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. I .  ' I  ,,: . The fifs€ pipi1 
.' nurse  Assunta 

began to-day. 

presence wtis' . sufficiently. a' 

.. ' m a t t   e r '  o f  
course, to per-' 
mit  that bf a 
puljil  .without$ 

ekisting. eniploy8s. I begged  Padre  Filippo  yester- 
day  to'say a few  words tB the  girl.  about ntlrsin.g hs a. 

decidedly, whilst she responded sensibly  aademod&tIy. 
mission ; and .he spoke  very nicely. to  her,~siinply~and 

Assuhta moves  well, and has.good manneks,:but E do' 
i ~ o t  know if Shd, cares for patients,  or can -make . them 
bappy-one niust not judge tlie first Bay. 

The Professore  told  Donna Angelina to  prepare a 
list, of the women nurses; as he lihped to.-ljegin.his 
elementary  course of lectures 011 Sunday. I urged  his, 
having the.male'  nurses  at41e  same  time; for they  are 
rather  more  educated  than  the women, and nicer (some 
of them), so are  certainly as worth  teaching ; whilst  it 
will not ba possible  to  repeat  the~lessons, he has so 
little time. , . 

_ 1  . . ala'rmirrg * t h e  

October  19th. 

the chief for a maclcintosh  for bed-baths. T h e  whole 
On  the strength of having a pupil, I ventured to ask 

bathing  system (l !) has  been incredibly elementary 
here,  but I dared  not  risk  innovations in t11e beginning, 
so. endured  the  extraordinary.  process of stripping a 
patient,  sitting  her ou a chair,  lathering  her with soap 
(this latter  .,forgbtten often when I was  not  tl~ere).a~!d, 
liot water,  apd  then  .drying her. This  taltingplace~  in. 
3 so,-calle.d ".bath-room," with a marble  bath  which. 

sought  for from wara tq ward., ?'lie said bath-room 
was out of order, and. the  key lof which 11ad to be 

was also on .the o posite  side of the  gardep. to the 
lomkn's  ward,  ne&ssitaticg  ,the"  pitiept's  walking, 
roun'd hirf the' open a k a d e  bbfore a d  affet' the  bath. 
Happily; W$ '.'411ill noit; lie  ,able'to' ilelease the weak' 

cold,  ped.baths >vi11  p<c$?bly, becDme, the  rule.,  for all 
patients 'fr6.ni this  ordeal ; and a i  theweather  grows 

of thein;' - ' ' " 

' The  fiikt' lesso; took place to:day; just a month., 
aftet my: advent,., I cans'see +he cllief is delighted a t  
our having' gp.t so fat, though he says very  little. ' After, 
rouiids l e  collecfed two  nurses from each ward, leav- 

Angelina and'Don  Ciccio' to supervise. In all y e  had , 
ing  one.in charge fcr the '  I~.our, and'  requesting Donna 

eight  men  and  six women, beside  .Assunta, and Such 
curious  types?  .T)iey  sat  in'a semi-circle, loolting very 
puzzled,  and vZry but oi" place  in  the lovely old library' 
which  is  the OnIy ,pispoilt  thing  left of the old sonvent. 
It '  h&' 6 c&o wood carving.al1 round it, in $xce!l$!nt 

wished  the  course to begin  with  the  elements of 

8 . , I, . I , 1 . I . .  Sunday, zotll Odtober. ' 

pf&e+v'atidh. 1 1 '  6 0  i:, ( .  . .  
The  Direttore  did  not  give the lehsori ilimself; ' He ' 

5 .  . . .  * . I .  

anat'omy, and therefore,.aslced his  snrge6n  colleagae tc  
lecture, merely:giv.ing a little  inttoductoryspeech him- ' 

self. He said  how  necessary  it ~ t s . f o r ~ n u r s e s  to  have 
more  than  the often ipccuraie  knowledge picked up 
by experience. He wished  them  to  become  instructed 
in  why ,they did things; and .how they  should  be done, , , 

and, to understand  that,  they  must first learn a little, 
about  the  human body. He told them. that  they  need 
not  fear  being  sent  away,.  but  that  new  nurres.would 
1;ave to get  the certificate given.  after  this course pf 
instruction before  being.  employed; He added  .that 
nurses, who wished  to qualify for private nursing 
must go through a. further  and more advanced  course, 
later. on. , * ,  I , . . . . .  . I 

