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Editorial.

ANOTHER YEAR HAS PASSED and it would seem the
older one grows the more swiftly the years fly, whatever
the changes they may bring in a changing world.

Nevertheless, looking back on the old year, recalling
a few of the events, is to realise that 1953 has been an
outstanding year ! :

Firstly—the solemnity and grandeur of the Coronation,
a truly great event, when a young and beautiful Princess
was crowned Queen of England. Never before in
history has the crowning of a monarch so stirred our
country, the Commonwealth and the world ; a Queen,
who in her devotion to her peoples, left these shores,
with her husband, the Duke of Edinburgh, to travel
over the world that she might visit all her peoples in
their own countries.

Turning to Nursing affairs—a pleasurable incident
occurred, when a Fellow of the British College of Nurses,
Ltd., received the Coronation Medal.

1953 marks an important event in the Nursing World
when the tenth and highly successful Quinquennial
International Congress of Nurses was held in Brazil and
representatives from 46 countries attended.

The end of the war in Korea, whatever the future may
bring, marks a practical hope of peace, at any rate for
the time being ; and that large numbers of men were
released from prison camps and restored to their families
makes 1953 a year to remember with thankfulness.

Among the great achievements making 1953 memor-
able came the conquest of Mount Everest—a marvellous
feat of skill and endurance. After so many brave
attempts by others and that a British expedition should
have succeeded, was a fitting triumph on Coronation
Day !

Another landmark of the year comes in the award
made to the Prime Minister, Sir Winston Churchill, of
the coveted and valuable Nobel Prize for literature !

After some 16 years of food rationing, 1953 will be
remembered as that in which came the end of World
War II rationing—surely a renewed freedom enjoyed
by everyone.

Lastly, Christmas Day, 1953, will be remembered
for an event, unprecedented in history, when a Queen of
England spoke her broadcast—of hope and good cheer
—from the other side of the world, to all her peoples
throughout the Commonwealth and Empire :

¢¢ Last Christmas I spoke to you from England. This year I
am doing so from New Zealand. Auckland, which I reached
only two days ago is, I suppose, as far as any city in the world
from London, and I have travelled some thousands of miles
through many changing scenes and climates on my voyage here,

¢ Despite all that, however, I find myself today completely and
most happily at home, Of course, we all want our children at

Christmas time, for that is the season above all others when each
family gathers at its own hearth. I hope that perhaps mine are
listening to me now, and I am sure that when the time comes
they, too, will be great travellers.

¢“ My husband and I left London a month ago, but we have
already paid short visits to Bermuda, Jamaica, Fiji and Tonga,
and have passed through Panama. I should like to thank all
our hosts very warmly for the kindness of their welcome and
the great pleasure of our stay.

““In a short time we shall be visiting Australia and later,
Ceylon, and before we end this great journey we shall catch a
glimpse of other places in Asia, Africa and in the Mediterranean.

““So this will be a voyage right round the world ; the first
that a Queen of England has been privileged to make as Queen.

‘“ But what is really important to me is that I set out on this
journey in order to see as much as possible of the people and
countries of the Commonwealth and Empire, to learn at first
hand something of their triumphs and difficulties and something
of their hopes and fears.

‘¢ At the same time, I want to show that the Crown is not
merely an abstract symbol of our unity but a personal and living
bond between you and me.

““ Some people have expressed the hope that my reign may
mark a new Elizabethan age. Frankly, I do not myself feel at
all like my great Tudor forbear, who was blessed with neither
husband nor children, who ruled as a despot and was never able
to leave her native shores.

¢ But there is at least one very significant resemblance between
her age and mine. For her kingdom, small though it may have
been and poor by comparison with her European neighbours,
was yet great in spirit and well endowed with men who were
ready to encompass the earth.

““ Now, this great Commonwealth, of which I am so proud to
be the head, and of which that ancient kingdom forms a part,
though rich in material resources is richer still in the enterprise
and courage of its peoples.

¢ Little did those adventurous heroes of Tudor and Stuart
times realise what would grow from the settlements which they
and later pioneers founded. From the Empire of which they
built the frame there has arisen a world-wide fellowship of
nations, of a type never seen before.

‘“ In that fellowship the United Kingdom is an equal partner
with many other proud and independent nations, and she is
leading yet other still backward nations forward to the same
goal. All these nations have helped to create our Common-
wealth, and all are equally concerned to maintain, develop and
defend it against any challenge that may come.

¢ As I travel across the world today 1 am ever more deeply
impressed with the achievement and the opportunity which the
modern commonwealth presents. ‘

¢ Like New Zealand, from whose North Island I am speaking,
every one of its nations can be justly proud of what it has built
for itself on its own soil. But their greatest achievement I
suggest, is the Commonwealth itself, and that owes much to
all of them.

* Thus formed, the Commonwealth bears no resemblance to
the Empires of the past. It is an entirely new conception, built
on the highest qualities of the spirit of man : friendship, loyalty
and the desire for freedom and peace.

““To that new conception of an equal partnership of nations
and races I shall give myself heart and soul every day of my life.
I wished to speak of it from New Zealand this Christmas Day
because we are celebrating the birth of the Prince of Peace, who
preached the brotherhood of man, May that brotherhood be
furthered by all our thoughts and deeds from year to year,



previous page next page



http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME102-1954/page001-2-volume102-january1954.pdf
http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME102-1954/page002-volume102-january1954.pdf

