
wives and is open to the criticism of going beyond factor in antenatal work, and as abortion is most 
whatr is required by them and of them. On thi$ frequent in the early months of pregnancy, it' is 
score, however, those who know the more ad- evident that if su'ccess is to be obiained, tbe 
vanced school of practising midwives will make pregnant woman must' come early under observa- 
no demur. That school is possssed with an tion. Pati&nts should bc. encouraged to  cngay3 
insa iable thirst for knowledge, and is rarely their midwife and make arrangelnents for thclr 
content with what has hitherto been given it in confinement as soon as they Bnow, or evcn suspFdt 
books w.itten .soldy €or midwives. Formal that they are pregnant. Tne loss of populalron 
medical books are in constant use, and my hope from the high abortion-xato is quite as great as 
Is that the scope of this book has been made wide from the high infant mortality, and to lower it, and 
enough to render the purchase of such unnecessaryI to diminish the invalidism and incapacity fo'loW- 

" There is, however, another and a better ing ,on neglected abortions, i t  is essential that the 
justification for a comprehensive book. A more midwife should use her influence .to induce her 
educated class is now coming forward to qua'ify as 
midwives. . . . This book is my contribulion. 
towards meeting .the legitimate aspirations of the 
midwife for a higher professioriql .education." 
MIn the second edition the text has been.carefully 
revised in accordance with the khanges in the 

of difficulty in the chapters on the Physiology of 
Laboir and on D?layed Labour have been cleqred 
up. The most: important addition is a f f e h  
chapter on Antenatal Care, which has been adaed 
in view of the part the midwife may be called .on 
to take in schemes for Maternity ml4h&U -. 
We!fare, I t .  
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Rules of the Central Midwives Board, and,points . .  I 
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