Professor S- then  began  the iesson,:maicing it,ar 
simple as possible,  merely  enumerating the' bones and- 
their  especial  points of interest  to  nurses  for practical- 
purposes. It was.evidently  entirely  new to.,them, and, 
I fear  very,liftlc.  was  registered :by their  poor ,brains!,, . 
But  they  thought -the.  s,++eton. very interesting, and: . 
asked  me  after if I youJd.,ga,oper  what.  the Professor) 
had said. ' . .  
* Another chief entered,ps  Jze.wm finishing (one of tile 

Clinical Professors), and \yyj$Jae,d all.manner of success. 
to  the movement, which:i~ugur,ated so mucl1 progress;. 
et<., etc. . . .  . . . , i ! , ! i  ., ' .I . . . -  

I asked  the  hhettare, af tg ; , l j f .  he did liot wish now to 
..r .  . 

take  other pupils, ancl-:& Fg,rged." I 'do not  ti~ihk!it, 
wise  to  keep. on Assuntq',by~her5elf~  it  gives her too. 
much importance. in hel: o y n  eyes-she is.a good girl,. 
but  almost .as ,ignorant psd$e servants, I..find ; I want 
better  material to,worlc.at., .-.. 1 .  

The Cl~i-ef is really adhn'irable with  the  patients; 
never  have I seen  anyone more tender,  or  more  gently. 
humorous. The  ivay he soothed a poor half silly 
woman  with  acute (syphilific), head pain, whd cried 
during ethe rounds, was simpI:lp'b&uttiful ; fik made Ifer' 
smile  at last, as she held.on, to  his lilnd, kissing it  in' 
true  Neapolitan fashion: ' S h e  is Fepulsively'ugly,, poor: 
Annunzirltinsi, and no onk liltes het; but aftet't1fi.s I!tCle*. 
scene, I notictd everyon! \Vas !tinder' td  Jer. THis' 
evening he wa's equiilly admirable 'as .ha looIt&d qiiiet' 
re$roaclC at  a youjlg StuLknt; ivho could' lidt. r e W ,  
laughin$ at solnesextkadrdinary NCa$ol!taniSm used by' 
our  ang~na$ectoris case. .Thd poor fellow <vas sitting' 
up in bed; \vith fhat p e ~ h l i a r . ~ t ~ ~ i n e d l ~ o l t  ivihi%li is 6d: 
typical,,ahd a'stlre 'chid!pa$e& up. theward, hE PaLissCd 
t o   low .llC *as. , .. , ,' '* I; : : . '. , ' - I  1: ' l! 

Ah, Signor Profess6q" he'.&wef.ed, Y I f  $may be1 
foolisl~ness  what Ir s3y,.bqt,if you ~o,%Zd only  open  me 
and  cut  out  the ill ? " 

The infermibri- zrkrr-smiled;-lnrt-the--chief loolted 
gravely and sadly-at  them-and  the  ,student, as. he-said, 
'I You, 'Shdhld I not Isitigh ; t6nEkiVe Itistead. wh'at ,that 
poor  man  must  be  suffering t-o make him ask such a 
thing." 

A~KI  Itribwing tIw%hqr+r't~~it 'tl;d*Iciifk'in$pi$& in 
hospital  patients,  ,these  few  words of the. chibf aVii.2: 
vision o'fwliat,thd man \Vas really  enduring, a n f , I  do 
not fhink anyone will feel like laughi~tg again, li6tvevpr': 
quaintly he may  express .h$mself; : I .  

Would that  there  were  more ,chjefs filce ;ours-here i 
and  everywhere. 5 . ' . 

Rather  an  .,amusing' inc&ent ,r: to-clay ,: ,, o c t b ~ e + & ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ ' ,  ;8.ii;lqaFt,xit, is . 
bgbt to ' look at 'the,  funny si3e :of. it,,gt!!e'rwise 'one ! 
would f e d  discouFd$ed. A hew pupil  came  yesterday, 
sent  by the Principessa. She  was a young  married 

. .I I .S,, <, ,., f . .  * ,;,g ,.l * . 

,. I .. . , . October 27th. 
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