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“w.”° Qctober 17th, *

.. The first pupil
* nuréé Assunta
bégan to-day.
They thought
. by now:.:m'y.
° presence was
sufficiently " a'
"mattertof
- coursg, to per-
© mit that of a
pupil without.
w e Co = alarming 'the
existing. employés. 1 begged Padre Filippo yester-
day to'say a few words to the girl about nursing as a
mission ; and he spoke very nicely to her,’simply-and
decidedly, whilst she responded sensibly and modebtly,
Assubta moves well, and has goéd mannets, ‘but ¥ do
not khow if §hé: cares for patients, or can-make - them
happy—oné nmust not judge the first day. = - i
The Professore teld Donna Angelina fo prepare a
list of the women nurses; as he hoped to begin his
clementary course of lectures on Sunday., I urged his:
having the male nurses at'the same time; for they are
rather more educated than the women, and nicer (some
of them), so are certainly as worth teaching ; whilst it
will not be possible to repeat the:lessons; he has so
little time. = . ‘ ‘

. Qctober 19th.
On the strength of having a pupil, I ventured to ask
the chief for a mackintosh for bed-baths. Tlhe whole
bathing system (!!) has been incredibly elementary
here; but I dared not risk innovations in the beginning,
so. endured the extraordinary process of stripping a
patient, sitting her on a chair, lathering her with soap
(this Jatter. forgotten often when I was not there).and.
hot water, and then .drying. her. . This.taking place in,
3 so-called ‘“bath-room,” with a marble bath which.
was out Of order, and-the key,of. which had to be-
sought for from ward to ward., The said bath-room
was also on the opposite side of the garden. to the
womén's ‘ward, netessitating 'the” patient's walking,
round half the open afcdde’ béfore and dfter the bath.
Happily' wé “$hall now e ahle o release the weak
patients 'from this ordeal; and as the-weather grows
cold, bed-bath§ will probably become the rile for all
of thém, "~ -~ ¢ T o .
' e 1 Sunday, 2oth Odtober.

' The fitst lesson took placé to-ddy; just a month,

aftet my advent. I can-see ‘thé chief is delighted at.
our having got $0 far, though he says very little. " After,
rouiids we collected two nurses from each ward, leav=
ing one in chdrge for the hour, and' requesting Donna
Angelina and'Doti‘Ciccio’ to supervise. In all we had

eight men and ‘six women, beside Assunta, and such’

curious types? ‘They sat in‘a semj-circle, loaking very
puzzled, and véry out of place in the lovely old library
whiclr is the only unspoilt thing left-of the old convent.

présetvation, ' & i¥

It has 6 ceado wood carving.all round it, in excellent

wished the course to begin with the elements of

B . ; ,, ) bgét ‘to 1001{ é.f ',tl'le',furgny side ;of itl‘qt]}erwise ‘one
The Direttore did not give the ledsoii himself; ' Heé
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anatomy, and therefore asked his. surgeon colleague tc
lecture, merely.giving a little introductory-speech him-
self. He said how necessary it was.for-nurses to have
more than the often inaccurate knowledge picked up
by experience. He wished them to become instructed
in why they did things, and how they should be done,
and, fo understand that, they must first learn a little,
about the human body. He told them.that they need
not fear being sent away,.but that new nurses-would
have to get the certificate given: after this course of
instruction before being employed. He added  that
nurses - who wished to qualify for private nursing
must go through a.further and more advanced course,
later. on, . R L ST T
Professor S—— then began the lesson, 'making it,as
simple as possible, merely enumérating the.bones and:
their especial points of interest to nurses for practical’
purposes. It was-evidently entirely new to.them, and,
I fear very little was registered by their poor brains}, -
But they thought -the skeleton. very interesting, and: -
asked me after if 1 would go,over what. the Professor;
had said. - -0 ) -
- Another chief entered.as Jre was finishing (one of the
Clinical Professors), and wished all' manner of success:
to the movement, which;inaugurated so much progress;,
etc, ete. . o - gm0 T el
. 1 asked the Direttorg aftesif ke did not wish now to
take other pupils, and:.he agrged.”- I ‘do not think:it
wise to keep.on Assunta by hersélf; it gives her too
much importance in hér own eyes—she is-a good girl;.
but almost .as ignorant asithe servants, I-find; I want
better material to work.at., +.. ., . - '
S October 27th:
The Chief is really admirable with the patientsj
never have I seen anyone more tender, or moré gently-
humorous. The way he soothed a poor half silly
woman with acute (syphilific) head pain, who eried
during 'the rounds, was 'simply beautiful ; lié made her’
smile at last, as she held on' to his Hind, kissing it in’
true Neapolitan fashion: * Slie is repulsivelyugly, poor:
Anmnunzidting, and no oné likes her; but aftei tkis' little"
scené, I noticéd everyone was kinder to lier, THis"
evening he was equdlly admirable as he lookéd giiiet’
reproach’at a youug student; who Sould' iot- resist,
laughing at some-ektradrdinary Nedpolitanism iged by
our angina‘pectoris case, “The poor fellow was sitting!
up in bed, with that peclliarstidined ook whiéli is §g°
typical;-ahd as'the thief'pasded up the ward, hé pausdd
to ask how he was, - =~ 7" o W DR Tl
“Ab, Signor Professor;” he‘answered, # 1t 'may be!
foolishness what I; say,.but.if you 7ol only open me
and cut out the {1l ?” ‘
The infermidri also-smiled;-but—thechief looked
gravely and sadly at them and the student, as_he said,
@ You,*shduld niot. laugh ; tonéeive instead wifat that
poor man must be suffering to make him ask such a
thing.” .. L
A‘ﬁd' knowing the horror that ‘the knife ingpirés in
hospital patients, these few words of the chief gave d”
vision of what:thé man was réally enduring, an I do
not think anyone will feel like laughiiig ag4in, iowever”
quaintly he may express himself. ~ 7 L
Would tliat theré were more chiefs like durs—herd*
and everywhere, =~ troor o .l ‘“:
' ~‘ T o .rv ‘ . B ' . ' ‘chébel;;?,,@tl]; i
Rather an amising ingident to-day ;,at:least,it, is .

would feel diséouraged. * A hew pupil came yesterday,
sent by the Principessa, She was a young married
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